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As you know, I have been working with Dr. and Mrs. Harry A. 
Overstreet on a book which they have been writing on the FBI*, 

A special effort has been made to come up with a book that is 
unique and unlike any written previously on the Bureau. The 
book is being prepared so as to be t hought-prov okjLng and to 
|appeal not only to the supporters of^tEe Bureau but to those 
i individuals "on the fence" and those in opposition to this 
: Bureau, I have long felt that a book of this kind is badly 
« needed. 

Parenthetically, it should be noted that in a scholarly 
and incisive manner the Overstreets * new book discredits many of the 
claims and sterotyped attitudes of anti-Bureau critics such as 
the scurrilous Fred J. Cook, author of ‘“The FBI Nobody Knows" 

(fully reviewed when published in the past year); James Wechsler, 
editor of the anti-FBI "New York Post"; and Max Lowenthal, enemy 
of the Bureau, whose book *VThe FBI," published in 1950, has been 
reviewed and refuted by this Bureau previously. The Overstreets* - 
book also effectively attacks those individuals who believe that j 
an anti-FBI attitude is a required sign of "liberalism." / 

Enclosed is the Overstreets * manuscript for Part 1 of 
the book and one chapter of Part 2 which is being submitted for 
your information and for reading by the Crime Records Division. 

RECOMMENDATION: 



read. 



That the manuscript be returned to me when it has been 
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By memorandum dated October 13, 1965. wiTn same! caption, Assistant 
Director Sullivan said he had Been work ing with Dr. and Mrs. Overstreet on a 
book which they have been writing on the FBI. Referenced memorandum 
referred the manuscript of the first eleven chapters of that book to the 
Crime Records Division for reading. Suggestions for improving the manuscript 
made by that Division have been incorporated in the revised manuscript of 
eleven chapters which is attached hereto. This is the only portion of the \ 
book which has been completed to date. Assistant Director C. P. DeLoach has) 
personally reviewed the eleven chapters and made suggestions for improving / 
'which have been incorporated also. 

As noted by Mr. Sullivan in referenced memorandum,,, a special effort 
has been made to prepare a book that is unique andunlike any previously 
wr itten on the Bur eau. It is noted that the manuscript as it now stands is 
very though t~pr evoking, and will appeal not only to those individuals who 
[ already support .the Bureau but also to many individuals *'on ,the : fence and 
j others who are outright cr itics of the Bureau. I t is the type of > book ; •' ; 
'needed at' this time on the FBI. ■ Z ■ 

The Overstreets among other things have presented in a rationa l and, 
incisive manne r a r efutation of many claims made by such anti-Bureau critics 
alT'fKe* scurrilous Fred J. Cook; James Wechsler, Editor of the anti-FBI 
"New York Post"; and Max Lowenthal, author of "The FBI," published in 1950, a 
book that has been reviewed and refuted by the Bureau . previously • The ZZ 
Overstreets condemn individuals who feel that it is necessary to be "anti-FBI" 
in order to be regarded as a "liberal" in this country. The Overstreets also 
present a capable rebuttal to extremism of both the "right" and "left;." They 
are working steadily to c omplete further chap ters for the book which will be b 
reviewed by us. 
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By enclosed letter signed l 

, | | Massachusetts, the Director was requested to advise her if 

/ he had written a letter to Dr. Overstreet on his 90th birthday. 

/ 1 Dr. Overstreet and his wife are currently writing a book favorable to 
| the FBI. The completed parts of the book have been reviewed by the 
'Domestic Intelligence Division and the Crime Records Division and 
suggestions for improvement were incorporated in the manuscript that 
was forwarded for the Director's information by memorandum from Mr, Smith 
to Mr. Sullivan dated No vember 26 . 196 5 . captioned as above. 

The Director did write letters to Dr. Overstreet on both his 
I 80th and 90th birthdavc elebrations. the latter being on October 25, 

1965 J | is apparently questioning. the Director's judgment in „ 

commenting in the October 25, 1965, congratulatory letter that 
Dr. Overstreet, by using his unique experience and abilities in 
analyzing communism, has "contributed significantly to the intelligent 
and, therefore, more effective opposition to communism." It ia noted 
that in his writings and speeches Pgr. Ove rstr e et has .never, . held- ..any 
s ymp athy for communism and his recent books hav^ in fact, been dedicated 
to alerting our- citizens to the tyrannical nature of communism and its 
tactics of deceit and violence in trying to subvert our freedoms. 

Bufiles sh ow that l | writing on July 23, 1965, as ^ 

| of the same address, requested to be placed on \ 
the Bureau mail ing list. The Bureau determined that her husban d. 

L-WasJ | of the JPhn^Bipch 

Socie t-v l As a result of such, information, she was advised by letter 
August 5, 1965, from the Director that it would not he possible to send 
her material on a continuing basis. In view of her husband's relation- 
ship with the John Birch Society, it is possible that she intends to 
draw the Director into a public controversy over Dr. Overstreet for 



the benefit of that "extremist" group. 








The file copy of the Director's letter of-October 25, 196 
to Dr. Overstreet is also enclosed with its cover memor an^umj^ ^ » 
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Memorandum for Mr. Sullivan 
RE: DR!. HARRY A. OVERSTREET 



RECOMMENDATION : 

In view of the waiter’s apparent questioning of the Director’s 



judgment and her possible intent to draw the Director into public 
controversy on Dr. Over street , it is recommended that no answer be 
given to her; letter. . , ■ to,***^^ y 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. / 



‘Dear ,Sir: , 

I was recently advised that you had 
sent Mr. Harry A. Overstreet, ©n the occasion 
of his 90th birthday, a letter commending him in 
his fight against communism. In view of 
Mr. Overstreet’s background of affiliations with 
communist front organizations, as documented 
by the House Committee on Un-American Activities., 
I question this, Will you please advise if you did 
send Mr. Overstreet a letter of commendation. 

If such letter is a matter of public record, ihay I 
have a copy ? Thank you very much . 





February 15, 1966 










Muskegon, Michigan 49441 



ttmmi . 

WSPl&nr/c d c 

3*i5^7^ ' 



Your communication of February 7th has been 



received. 



With respect to your inquiry, information con* 
tained in the files of the FBI must bemaintained as confidential 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. 

I trust you will understand the necessary reasons for this 
policy, and why I cannot furnish you the data you desire. 

Sincerely yours, 

■ ; ' Ig'. Edgar Hoover ■ 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Dr. and Mrs. 
Harry A. Overstreet are well known to the Bureau, and we have 
assisted them in preparing books. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington - D. C. 



2 / 7/66 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 
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&t6r 'zrfc4C_ 



Our Church (The Lakeside Methodist) is going 
to have a series of lectures on extremism using the/SSbk "The 
Strang-c Tactics of Extremism " hy Harry and RnnaroTh/er street. 

I have read conflicting reports about these authors. Is there any 
public information available about these people? Are they communists 
or associated with Communist Front organizations ? I do not wish \ 
to see a good fellow church member be duped into giving some incorrect 
information to his friends and fellow members. 



I hope that I am not out of line in making this request. 
Any information you can provide will be greatly appreciated. 

. Sincerely, 



|(an American very 
interested in preserving our heritage 
and our Constitution. 



Stiu 







loo 



c ■«==, 




FEB II 



fi S liis 




■ VAN L_ O O N BROS. 

I ACCOUNTING SERVICE SSS |. B. M. EQUIPMENT 



2187 LAKESHORE ORIVE MUSKEGON, MICHIGAN 

DISTRIBUTOR FOR STATE OF MICHIGAN 




OH 









f fl' Pv 



x* 

~rti 



DEtf- # 







///5 






Rochester, New York 



Dead 
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I received your letter of Februarj 
sure, concerning Dr. Harry A. Overstreet. 



enclo- 



oc? 



7>* 
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MAR 

COMM-FBI 



Let me assure you at the outset that the FBI does ^ 
not issue clearances or nonclearances of any type. Over the years ® 
s Bureau has enjoyed cordial relations with Dr. Overstreet, and 
I did write him on his 90th birthday. However, I did not use the 
ISGCwqrds attributed to me in the article you forwarded. 



' o 






A 



Sincerely yours, 

L Edgar Hoover 






1 - Buffalo - Enclosures (2) 

1 - Idr. Sullivan - Enclosures (2) 








NOTE: 



is not identifiable in Bufiles. Dr. Harry A. Overstreet 
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Mohr 

Wick 
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is well known to the Bureau and is currently preparing a book on the 
FBI which is very favorable to us. Smith to Sullivan memorandum 
-19-66 concerned an inquiry from a Massachusetts resident along the 
same general lines as the current incoming. It was noted that Mr. Hoover 
did write- Dr. Overstreet on both his 80th and 9~0tli birthday celebrations, 
with the latter on October 25, 1965. t This letter was hand delivered by 
Assistant Director William C. Suiiivanvy.% popy ( js, attached* While the 
wording Congratulate? Dr. Overstreet for hik~ cohyibiitiehslto the field of 
anticommunism, no specific statement calling him a ’’great patriot’’ is 
contained therein. In view of the issues involved, the above answer is 
•propriate. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 




Dear Mr* Hoover: 






In reference to the attached clipping. I was not under the impression 
that a f unction of the FBI was to "clear""/, anyone* / • I thought that its only 
function was as investiMtive body. Could you tell me if you did indeed 
pay tribute to Harry, ^^versfcfcjfit as a "great patriot". I personally can 
not believe tha^TySSu did. The mention of citations against Mr. Overstreet 
(as outlined in the attached clipping from the Rochester, New York DEMO- 
CRAT & CHRONICLE^ I obtained from APPENDIX IX of which I have a copy. 



Enc. attached 





jstsvift i- njn -m I AIMED 
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Democrat find Chronicle "began publishing 
the current series EXTREMISM TODA^: A TWO-WAY THREAT, 
detractors of the authors took pen in hand or sat down at their 



izatian’a meetfegs, adding, H U 
Harry A. Overstreet, co- was a tenuous sort of thing/ 0 
euJbw of the series, at one time Wartime Groms 

three ifecades or so ago, nnwit- „~ A . _ . ■ 

**»„!„ «. „ Ztkr-ttk ™ 5>idlc of them were war- 
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American Mssds of 'Spanish 
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lean Lincoln Brigade (signed I 



thing in psrspcuv®. E also] 
adv^ed Mm to seek a public; 
hoaring' up ambigjd- 



lag: they,'. wtsra Communist tm. v ,;. s 
inspired, . Mrs/ Boisaro Over- la October 1S33, the eosamlfe 
street said in a telephone istev chairman advised -■ Over^rsei 
view (mm their in Falls there was ,# no need” for* a.hear 



Church, Va. . . |mg f Mrs.' Overstreet said. In 

1389, ■'it advised- 'th® professor 
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Dr. : Harry A. Overstreet •' ’■ S'- 1 

3400 Fiddler*® Green . 

Lake Barcroft ■■ « 

Fall* Church. Virginia 1 : 

Doar Dr. Overstreets ■ 1 ‘ * ., ... . . 

, . ... ■ ■•• •"•■•. i ■ ; _ -.-q?'!., 

t should like to extend to you my greet-* q 



- r 




4k* 



lugs on the occasion of your 00th birthday. Your 
years have spanned a significant segment Of our s t 
' Nation's history and your efforts to relate the j 
; s < .'-v: ; v . individual to his surroundings in this era of rapid 
''.change are widely known and genuinely appreciated 
by those who ore aware of the ever-increasing , , 



■.<u . 
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complexity of life today. 
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* ' ^ ^ By utiliaing your unique experience and 

r : -^' ; ;q^abilitiea 'in; the-field: of education and psychology CD§ 
"v'/.in your analyses of communism and its threat to ; 
in'. ■' k freedom, you have contributed significantly to the _ 
.1' : intelligent and, therefore, more effective opposition g 
T’ : " ’ tocommunlsm. 4* *• 



cp 



‘ > 

,^::V 



'-h. 




o 

» 3- 



cry 

.Ml 






: nj f^i/j i •? * A 



'r, i ■, 



WCS;cr/vms^ 




• " ftf-u • '5 > .■ . ■ ■: ' r-;, . v* 1 ■. * r v -q • . 

"■ rv,! r--' . ' • ■ \\ . 




• : • . - 
W\ - 




NOTE: 



See memorandum Sullivan to Belmont dated 10/19/65 
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re ”Dr« Harry A. Overstreet, Falls Church, Virginia, Information 
Concerning, v WCStcr. Letter dated October 25, 1965, since that 
Is birthday of Dr. Overstreet and* letter ito f be delivered -q' 1 

personally by Ur. W. C. Sullivan. Director's note ‘paper used 
for special congratulatory purpose. ;■ 
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March 16, 1966 



-^MQSL ■. 



troudsburg, Pennsylvania 18360 



AIMED 









Your letterof March 9th has been received. 

With respect to your request, the FBI being 
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government neither 
makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or individual. 



- msssb m - - 

MAR 1 6 1966 

COMMAS! 



Sincerely yours, 



NOTE: | | is not identifiable in Bufiles. The Overstreets 

are well known to the Bureau and are currently preparing a book on 
the FBI which is very vfavorable. This Bureau has assisted them in 
the preparation of books in the past. 
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Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania 18360 



Mar 9, 1966 



' Urn rl y! ■= ^ f'l DM T?0 1 'i' T A 

Kim is: mcLAsmBr 



Washington D. C. 
Dear Sir - 






XD '■■■ Will you please research Harr y & Bonaro 

Overstreet, authors Of "What we Must Know about Communism. " 
and let me know whether or not they are subversive? 



Thank you, 
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Mr. Tolso.nl^i 
Mr. DeLg^Sh.. 
Mr. Moh/™-^ 



March 14 - ’66 



Dear Mr. Hoover: Tele. Room 

• ' '• V ' ' ■ ■■ I Miss Holm< 

In the January issue of Arizona’s PTA Bulletin, there is | Miss Gand - 

an article on the 90th birthday celebration of Harry A. Overstreet. i . 

They have included your name in a list of birthday mess ages -received 
by him but Only quote from yours, which seems to me a subtle way 
of trying to clear him of the "rumors" going around of his igubversjve 
activities Which the PTA has hot acknowledge though the record 
shows differently. ’ 

They quote your message as being: '’Your years have 
spanned a Significant segment Of Our Nations history andfjsOur efforts 
to relate the individual to his surroundings in this era of rapid change 
are widely known and genuinely appreciated by those who are aware of 
the ever increasing complexity of life today. By utilizing your unique 
experience and abilities in the field of education and psychology invyour 
analyses of communism and its threat to freedom you have contributed 
significantly to the intelligent and, there, effective opposition to 
communism’’ 

I hope to have you comment on the above as I cannot feel that 
even the recent work of Mr. Overstreet warrants a note of gratitude 
for preserving the American way of life. Is it true that you are against 
outlawing the communist party as it seems I recall Overstreet mentioning? 

; Was your assistant, William C. Sullivan, at this birthday 
gathering^because of his personal friendship with Mr. Overstreet,... at 
your request, or at theirs? 

I am somewhat puzzled by all this in view of your past , 
vigorous opposition to anti- American attitude. 






Sincerely, 
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herein is unclassified , 

The enclosed letter from , 

Pr e scott, Ariz ona, is critical of the Director' S congratulatory letter 
to Dr. Overstreet on his 90th birthday in view of his past record of 
"subversive activities, ' q I stated that she does not "feel 

that even the recent Work of Mr. Overstreet warrants a note of gratitude 
for preserving the American way of life. " She wishes to know whether 
I attended Dr. Overstreet's birthday party because of my personal friend- 
ship with him, at the Director's request, or at the Overstreets'. She 
further inquired if the Director favors outlawing the Communist Party. 

Dr. Overstreet and his wife are now preparing a book Which 
is most favorable to the Bureau. The Completed portions have been reviewed 
by the Domestic Intelligence and Crime Records Divisions and recommenda- A 
tions have been made for improvement in the manuscript. 

The Director did write letters to Dr. Overstreet on the occasion / 
of both his 80th and 90th birthdays, the latter being 10/25/65. I attended / 
Dr. Overstreet's birthday party and personally delivered the Director's; / 
letter to him. The file copy of this letter, dated 10/25/65, is also J 

enclosed with its cover memorandum. . ; / 

■ ■' ■ ■ ill 

■ .. V 

In his writings and speeches, Dr. Overstreet has neve r , 
manifested any sympathy for communism and his recent books have been 
devoted to alerting the American people to the subversive and totalitarian 
nature of communism as well as the evils of extremism of^tte far right.^^ 

Enclosures - / 

100-114575 ir j 
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach 
Re: DR. HARRY A. OVERSTREET 
FALLS CHURCH, VIRGINIA 
100-114575 



Gus Hall, General S ecretary of the Communist Party,„.USA, at a press 
. &nfexjence on 2 / 23/ 66, assailed Dr. Overstreet for his ' 'filthy ,c r iminal 
falsehoods" against the communist movement. 

Bufiles reveal that| |has written the Bureau on 

f our previous occa sions, beginning in November. 1961. Her letters were 
always complimentary to the Director and the Bureau, but in a letter 
dated 2/26/62, she^^expressed sentiments for the John Bjirch Society and 
Maior-G ener al E dw at in g that she did notbelieve their 

yiaws^an d activities were detrimental to the c ountry's welfare. 

In; her current letter,) is obviously questioning 

the Director's judgment in sending Dr. Overstreet a congratulatory birth- 
day message and my presence at his birthday party. Since she seems 
intent on provoking a pointless controversy with the Director do n ot 
believe her letter shou ld be acknowledg ed. 

RECOMMENDATION: 



In view of the writer' s obvious questioning of the Director's 
judgment and her seeming intent to provoke a pointless controversy with 
the Director, it is recommended that her letter not be answered. 






March 29, 1966 



Mr, J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 




Tulsa, Oklahoma 74114 



!?s SOKTA 



warning ton, u* o. . urnn^ $o ^ s' f Cl CH 

HEREIN io uNlLHOdirlLU 

Dear Mr’. Hoover: f) AT E 5- ai-gt. B Y-Sfflaia&a ■ 

Sish'is — ; — | 

Enclosed is copy of a letter I wrote to| [of 

the Baptist Sunday School Board regarding reference material in 
our Adult Teachers® Quarterly, along with a copy of his reply. 



As youican see,| [apparently was not interested in my 

observations regarding Dr. Ove rstreet's and Dr. Niebuhr 9 s "alleged 
activities". Since writing to | I have further infor- 

mation regarding these two men which I have also enclosed. 

You will note further that quoted you but did not give 

the source of his information. Will you please advise me whet her 
or not you actually made the statement quoted by I 

would appreciate it very much if you could give me this information 
at an early date so I can advise several other members of my church 
who signed the letter I wrote to and who have ques- 

tioned me about this. 



If you have any other documentation regarding Dr. Overstreet’s and 
Dr. Niebuhr 9 s activities, I will be grateful for any help you can 
give me. 






■ t. ,\v\* 
.;Ai\V 



/ ' nV<y^ : 

\> v 



Sincerely yours 




, NOT RECORDED 

i?i M&a* 1966 v 
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February 9 » 1966 



Literature Department 
Baptist Sunday School Board 
Southern Baptist Convention 
127 forth Ninth Avenue 
EJashville , Tennessee. 



ALL IHFCM is 






\ IV .‘•'■kin: 



Attention ; 



Me would like, - en^ij&vestigetton ’ and' an explanation as to why the writings of 
avert like Har ry A. Ov erstreet and Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr 'are recommended to the 
teachers ffSTfadult §Sn3ay*TISBopl classes. Me .are referring to the article 
entitled '’Sea© Helpful. Books” by Joseph F. Green on page 6 of the Adult 
Teachers quarterly, the February, 1966 issue. ■' 

To those of us who have been studying the 'Communist movement ■ in the United 
States s these names are familiar. Mr. Overstreet and his activities are 
mentioned in the following books end cu-' - . isles, among others: 

■. Hone Dare Call it treason by John Storaier . 

' Hhat We Must Know About Overstreet by Edward. Janisch ■ ' - ^ 

■Br-i Re inhold Niebuhr is. 'Mentioned .in 

Collectivism in the Churches, by Edgar G. gundy >*• - 

Invisible Government by Dan Smoot 
Democrats 0 Dilemma by Philip K. Crane,. 

It seems strange that Mg. Green as editor of specialised hooks, Broadaaa 
Bocks Department, Baptist Sunday School Board could be so uninformed or 
misinformed about men like Hr. "Overstreet and Sr* Niebuhr. In either event, 
we question- Hr. - Green's qualifications for writing the Sunday School lessons 
for yeung adults, or any other Southern Baptist literature. 

This is the - second . time to our. knowledge that a serious mistake In sojurce 
material- has appeared Ira our literature. Me are referring to ' the July- 
1 August-Saptesabee issue of the Young Peoples* Training Union Quarterly ■, and 
the unfortunate recommended reading list. 

Me would appreciate hearing from you in. regard to this matter. 

. : Sincerely yours/':-. J"' ■ 



Tulsa, Oklahoma 74114 
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, v . . A .- ' Communist 1 ' -'Front' :Organisa fciCns” Hit.h;; ; Spee:M 1 ’ ;F ? ef ereace- to the- Na tiqnal-.Ci tiseas •• 
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■ v-A'AAAAAa A mAA isAf^^ ; * 7 AAA A ; ;V.^.r. 4 ’. :/ : A/' ; • ', :AA :i ^-A ' A ■- ' 

American Cos^tteejiov, Deeocracy aixd .Intellecteal ' FreedorQ; ,' . ^AAA ,A:'AA . ; ■'.•>■ , 

' ‘SH©' 'American 1 jCommittee' 'Sponsors' 'a ACiiis®ns.A:R&^ -the " .at tacit; on 
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of Refugees 
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; ; Call , to: a Con’ferer4ca’ , :Ga 'Conetieu£io'aal : 'Liberti.es ' A, 






*Br> .Reinhoid:;Hie;buhs A . 



'• , : .■Schapp©S=’Befehse'5Co^ittee ,.; A7 ;AA V',A ; A : ;A ' A' 

A -Dr. Reihltold .Hiebuhffi .A, iu ' A . ' aA -AAA ' 

- A •■ American ; Friends of ’:the • Chinese peopleA/ , -. ■ ' AAAA A A ' A A -; ' ■ .. 
Zii-H'.A aierican;,;'l?rien<3s of Spanish Baraoc racy (Execu tive 'CosEBi t tee). ■ AA- 



: v American rFriead§:/of Alfne'- Chinese peopleA' ' 



; AmericaaA&^guey'i or • Peace ’ .% Ipskocttcy 



, ..'Aaierican,' Sttsdenfc Union -j.. . A 









y-A' : :y-C:<MB®itte'.4' iox ; '.a. Boycott Against-yyjapanese: 'Aggsesaiohe'’'; 'A;A. - .:• AAA.AAA 

'•.-yA'-Cqnsiiioers'fNatiq^ '• yA'V. 

"Coordinating' Cc^ittee'^tb^ft' tbe & vAA' . ''■" v,'- ••AA'.-.i.Ai:. 

;: n .••■ German .Supporters. f A'^: A-' : -A’ : M;A '. ,' ' ; ■;■; , V; / A. A'AA?'" 

'; Golden Book 'of .'American ■ Fr iendsbi p with;, the, ;■ Soviet. JOtaiba: A 

, 'Ydnth' : CommieteeAfor' : i^^^ ' ' : ‘ -V'A . '-'VAA'^. A'.’ A 

'Hationaly ReligioueAahd'MlADr ^Foundation. •’ . ./ . v . A /; :A:‘A%-'A"'yA-’ A AA ' ; . , ; AA ^-. ■■ A/ A 
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Casper 



Callahan 
Conrad' 

Felt — , )- 

Gale 



June 2, 1906 




1 n H ■■ ^ ■ yv • H u *— . I'-’- 

■■sist-£M^SS!ul9>L 



aaia?A: 




. , I received your letter of 'May SBth, with ■ ■- ' 

enclosure, and want to thank you for your thoughtfulness 
in writing as well as your favorable remarks concerning 
' my work*:- ^cai may be certain! will strive to merit your 
continued approval. ■ 



■ ' . With respect to your inquiry, . this Bureau 

Ms enjoyed cerdiairel&fions with Br, Overstreet over 
the years, and I did write him cnhis 
pressing the sentiments to which you referred. 



sincerely yours, 
J, Edgar hoover 



1 - Birmingham - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Sullivan - Enclosure 







'X,- 






co 



NOTE: Correspondent is net identifiable in Bufiles. The booklet, 
f *Whai You Should Know About the Overstreets, " is critical of 
Dr. Overstreet and contains examples of apparently contradictory 
statements f rom his books. The letter from the Director to 
Dr. Overstreet on his 90th birthday was hand delivered by 
Assisfetot Director William C. Sullivan and a copy is attached. 
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Ion. J . Edgar Hoover Director 
Federal Bureau Investigation 



\ 4 iff V-UOJ/VI. 

May 25, 1966 j.Mr. Callaha 

Birmingham,- Ala. . 'Mr. Conrad 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED Sr! oaiZ”! 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , £: S™, 

DAT Fs-ai-st BYggfl22Zg?L £ ^ 

H /# j Tele. Room,. 



Mr. Tolson 

; Mr. DeLoach ^— / 

j 

'Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Felt 

Mr. Gale. 

Mr. Rosen A 

Mr. Sutiivan..„A 1 



Dear Sir. 



Dr*' fjamry Q*Q(J&(i 

On a resent visit to the Baptist Book Store in 

. Qtk ' d> 



Tele. Room _ 

Miss Holmes 

Miss Gandy.. 



Birmingham I found a copy of Mind AliveDyy Harry Overstr eet ana 
his wife. I protested the sale of the book in the Baptist Book 
Store, because 1 feel Dr. Overstreet i$ somewhat of a dubious 
character. My complaint along With a copy of "What you should 
know about the Overstreets" by Mr. Edward Janisch was forwarded 
to the Office of Denominational Relations 127 Ninth Aye. No. ' 
Nashville Tenn. I have received a letter from Mr. tJomer R. Leseh 

- - ■ j 

Director of this office in which he states. 

It is difficult to reconcile what he says (Mr. Janisch) 






t{ A ,W*| 



with the statement J. Edgar Hoover recently made about Dr. Overstreets tjj 
The director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation said: lU d^il. 

"By utilizing your unique experience and abilities in the 
f ield of education and psychology * in your analysis ^of Communism 
and its threat to freedom, you have contributed significantly to (j /j J{ 



nb' intelligent and, therefore , effective opposition to Communism." 



■0$ 






Sir, I would like to know if you made this statement and 



\ — , yn^^sxi would you care to explain? I have read your book Masters of 
^ Deceit. 3r i^e recommended it to other^people^ and^Ha^^bougW^opies 
■ and Hglyen^them ,awayi I live in1fi£J^Qf the d^r Wfen /you may retire 



“31 1966 



or be replaced • As you know without my saying so you are re IT 

th ^ ^ ' ’ - 

heavily by the Anti -communist in this Country, but the statfem 



referred to above has me stopped cold inmy effort t( ? 



art ..J" ,v 

tjk 'IS . ^ 








. \ $ ■ . ' 

Hon J . Edgar Hoover -2- May 25, 1966 



Dr. Overstreets book taken off the shelf of the Baptist Book Store. 




Birmingham, Ala. 35215 



P,S. ■ 

I am a member of the Center Crest Baptist Church in 
Center Point, Ala. 




, ; ^ . L •. 5 / •: • ■ ■■■:. ■, ,, I 

' ^ ! rfT' T '"T ^3*S^S|Tr.'i] T" 

v - ■’ '\k:v&M>V, c*|pS£; sssUi* -. ■ $&V.Y 

Vk^kk^-'V./i . : W.--'’ y l.s ;:;!■'•• Mr* W,C. Sulli^aa kk'Tk Y 

• • ,1 •; '..'/ ' ■■■I . ■ ;; ’ : .' l 'i .' i' K Sl '• ’’■•‘**'5, *» SIT© R»W» Smith . - :.i;v7wv. i 



Dr«"Haxrjr A* € 

3409 Fiddler®® 



f kk.j/iVi,- <” :•. JL’* Mr© Gar nor. 



, •. ••» - »«»» •;! I*. . ^»!. i : , 1 ■ l 






I - ) ear Br*'. 



h;/ ■, by those vhO’ : iuro aware of 7th© ©ver^iaoreasiaig . . • .k*- v r?7\->k 



3409 Fiddler®© Green ^If^iiiJBEST AVAILABLE COPY 
V Me© Barcroff '" • ..*-«*« 3 . v:.r ■ ja ’ 

J. Fftlto Church, ' Virginia ;r\-'Y‘Y : n:7k .■ 7k,;' • v , ■- '.*. 7^$$? 

Bear Br« Overstreets v '\V"' ! " 7 1 '. .!• j- •: .ki r-7 

V , ; - :• X ’ ehould' liko v t© ; extend -'t© -you my greet*. 

; ings on the ioeoosion -oi 'your' 00th birthday© Your •- • 

; yedrs have - spanned a- significant., segment of. •our. • j 

- ’'nation's history- and: your- efforts to rolat© the •:■. ■■ : 

■ \,' Individual, to his surroundings la this .era of rapio , ,k.: ; . 
ehoage are widely •knowh..aad- genuinely .appreciate^ W^' 
by those who- : are aware of' the sv©r«incr easing . 1 ^ 23 

-complexity of life todays. : .k. 7Y7 Y'YYkYkY v, . , .-*&■; ' y tsY-; 

Eysutiliaing your 'unique' experience and. : !r-J3 ^ (T- •; 

^’‘-••.nbUitioe in .the- field of. education'- and psyohology i Fr, ; g. 

in. your analyses of conriunion' and - .its :• throat to- ^ 

r y •• '' freedom, you hay® eontxlilmted significantly to the 

igstelligenf : and^ :".tSieref er«ft B©r®.,©ff©©tiw,.©si®iM^ 

^■ WCSscrAm^r.' ' . ■.q ^^W 'Wsm&faC' VA-. 

•: ■ : ' ;;v. ' ■ • \ ; 4 : 'SnS 

-.- ' ’ jrciTBt " See memorandum Sullivaa: ; .to . Belmont dated 10/1.9/65 . .’ • " '/"p* 1 

'■ ' re ‘ M jOr« Harry ;A® Overstreet, Fal,ls :Church s Virginia, Informat ion.^j,^ 



J ; eompl©»ity= of. life 'todays. rr-- ; 

■ - /'• : Ey'Sutiliaing your ' unique' - experience and 



: iui r» ? !-■,•’,•( v (' Sincerely ,y< 



- m bir'thdU?- m m &mm&m ; , . ,v 

.personally by Mr© W*; €©' Sutiivah©' :; a;.,DiJ^'<it^ '•<# I 1 ', 

for special- congratulatory purpose© -v J-^ 
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What We Must Know About 

OVERSTREET 



EDWARD JANISCH 



WHAT WE MUST KNOW ABOUT OVERSTREET 

if 

Edward Janisch 



ABOUT THIS ARTICLE 

These reprints of WktWe Must Know About Overstreet, by Edward 
Janisch, will be sent postpaid to any address in the United States, at the 
following prices: 

In Quantities of 10- 99 10|f each 

In Quantities of 100-999 : ■ 8)1 each 

In Quantities of 1,000 or more. 7(1 each 

This article first appeared in the October, 1959 issue of AMERICAN 
OPINION, an informal monthly review edited by Robert "Welch. The 
subscription rate to the magazine is ten dollars per year, to any address' 
in the United States and Canada; twelve dollars to others countries. 
For either reprints or subscriptions address 

AMERICAN OPINION, Belmont, Massachusetts 02178 



Few books on Communism have fessor and chairman of the philosophy 
been favored with the bright publicity department at City College of New 
that has surrounded the Overstreets’ York, and now lecturer and writer on 
What JFe Must Know About Com - psychology, mental health, adult educa- 
munism. The late Mr. Dulles recom- tion, and communism, has fostered in 
mended 1 that the President read it. his writings a materialistic outlook that 
Newspaper and TV pictures followed, has ranged from orthodox Marxism to 
showing Eisenhower with the book in cultural relativism. It is Overstreet who 
his hand, With such high endorsement fathered the notion of the “mature 
to help, the book has gone through mind.” If you agree with his radical 
many printings. Some metropolitan beliefs, you are “mature.” If, on the 
dailies have run it in installments. An other hand, you are one of those kc{- 
inexpensive paperback edition of this wari mils who believes in God, love of 
“masterful study of Communism” has country, free enterprise, investigations 
been prepared for use as a college text, of Communism, and if you have other 
And the ghost of Stalin must be whis- similar attitudes respected by the over- 
pering to Khrushchev, “for this, there whelming majority of Americans, then 
should be dancing on our side of the you are “immature"; and quite pos- 
street.” sibly, according to Professor Overstreet, 

1 say this because Overstreet, over the you are on the road to mental illness, 
years, has lent his name to Communist What I have said is not my imagina- 
causes and his pen to a program of soft- tion running wild. It is the core of 
ening us to the threat of the conspiracy. Overstreet’s thinking, made abundant- 
His recent book on Communism does ly clear for anyone who will take the 
not, in my opinion, represent a de- trouble to read even a few of his books, 
parture from the general line of his Some of them are : The Enduring Quest 
leftist thinking, except for a clever sur- (1931), A Declaration of Interiepen- 
face attack, on Communism. The book dence (1937), TheUatureUini (1949), 
is dynamite for the unsuspecting gen- The Great Enterprise (1952) ; and those 
eral reader who may pick it up as a books written jointly with his wife, 
guide to Communism because of the Bonaro Overstreet, The Mini Alive 
official fanfares of praise he has heard. (1954), The Mini Goes Forth (1956), 
If what I say sounds alarmist, it is be- and the recent, What IPe Must Know 
cause I intend that it should. What we About Communism (1958). 
must know about Overstreet is just as All of these books have had wide 
alarming as what we must really know circulation, But 1 must caution the 
about Communism, prospective reader. Overstreet is as slick 

Harry Allen Overstreet, retired pro- and slippery as an Owen Lattimore, His 
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writings are one of the little webs injured innocence, painted with tears, 

which, along with many other webs, But it is highly deceptive. Before I deal 

the Communists weave together to with those “tenuous associations,” I 

make up the Big Lie of their total web should like to skim over the social 

of deception, He does his work with philosophy of poor, unsuspecting, 

half-truth, glittering generality, mis- abashed Professor Overstreet, 

placed emphasis, significant omission, His Mature Mini 1949, bad an un- 
and other tricks that mark the profilic usually profound respect for Karl Marx, 

popularizes and propaganda hack. The whose “piled up proofs” of the abuses 

trained reader, however, who is able to of the- economic processes “was a job 

find his way through the silver linings well done.” For Overstreet, this was a 

into the dark clouds themselves, will “triumph of logic," and Marx’s .-‘urgent 

soon see -that what appear ort the sur- demand that working men stop taking 

.face of Overstreet’s writings to be the the economic order for granted was a 

grandiose' schemes of a super-idealist bid for the increased use of the mind,” 
are, in fact, rank examples of leftist It’s unfortunate though, the' professor 
propaganda, tells us, that the “social regeneration” 

was to be accomplished by force. What, 
II . other than Marx’s exhortation to rev- 

A sample of this master of confu- olution and violence, does Overstreet 
sion at work might serve as a good in- mean by “urgent demand?” 
traduction to his background, Profes- Karl Marx in his own lifetime would 
sor Overstreet writes in The Mini have been delighted to know what an 
Alive, 1954, that he and his wife re- American professor would proclaim in 
cently “had occasion , , . to try to clear 1949: Our economic system uses fear as 
up, not only for the record but for our a weapon to such an extent that every- 
own minds, certain tenuous associations where, men and women are terrified 
one of us had a decade or more ago over the prospect of losing their jobs; 
with several groups that were later the system is so bad as to cause a iom- 
shown to be tainted by Communist in- inant fear by ten-year-old American 
filtration ... we went to Washington children that their fathers will lose their 
and to the office of one individual who jobs and end up on the industrial scrap- 
.. . . was known for his ‘toughness to- heap. And that’s not all. According to 
ward anything that savored of Com-- Overstreet: “Our strange economy has 
munism. We put our problem to him- never been interested in the whole 
particularly with regard to one organ- human being, but only in those aspects 
ization which we could only vaguely of his nature from which some mone- 
place but that he told us had been prac- tary profit could be derived.” Unsus- 
ticing a calculated subversion even at pecting, “abashed" Overstreet is of the 
the time when one of us had unsus- opinion that industry, business and 
pecdngly signed one of its petitions. He some of the professions have acted as 
laid the facts before us-and they were a conspiracy to prevent raising the 
striking enough to make us feel standard of living, so that they could 
abashed ...” make bigger profits, 

Here is indeed a touching picture of I don’t want to belabor the point, but 



one of Overstreet’s earlier ideas, penned sued by the American Committee for 

in 1931, is as good an index of his think- Protection of Foreign Born. This 

ing as any: “Until various sharp-eyed Committee had been officially listed 

men of a more realistic turn saw through as subversive a number of years be- 

the pleasant sham, it was a prevalent fore Overstreet lent it his support. 

habit to praise the workers as the salt 

of the earth and quote Scripture , to Signed a public statement of the 
them about the virtue of industry.,, American Committee to Save Refu- 

In those days the simple workers, thus gees. Again, this Committee had been 

bedazzled, would fling up their caps officially declared subversive before 

and cheer lustily in honor of their own Overstreet gave it his support. 

greatness and glory,” Marx put it much 

more simply : “Religion is the opium of . Professor Overstreet was listed on 
the people," And Lenin, another favor- the letterhead of the Committee of 

ite of Overstreet, used the words, “spir- the American Friends of Spanish 

. itual gin,” When the facts were laid Democracy, February, 1938; also, he 

before him, unsuspecting Dr, Overstreet was Committee member of the Medi- 

felt “abashed." cal Bureau, American Friends (see 

their letterhead, November, 1936; 

III Hew Masses, January, 1937), 

With this as background, it might 

be well to investigate (hose “tenuous Member of Descendants of the 
associations” that Overstreet could only American Revolution, as shown by 

vaguely recall. After all, this man-of- the Daily Worker, February, 1939. 

the-mature-mind tells us. in 1949, the Also named as sponsor on the pam- 

“thing we can do to make clear the phlet, “Descendants of the American 

image of maturing is to associate our : . Revolution.” 
selves with groups that promote matur- ' 
ing.” He associated himself with the fol- Signed circular for Friends of the 
lowing nine Communist front organ- Abraham Lincoln Brigade, 
izations, stretching from the 1930’s to 

August, 1950: Signer, 1943, of message of National 

‘ Federation -for Constitutional Liber- 
. Member, New York Committee of ties, addressed to United States House 
the American Committee for De- of Representatives. Again, this front 
mocracy and Intellectual Freedom, as was listei before Overstreet lent it his 
shown on letterheads dated Septem- support. 
ber, 1939 and December, 1939, Signer 

of petition, January, 1940; sponsor, Signer of a letter sponsored by the 
according to a leaflet, of a Rally held Schappes Defense Committee, Octo- 

in April, 1940. ber, 1944, Again, this front was listei 

before Overstreet lent it his support. 

The Daily Worker, August, 1950 

reported that Overstreet had signed a “Children in Concentration Camps” 
statement against denaturalization is- reveals that Professor Overstreet was 
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a sponsor of the Spanish Relief Cam- worth a close examination, and it is 
puign. just as loaded as the statement on 

“tenuous associations.” 

Surely there is nothing “flimsy” or Dr, Overstreet states that he has never 
“slight” - or tenuous - about so im- been a Communist or a sympathizer 
pressive a background of Communist with Communist tactics or philosophy, 
front associations. And when Over- except for a brief hope that the Russian 
street writes “associations of , , , a Revolution might lead to democracy in 
decade or more ago,” he apparently Russia. Also, that he never knowingly 
does not mean, by “decade,” ten years, helped a movement or organization 
What of his claim that several groups that had Communist aims. Can it be 
“were later shown to be tainted by that this educated man, this professor 
Communist infiltration?” A quick of philosophy and psychology, this na- 
check of the list will show that tion-wide lecturer, this “mature” mind, 
American Committee for Protection of who is mentioned nine times as lend- 
Foreign Born, American Committee to ing his name to Communist causes, did 
Save Refugees, The National Federa- so all nine times without knowing what 
tion for Constitutional Liberties, The he was doing? Yes, he tells us, and 
Schappes Defense Committee - all of without blushing. 
these, as we have indicated above, were He tells us that one of the reasons 
listed before Dr, Overstreet lent them why he made these “mistakes” was be- 
his services. Some one is telling tales, cause he was “profoundly aware of the 
and it is not the public record. rising menace of fascism,” but that he 
In sum, what Overstreet wrote in was not “in any equal measure aware 
The Mini Alive, 1954, is a calculated of communist infiltration.” Our new 
mis-statement of the facts; the “asso- expert on Communism adds, that when 
ciations” were specific, not “tenuous"; appeals came to him that sounded 
the “decade or so ago” omits his more humanitarian,” he had “little or no sus- 
recent activities; and the “later shown picion that they might be communist.” 
to be Communist-tainted” is a bold How much, Professor Overstreet, is a 
fairy tale, “little?” Further, since his retirement 

Dr. Overstreet fails to mention, in at CCNY, he has led a “nomadic life,” 
The Mind Alive, that six months ear- lecturing all over the country. Hence, 
lier, on .July 21,-1953, he had filed an he reacted to these organizations on 
affidavit with the House Un-American “cursory" information. A most jmma- 
Activities Committee at his own re- ture thing for a mature mind to do. 
quest. He did this, he claims in the af- Besides, claims Overstreet, as if to clinch 
fidavit, to set the record straight, and his argument, in his writings he has 
because patriotic groups were disturb- consistently “stated and restated (his) 
ing his lecture plans in California and confidence in our American way of 
Arizona. Possibly the Professor had life.” This should prove that he was 
other reasons for attempting to “puri- not favoring Communism. In this 
fy” himself, but he has not made them double talk Professor Overstreet could 
public, hardly have been referring to his pas- 

His reasoning in the affidavit is well sage on “Our strange economy,” which 
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is a good example of his “confidence” Newspeak or his personality has un- 
in our way of life. / dergone shock treatment-and 1 do not 

The specific reasons he offers for think it is the latter, 
lending his name to the Communist Professor Overstreet explains that 
fronts include: A number of names on “there may seem to be a discrepancy 
a list were so impressive, he thought between my prolonged self-searching 
this reason enough to sign; a petition ... and my signing ... of petitions 
sounded convincing; he always tends to that I did not investigate at all. I can 
contribute to refugee causes; for the only say that ... I was not yet sus- 
Spanish fronts, he had a complete be- picious of Communist infiltration of 
lief and he was “very tardy and re- humanitarian causes.” Seem to be? This 
luctant” about changing his mind on is more calculated nonsense! These are 
these; some strangers came to his hotel listed Communist fronts, pure and sim- 
room and asked him if he would like pie, and not “humanitarian causes.” 
to join a group more liberal than the - For what it’s worth, our new expert 
Sons and Daughters of the Revolution, on Communism ends his 1953 affidavit 
and he said yes; he hated Schappes, a by stating: “1 am no longer in doubt 
fellow teacher, and felt guilty about it, about the Communist threat," To show 
so he signed the petition to make sure his good faith, he indicates that he tes- 
he was being fair, tified before a Senate Committee, where 

Time wont permit a detailed anal- he stated that Communists ought not 
ysis of all of these tenuous excuses, but teach; and, that he is writing a book 
I do want to examine his statement on- about the psychological threat Com- 
the National Federation for Constitu- munism poses. And woe to us from 
tional Liberties. Here, he signed a Com- that book and the others he has written, 
munist protest against the proceedings . 
of the Dies Committee, and he adds, IV 

“1 still feel that the House Committee Overstreet quoted from his own 
hearings as they were teg conducted writings to demonstrate to his personal 
at that time called for protest.” Profes- satisfaction that he had never been 
sor Overstreet adds' that, “almost up to sympathetic.to Communism. I shall use 
the present” he had underestimated this method to examine his writings 
Communist infiltration; hence, he did from 1949 to the writing of his book’ on 
not see the need for the Committee. Communism in 1958. From an exam- 
The reader might get the impression ination of themes from his books, the 
that Overstreet is talking about the reader can decide to what purposes Pro- 
1930’s. I shall show shortly that one of fessor Overstreet has been sympathetic, 
the most savage attacks in either Eng- (1) First, though the order is not 
lish or Russian was made by Over- important, he savagely denounces Con- 
street, not only against the Hon. Mar- gressional investigations of Commu- 
ted Dies, but against the Committee in nism : and, later, he steadily minimizes 
general, and “McCarthyism,” in 1952! their worl[ to nothingness. Dr. Over- 
When Overstreet tells us in his affi- street in 1952, shortly before he filed his 
davit of 1953 that he has now “deli- : affidavit with the House Un-American 
nitely” changed his mind, he is using Activities Committee, wrote one of the 
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most vicious attacks on Congressional 
investigations ever printed. He pictures 
the Hon. Martin Dies as a malicious 
reactionary, who has used the cover of 
a feigned Communist threat to smash 
liberal ideas, and all ideas. Similarly, 
Overstreet finds “McCarthyism” a 
“ruthless” imitation of the techniques 
of totalitarianism. The professor charges 
that the House Committee, “far from 
guarding our nation against subver- 
sives," has used the trust of the Amer- 
ican people “to subvert certain Amer- 
ican freedoms ... It has been able, in 
an alarming degree, to terrorize non- 
conformity into silence." Venom-spew- 
ing Overstreet insists that the Com- 
mittee’s practices “had been a favorite 
method of totalitarianism.” The hear- 
ings “appear” to be imitating “the mass 
trials of Communist China (where) 
thousands of the accused were disposed 
of by the roar of the ‘People’s’ Court- 
Kill-Kill-Kill!’’ ■■ 

That is what Overstreet wrote in 
1952. The discerning reader will not be 
amazed by the shifts and dodges con- 
cocted in The Mini Alive, two years 
later, 1951, where the professor piously 
tells us that, in 1952, he and his wife 
sat at a Senate Internal. Security Com- 
mittee Hearing and observed some cyn- 
ical Communists “actually” using ob- 
structionist tactics. It doesn’t take 
“abashed” Overstreet long to get back 
to' his line. The trouble is, he writes, 
these Committees were “amateurishly 
set up," because we are all amateurs 
to this “age of conspiracy,” and, “the 
type of person to be hunted out and 
exposed was so vaguely defined that 
wide latitude was given to ignorance,, 
prejudice, partisan animosity, political 
. ambition, and/or the publicity hunter. 
Also, because the methods to be used 



were so unprecedented, proper safe- 
guards were not provided “against 
harming the innocent.” What is the 
difference between this double talk and 
his vicious slander in 1952? 

Overstreet next quickly gets rid of the 
various government listings with a slick 
discourse on: “What kind of research 
has preceded the listing? Does it 
mean . . . ?” And with a host of similar 
absurd questions, unsuspecting, duped 
Overstreet demonstrates that listings 
are subject to error and no answer to 
the Communist threat. Loyalty oaths go 
the same way. And he writes that the 
alternative to government investiga- 
tions “is an effective inside program 
for preventing Communist infiltration.” 

This man who himself claims that 
he was duped, and who allegedly would 
not himself read the reports citing the 
Communist fronts to which he lent his 
name, is now asking citizens to do 
their own policing and to read about 
Communism, 

His line two years later, in 1956, cau- 
tions us against “cynical Communists,” 
and at the same time warns us against . 
“subverting the constitution , by using 
words such as “Fifth Amendment 
Communist.’’ In 1958 the House Com- 
mittee is not mentioned, in what pur- 
ports to be a guide to what we must 
\now about Communism, except in 
one sentence, where the Committee is 
included among an assortment of 
groups that have said that Negroes are 
loyal. 

Is it necessary to mention that Over- ■ 
street stated in his 1953 affidavit to the 
House Committee that he has “defin- 
itely changed his mind," and now rec- 
ognizes the necessity for the Commit- 
tee to investigate “undercover subver- 
sion" of the Conspiracy “on a full time 



basis?” Maybe it is. He changes his 
supposed views so rapidly, so cleverly, , 
and so boldly that you need a guide to 
keep up with him. 

(2) A second important theme in 
Professor Overstreet’s writings is his 
systematic attac( on anti-Comunists, 
whom he li\ens to hate-mongers, fas- 
cists, ani- especially -personality dis- 
order cases. The reader will remember 
that Overstreet stressed in his affidavit, 
1953, that he has consistently “stated 
and restated” his “confidence in our 
American way of life.” Let’s look at 
some more of that “confidence," a la 
Overstreet, in 1919: “Political author- 
itarianism is now in such full swing,” 
(that) “while a man looks silly kick- 
ing a chair, he can, -our political as- 
sumptions being what they are-look 
brave, loyal, and patriotic kicking an 
enemy who has been officially labelled 
‘kickable’.” The Professor adds that if 
the man “kicks hard enough ... he 
may even be appointed to office or re- 
ceive a monthly stipend from his gov- 
ernment.” Freedom is slavery, and 
Orwell’s ghost might well consult 
Overstreet to get the proper Newspea{ 
that equals “confidence” in this age of 
brave, new experts on Communism, 

Dr. Overstreet uses “psychology” as 
a weapn for his smear attacks on pa- 
triots. Character structure is . a key 
phrase in his arsenal, and from 1939 on, 
the professor insists that there is some- 
thing deficient' or defective in the char- 
acter or personality structure of Amer- 
icans who are resolute in their fight 
against Communism. 

Thus, in 1952, Overstreet whined that 
he and his ilk who “saw hope in the 
Russian Revolution," and who cared 
about “injustice," were now being 
hounded by patriots who were skeptical 



of his dodges. More often than not, 
Overstreet claims, these bounders were 
satisfied with “prevailing inhumanities;' 
or were ignorant of them; or were 
morally indifferent to them . . . They 
hate communism . . , much as com- 
munism hated' fascism and Nazism.” 
Sly Overstreet cautions his readers to: 
"Beware of the wolves in our midst in 
anti-Communist clothing." All of this 
“hostility” and “disguised totalitarian- 
ism,” claims the professor, is a conspir- 
acy, not to root out subversives, but to 
“smash the liberals,” And if you don’t 
know this, you’re “a lamb among the 
wolves, And what are we among the 
Overstreets? 

Dr. Overstreet wages the same psy- 
chological warfare in 1953, as he 
smashes out at the determined efforts 
of patriots by labelling them “exagger- 
ated expressions of personality prob- 
lems; as hostility and frustration on the 
rampage; as deep emotional insecurity 
venting itself,” 

The line doesn’t change with time. . 
In 1956 he simply has found more 
“scientific evidence” for his former no- 
tions on authoritarian personalities nod 
sic\ anli-Communists. By 1958, our new 
what - have - you -in- Communist - expert - 
clothing has it that the “majority” of 
anti-Communists “are still inventing the 
Communism' to which they are . op- 
posed: fashioning it out of what they 
have hated and feared in the American 
scene.” Please note the use of the word 
“majority ’ "-Overstreet has not been at- ' 
tac{ing some lone cm\ or disgruntled 
clique. 

(3) The first two themes eliminated 
Congressional investigations of Com- 
munism and the vigilant work of pri- 
vate citizens. The next important theme 
represents one of Overstreet’s solutions 
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to the problem of Communism, Dr. talk means -that will make us less 
Overstreet would "enlighten" his red- vulnerable to a “Conspiratorial Com- 
er; about the Communist Conspiracy, munist.” Overstreet tells us that a “di- 

but then tell them that “understanding," rect hitting- out” at Communism is a 

not tough laws, is the way to deal with “dubious contribution," It’s rather 
it, strange , that Professor Overstreet can 

The time is 1952, as he asks: “Has use the. real and present danger lan- 

the reader had the uncanny experience guage of the Court, and still recom- 
of being called a Communist because mend that we defend ourselves by doing 
he has expressed a liberal view ? " A few nothing about Communism, 

of Overstreet’s liberal views in that year But it’s not strange that Overstreet’s 
include his denunciation of security 1954 “‘real and present danger’” be- 

procedures for obtaining passports (the comes a chapter on “Clear and Present 

professor must be happy on that score Danger” in 1956, The double talk was 

today), and his belief that loyalty oaths no longer necessary by then. The pro- 

are an imitation of “Communist meth- lessor now tells us that we must do the 

ods” and an infringement on personal opposite of the "extremist” and adopt 

rights “so . long as (the person) per- “the far more exacting and lonely tac- 

forms no acts that go counter to the tics of the moderating mind.” This 

laws of the land.” They further include means “respecting the established hab- 

such a “liberal view” as that the way its and attitudes, vested interests, tra- 

to resolve the conflict with Russia is ditions, and deep loyalties of the indi- 

through “contacts with cultures” or viduals and groups on both sides of a 

that we must achieve “the toleration of given issue." We ought to invite both 

certain minimal differences within even sides to think of these issues “as able 

the most tyrannical culture, with all to be modified.” After all, writes Over- 

such toleration implies in the way of street, the position on a given issue is 

the re-animation of men’s minds.” “partly, rather than absolutely right,” 

Let’s all get re-animated with a certain and it is a product of “human history 

minimal amount oj Communism . rather than ‘nature.’ ” Isn’t Dr, Over- 
Overstreet in 1954 alerts us to the street saying, let’s respect Communism, 

“new and startling story we are begin- and modify our stand? After all, we’re 

ning to learn.” “We must do some- only partly right, and besides, our be- 

thing,” to counter this “‘real and pres- lief in natural principles will 'fall to 

ent danger,’ ” But ‘ contrary to the pieces once we accept' the human his- 

Court, which used 'real and present’ tory concept of. Marxism, 

instead of clear and present danger , to (4) The ' we’re only partly right’ 
show that conspiracy to initiate a rev- tactic of Overstreet goes back to his 

olution when the time is ripe is a grave Mature Mind, 1949, and serves as a key 

crime, Overstreet orders our common to the next interwoven theme: See{ 

defense as follows: “The program does understanding and agreement with the 

not invite us to do enough things to Soviet Union. Despite the Communist 

the enemy directly and forcibly.” gobbling up of Eastern Europe, he tells 

Rather, we are supposed to “do things us not to adopt the “we-are-good-and- 

to ourselves” — whatever that double you-are-not-so-good” attitude in dealing 



with Russia. will not get hot, is to work through 

In 1952, Dr. Overstreet gives us the the United Nations for “mutual under- 
startling news that the Soviet Regime standing rather than . . . proud stand- 

has murdered upwards of 3,000,000 pattism.” Our “weapons” will be “ideas” 

peasants (how modest he is with his and . “patterns of human relationships.” 

statistics). But before long he advises Overstreet’s line doesn’t change one bit 

us that people are never as bad or as in What We Must Know About Corn- 

good “as the doctrines they profess." munism, in 1958. 

It would be a “great mistake” to be- (5) Now that we’ve got rid of every 
lieve that “all of the Russian govern- imaginable program of defense against 

ment” is “irrevocably committed in Communism, and realize that our best 

practice to the wholly collectivised defense is “mutual understanding,” we 

man,” And I think it would be a fatal might consider briefly the fifth theme 

mistake to believe Overstreet. from Overstreet which I have selected: 
Professor Overstreet’s defense pro- Renunciation of patriotism for world 

gram in that year of the Korean war citizenship. 

called for “weakening the enemy from Harry Allen Overstreet has no room 
within” . . . making his resistance less in his heart for singular love of his 

because he finds less he is called upon country, He attacks patriotism as if it 

to resist ... we are fighting,- “not an were a disease. In 1949 he tells us that 

immutable doctrine called communism “an emotional tie-up” with our own 

but mutable people who call themselves ' group, so that we think it is more right 
communists!' and reasonable than other groups, 

. Two years later, in 1954, Dr. Over- makes us “hostile.” Dr. Overstreet es- 

street writes approvingly that in Korea pecially denounces our political insti- 

“the way to settlement is being sought tutions for making us “hostile,” and 

without either side having won." -It is for shouting “treason” at those who 

not surprising that he is pleased that are trying to build the “supra-ethnic 

we were fighting a war we were not mind:’’ 
permitted to win. What is needed, In 1952, the professor, lauds “the ma- 

Overstreet tells us, is participation in ture individual” whose “voice and vote 

United Nations projects that foster can be enlisted in opposition to the 

“mutual respect.” He isn’t, of course, chauvinistic nationalism and in support 

referring to a police action. of the more genuine patriotism of a 

And what is our mature mind think- united mankind.” Two years later, it is 

ing in 1956? Nuclear developments are the same thing, only more so, Now, 

such “that the danger inherent in war our “good-will” ought to include even 

now precludes the danger of there be- the “enemy”; unlike the “emotionally 

ing a war." This new tactic of his, disturbed individual” who is against 

throwing a smoke cloud over the Krem- the unfamiliar and the foreign, we 

lin’s clear plan to use military strata- need the “extraordinary health and 

gens and pre-emptive wars, depending faith” of a “sense of the species.” 

on the chance of success, should be In 1956 Overstreet spells out precisely 
watched closely. The thing to do in what he means by “one world.” “Why,” 

this cold war, which Overstreet insists he asks, “should we lock ourselves up 
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with our tight walls of national sus- 
picion-glaring at one another — when 
we might have a far better time of it 
by talking things over together; getting 
the hand of one another’s problems; 
lending a hand?” Lading a hand 




This brief picture I’ve developed - 
and it is brief in relation to all of the 
things Overstreet has said and written 
-represents the background of our 
new expert on Communism. His past 
record is enough to alarm even the 
most forgiving and gentle nature, 

But what is truly fantastic, is that 
Professor Overstreet could take his for- 
mer leftist notions, plus some deadly 
new ones, and boldly throw them into 
a boo{ on Communism that has won 
the approval of our top policy-ma\ers. 

' V 

Another generation— if we are still 
free -may well remember the Over- 
streets’ What We Must Know About 
Communism, as a. stupendous attempt 
that was designed to soften us at the 
very hour of our crisis, 1 say this, be- 
cause the book attempts to make pala- 
table certain notions which- would, if 
accepted by large numbers of Ameri- 
cans, render us helpless in the face of 
the onslaught of World Communism. 

Here is a book on Communism, in 
which not one of J. Edgar Hoover’s 
somber warnings is mentioned — (Over- 
street mentions the F.B.I. chief as being 
opposed to outlawing the Party). Here’s 
a book in which espionage, a major 
activity and purpose of the Party, gets 
less than a page of asides. In short, it 
is a book as conspicuous by what it 
omits as by what it includes. A brief 
examination of some of Overstreet’s 
central ideas will show what I mean. 






The first stick of dynamite planted 
by the professor is a “new look” for 
Khrushchev. The Red boss is a “leader 
of the Lenin type,” who is opposed to a 
Stalinist cult-of-the-personality dictator- 
ship. Good evidence of this is Premier 
Khrushchev’s February, 1956 speech ex- 
posing Stalin, Actually, “Khrushchev 
adheres consistently and most strictly 
to the principles of collective leadership 
and fights energetically for the obser- 
vance of the Leninist standards of Party 
life.” Every quotation in this paragraph 
is ta\en from the latest official Soviet 
biography of Khrushchev-and I have 
used it without fear because it sum- 
marizes concisely Professor Overstreet's 
position, and duplicates much of his 
■language. 

The second phase of this “new look” 
is to picture “professional" Party-man 
Khrushchev as a “humane” sort of fel- 
low who is opposed to using terror on 
a Stalinist scale, unless it is forced on 
him, as it was in Hungary, where he 
was protecting a vital interest of the 
Revolution. Thus, the Overstreets 
would have us believe ‘that “No one, 
perhaps, has felt the brunt of Khrush- 
chev’s terror more decisively than have 
the Soviet writers:” Hungarians, treated 
as an aside in this context, would hardly 
agree with Overstreet’s estimate of 
Khrushchev’s terror or its most likely 
target. They, as do countless millions 
of others, know him for the savage 
that he is. 

What is the purpose of this “new 
look,” which pictures Khrushchev as a 
humane, collective-type leader dedicated 
to Partyism? It is to show us that this 
“professional” does not want a hot war 
with us. This is Overstreet’s second 
stick of dynamite. 

Khrushchev wants to defeat us 



through economic competition, and 
only in this way, claims Dr. Overstreet. 
The Russians intend to win, the pro- 
fessor tells us, and this new type of 
“co-existence” is part of the “permanent 
revolution.” Watch the tricks of propa- 
gandist Overstreet: 

“It would be sheer folly, however, 
for us to think that such competition 
with the Soviet Union can be peace- 
■ ful, Khrushchev has already made 
dear that he rates it as a non-shooting 

phase of the ‘permanent revolution’ 

» 

, Please reread that statement. It is per- 
fect Newspeak: It’s folly to think that 
the competition can be peaceful; but it 
is non-shooting! Let me complete the 
quotation to show once more what we' 
are up against with Overstreet. 

"... . This means that every positive 
policy we adopt, every creative pro- 
gram we set up for cultural ex- 
change or foreign aid, will be de- 
clared by the Soviet Union .and all 
Communist Parties : around the 
world to be a form of imperialism." 
We’d like to have Professor Over- 
street name for us just one Communist, 
of his acquaintance or otherwise, who 
is opposed to “cultural exchange"! No 
amount of build-up, with words like 
“positive policy” and “creative pro- 
gram,” can alter the fact that “cultural 
exchange” is a dearly held Communist 
idea, never denounced. As to foreign 
aid, just where are the screams from 
Moscow about our aid to Tito, Gomul- 
ka, and Sukarno, among others? 

It might be well to have Professor 
Overstreet sum up this second major 
notion of his: “Soviet Imperialism 
is a specific product of the Khrushchev 
era of ‘peaceful competition' and it 
represents one major aspect of the 



USSR’s effort to take over the world 
without the risks involved in open 
warfare.” I could cite a dozen experts 
who are warning us about Soviet plans 
for limited war. [And the very day this 
is being put in shape for the printer, the 
Communists are using armed forces in 
an attempt to ta{e over Laos. Editor,] 
The question to be asked is: Why has 
Overstreet completely omitted military 
strategems and force, the bolshevi\ 
standard tactics, as well as subversion 
and espionage, from his study ? 

There are two^ possible answers. The 
first is, to soften us by giving us a 
dream world in which Communist 
tanks are absent. The second is what 
I consider to be. the third stick of 
planted dynamite: A demand that we 
negotiate 4nd go to the Summit-mA 
by so doing, also give Khrushchev per- 
manent title to Eastern Europe. Harry 
and Bonaro . Overstreet insist that 
Khrushchev demands that the West 
respect the status quo in Eastern Eu- 
rope at any Summit Conference. The 
Red leader will permit no discussion 
on the satellite countries, about whom 
we must forget. And what does our 
expert on Communism suggest? 

“We believe in negotiations." Dr. 
Overstreet insists that we negotiate 
“whenever there is hope of achieving 
even small dependable agreements.” 
And he specifies that we dash off to the 
Summit, 

Professor Overstreet, who knows all 
about these things, tells us that we must 
bargain with the Communists. And this 
bargaining “embodies both a respect foi 
what each party has declared indispen- 
sable to separate well-being and what 
all parties have agreed on as indispen- 
sable to their common well-being." 

In short, we are to run to the Summit 
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after telling Khrushchev we have no 
more interest in Eastern Europe; and 
then, at the Summit, we will see what 
more we can bargain away, 

The fourth stick of dynamite— there 
are more, the ones I’ve selected are 
simply more glaring-deals with an old 
problem of Overstreet’s: Communist 
control, (or should I say, “understand- 
ing! 1 ”), The professor has a huge dia- 
lectical discourse on the problem of 
what to do with “conspiratorial com- 
munists,” but he resolves it all with a 
quotation: “ ‘Freedom for the wise is so 
supremely important that it is worth 
the price of making the silly free, too.’ 
We have remembered this comment 
because it expresses a point of view 
which most of us Americans profoundly 
cherish., It is in the spirit of this view- 
point that a great many anti-Commu- 
nists have opposed all attempts to make 
any legal distinction between Commu- 
nists and non-Communists in terms of 
freedoms to be exercised.” 

Does the reader know any anti-Com- 
munists who consider Communists to 
be “silly," or who have opposed making 
laws to protect ourselves? Because we 
mustn’t legislate or investigate or ap- 
parently do anything about Commu- 
nists, the professor tells us, “We as 
citizens, therefore, must equip ourselves 
to do by understanding ■vtfot cannot 
be done by law!’ This is Overstreet’s 
plan of defense. 

The book ends with pleas for more 
“tenderness” and less hostility; for more 
rights for the “individual”; for “in- 
clusiveness,” rather than narrow na- 
tional-mindedness; and with a plea to 
halt nuclear tests. Dr, Overstreet - 
fittingly, we think -quotes 1 Norman 
Cousins: 



'“The question is not what policy 
we should devise that makes sense for 
America alone but rather what policy 
makes sense in human terms.’” Of 
course the nine hundred million en- 
slaved subjects of the Soviet tyranny do 
not come within the “human terms” 
for consideration. Their condition, as 
simply Soviet cattle without human 
rights, is a fait accompli which has no 
bearing on American policy to be de- 
termined with regard for the whole 
human race. 

VI 

The Report of the 1958 American 
Bar Association Special Committee On 
Communist Tactics, Strategy, And Ob- 
jectives, listed the following among the 
major Communist Tactics: 
Nullification of the Smith Act and 
other anti-Communist legislation 
The Peace Offensive 
Summit Conferences 
Cultural Exchanges 
Halt Nuclear tests 

You will note that Professor Over- 
street batted one thousand for the Com- 
munist objectives in that list. And you 
will already have noted that the Over- 
streets’ most distinguished reader, Presi- 
dent Eisenhower, has invited the hu- 
mane and professional Party man, 
Khrushchev-with some twelve million 
coldblooded murders in his record - 
to a summit of the summits. The only 
surprise left for you is the fact that, in 
the latest editions of that same Bar 
Association Committee Report, Profes- 
sor Overstreet's book appears in the 
bibliography as suggested reading. As 
the little boy said, when he heard the 
clock strike fourteen, “it’s later than it 
has ever been before.” 



Nahmal Chairman 
JAI, F. CANNON 

NATHHM. EHCUTTVI (ietTriai, 
C. E. NUTHINIIIW 



AUKTanT ItCfkTANT 
WH. F, tauu 

MtCTM LftIUN AND UTHAIVIU 
(IMEN T. ALUION 



WORKERS’ PARTY 

OF AMERICA 




“THE WORKER" 
official wuklt onqam 

I1.N PU TUN 

EDITORS 
i . LOUIS ENQDAHL 
JAT LOVtSTQNI 
WM. F. SUNN 

CARTOONIST 
ROBERT MINOR 



NATIONAL OFFICE 
799 BROADWAY, ROOM 405 
NEW YORK CITY, N. I 



June 10,1&3 

Prof.Ht A. Overstreet, 

College of tie City df N,Y.{ 

New York City,N,Y. 

Ny dear prof, Overstreet, 

Under separate cover I am sending you a oopy of 
my took ■The QDveiment--Strlketl»aker B , I have taken the privilege of 
autographing it. 

I an sorry that I was unable to arrange my tine so 
as to keep that appointment of mine with $ou, Court orders in Miohigan 
broke up my plans, 

There is nothing 1 would appreciate mors than your 
going thr? the book and giving me a criticise of lt.Ferhaps you could 
write a review °f it and sand It to some of your magazines? 

By the way I wonder whether it would not be possible 
for us to get together for a few minutes during the last week in June.ilm 
planning to be out of town for a few days beginning the 16th, 

Hoping to hear from you, 1 am, 

Sincerely yours, 

h 



The above letter did not appear in the original printing of Mr. Janisch’s 
article, but was added in the December, 1965 reprint of “What We Must Know 
About Overstreet.” 

When Jay Lovestone sent this letter to Overstreet, Lovestone was the official, 
admitted, recognized head of the Communist Party in the United States, and 
The Wor{ers Party Of America was at that time the official name of what is 
now the CPUSA. Our reproduction here is from the original letter, and Ameri- 
can Opinion assures Prof. Overstreet that it came into our hands through entirely 
legal and proper methods. 
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AMERICAN 0 PINION 



Is Charles deGaulle a 
Communist? 



FRANCE 

The Tragic Years, 1939-1947 



ALL ^FORMATION CONTAINED 
HCLASS I H lD 

f Je Gaulle's earl, ears or) DATLjfcihiA & { ( 



jus t| n 5L 



THE TRAGEDY OF FRANCE 



Staff 



(His recent career ) 



The two books that give you the 
whole story in frightening detail 



each: one dollar 



Order from 

AMERICAN OPINION — Belmont, Massachusetts 02178 





Tulsa, Oklahoma 



ijoril T s 126® 



• iiurtliu S i! 



viutirtl lUlJ ! Ajf 

EREffl IS- •BNCLASSiFi 

'AT£5^£!«___BV >a 

5VS4 7oC • 






Dear 

, : Your letter of March '20% with, enclosures,- 

has been received. 



s ‘ i 



With respect to your- inquiry, the FBI does 
.not issue clearances or .nohclearances of any type. In 
addition, information contained in our files must he mam- 
•tained as confidential in accordance with regulations of the 
Department of Justice. Therefore, I am certain you will . 
understand why I am not in a' position to furnish you the ; 
specific data you requested. / 



. . With respect to 
wrote Dr. Overstreet on his 9wtn sm 



letter, I 



use me 



language . mentioned. 



Sincerely yours, 



r“HM&IL,£0. m 



m ? m 






± Edgar Hoover 



1 - Okl ahoma Ci ty. - 'Enclosures (4) 

NOTE: and Dr. Sullivan' are not identifiable in Bufiles. 

Dr. Niebuhr is well known in Bufiles for his left-wing activities. 



DTP: c me 



j/ 



' o i 

fc. 

! 






ETYPE UNIT 1 



ivfybJ/- i s- y? 









Honorable Maryin Watson - : 
Special Assistant to. the President 
The White House . , ' 

Washington,.. D. "‘C # ■ 



December 2, 1866 
BY LIAISON , ■ . _ 



iu<>r\ s i.v. 



IS uNCLASSIFIE 



Dear Mr. Watson: 






Heferenc© is made' to the name check request from 
Mrs*; Mildred Stegall regarding the forthcoming Women® s White 
House Supper Buffet. . 



The files of the FBI were checked and found to contain" ' £' 
no derogatory information identifiable- with the following individuals: - : x 




TELETYPE UNIT □ 1— MfmRosen- Enclosures (13) JMMnah^ (8) 







lonOratee Marvm Watson 



Rnna? 



The fingerprint files of me Identification Division of 
the- FBI contain no arrest data identifiable- with the above-mentioned . 
individuals based upon background information submitted in connection 
with this name 'check request, ... 

•. . Attached are separate memoranda on each of the 



With respect to the memorandum regarding 
you may desire to inquire of the United States Immigration and Naturalization 
Service for additional information concerning the allegation set forth in tl * 
niernorandum, A copy of this communication has not been seht to the . 

'Acting. 'Attorney; <fehera3u . 

Sincerely yours* "■ 



Enclosures ( 17 ) 











Supervisory 



R oom '■ ; 



. Elate . 



FILE NUMBER'- 




-?~4-.2^(-R : £v. 1-22-60) ,, 

; • . Federal . g yreau 'of^In^evstigation 

Records Bra^fc: 

• • ... .V/;-: 



. I -J Name Searching Unit - Room 6527 , 

I —1 ’Service Unit - Room ,6524 - 

v I [ Forward to File Review 

1 j At tent ion ; ~ ; ~ — ' ' 

L~~l Return to , j 

■ ' , . *,/ / : . Supervisor / Boom.v Ext. ' 

T ypeof References Requested: .. •••••:•.. ' _ r . ;/ : ■ , ; . 

E 1 Regular Request- ( Analytical Search). 

L , J All References. (Subversive § Nonsubversive) 
/ L • 1 Subversive' References) OnJyf Jjf . : 

' p ■ - 1 Njo-ris ub Vets i ve/R' e ~ \ •• 1 
' H^Main rfn^^Ohiy , . 



T y pe of Search Rfiq^stedfJ A ^\ jc^o 



- • I ; I Restriotedlio L duality of 
L-^Exa©&6j offie 



FIN! IS 



' Subject 



Localifie'sV- 

. ■ . I 



' Searcher^ 
. Initials 



Prod.-_ 



, , , • 1 FILE NUMBER /SERIAL 

vW- 93^ 7 '3 /: . ZL l . ; 



S W_, : _ i_ ; . - ’ 

v; . ■'■•- ■ 



'2^0 






U2 ~-/n7^Y,/~'/3$'tr 



m yi 




V- 



I-Mr. DeLoach 

■ A,./ 



^ ^7 ■ w 

3409 Fiddler>s^reen ■-: v >vWrrtoW.T-t( 



November 25Ty 1968 

I - Mr* Callahan 

1 - Mr. Bishop 

1 - MT. W.C. Sullivan 

0'^; ;: l:-^iilr; R.w. Smith ■:•■■; 

1-Mr, Garner ' 



areot 



w»., ® 

to ybUr l^tter oi ^Dvember 25, 1968, '" ,;.: w 
it ■ lm '.a ■iong^etanding policy of this^ lali appoint- . 

ments to thO Tpoaitioh Of Special Agent ayebasedentirely ■■• .. -P- 
on tbd idurrdif needs of the feervice and on thequal if ications y ■ 
of the individual applican^ In the past some of our Special .->= 

reinstatect at their roqt^ft whon these prerequisites tinted* V0. 

ft Spocial Agents 

■ do thefield prior to reassign- ■ 

meni':4dv ; hedd^^ or for supervisory 

duties. In addition, as you suggested in your inquiry, these 
men have special abilities and have maintained a quality^ 
performance over a prolonged period of time. 

You have my permission to <^K>te this reply , 

sihesrcijr ••.yqurfc 7<5 '^ y 



JEKsebp 



^ - . ..:': :'■ Ts ,^0V .27 1968 



NOTE: 



r ^:%X .See memorandum Sul 1 Ivan to DeLoach, dated 11/26/68, 

. capitdi&^IB^ Fal&sChurch, Virginia, ; 

Inf or mat ^ (fteseareh-Satpilit^^ by 





JEK:ebp, 






A l -^^SOMMrFBf 'v; 



r '. w : ' ‘ r ’ ■ . >— ■ * v A- -■ ■ ■ L v f- ., ' V '■ ' ■'*; 

ROOM T E k'E : ;T yj^E- f UNIT -Li_J 7 ■’*, W*i< 

’ i 1 , :*> ; . . ^ \ , i'M s • e>*v 1 

■ •it,'-/.' V-.‘ .. : £|!-i V 1- .-’'’v, ■'' A , 

a A a, 1±: : : \ , ■. 












v /<K~ 
■N/tA 




UNITED STATES GOVEHBPvl] 

Merhorandum 



D. DeLoac 





date: November 26, 1968. 



Mr. W.C. Sulliva 



SUBJECT: 



MRS.}. HARRY Ah.\O VERStREEffi^ /w 

INFORMATION CONCERNI NGjm / C 
(RESEARCH-SATELLITE) * ' 5 ; 6y 






Tolson . — 1 . 
DeLoacH'^L 



Oersper — -i- 

Callahan 

• Conrad — 

' Felt ~ - 
f Gale — — — 
' Rosen - — — ; 
Sullivan J&. 
Tavel ' *' 

4- Trotter : 

Tele, Room . 
Holmes .. / - 
" Gandy 







This is to recommend that a letter over the 
Director's signature, which sets forth Bureau policy on 
reinstating Special Agents and assigning Special Agents to 
headquarters, be sent to Mrs. Overstreet and that she be 
given permission to quote this letter. 

For the past three or foury years, Mrs i OvOrstreet 
and her husband, who are strong supporters of the Bureau and 
well-known authors, have been writing a book regarding the 
FBI . The writing Of this book is near ing complet ion. 

In her incoming letter, which is attached, Mrs • 
Overstreet states that she has been unable to : f irid anything 
in the public domain pertaining to Bureau policy on the. 
reappointment of Special Agents and the assignment of Special/ 
Agents to headquarters, particularly to the Training Division. 
She asks, therefore, for a statement on this policy which / j 
she could quote, if necessary, to refute allegations emanat%§r 
ing from the likes of Fred Cook and Jack Levine. / 




In view of the fact that her intention is to support 
the FBI, I believe that we should honor her request. , 

' : : ’ v • •' : 

RECOMMENDATION,! ; ■ -V- - T. y y ■.. . . v w 



That the attached letter be sent to Mrs. Overstreet. 



. / -vA , ' ,u ■ 



V Enc loSures A - t Tji 

J' JEKjebp . (8Wf? ’ 

1 - Mr. DeLoach ■' wi 

1 - Mr ^ ^Cairkhari 
_ 1 - Mr i Bishop . 

I .DEctIjIsi S0 : ; 



<s¥- 












1 -Mr. Wim^Sullivan ft 

1 - Mr^ER.^WI.Smith|.i4s \ 

1 - Mr. Garner 







BONARO W. OVERSTREET 
3409 FIDDLER’S GREEN 
FALLS CHURCH; VIRGINIA ’ 



• November 25, 1968 



Mr . j. Edgar Hoover ' ' ■ j 

fbi ' ' : . ALL INTO®J!Q?! CONTAINED 

Washington, p.C. ' ■ , 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 



:OkTi_ 



T; : 



In The FBI Nobody Knows , p.. 39, Fred Cook/ on 
the theme of Jack Levine's unsuccessful effort to secure re- 
appointment as a Special Agent, .says that it was 

naive of Levine to suppose that, once he had ' / 
.resigned, he would ever be reinstated, much 
less given. a more responsible post in the / 
training department. The FBI does not :work 
that way, and he should have known it. 

• , ‘ ' * We have .been 'unable to" firiS in~the ^public/ domain 

any official statement that would clarify Bureau policy with 
regard to the matters touched, upon by Cook. We are venturing, 
therefore, to ask the two qufes.t±Qn§ 4hafet follow -- in order 
that we may be able properly to, evaluate, what he says : 

— 1 . Have there been instances of the reinstatement: 

- / of Special Agents who /have - resigned ; for persgnal 

/ : reasons and have then indicated their wish to 
return to the FBI? . 

2 . Would it not be most.' unusual for any .Special 

Agent to be assigned to the training ^department'/ 

. or to Washington headquarters in any capacity, 
until he had had extensive and diverse. experience 
' out in the field; and, with respect to the train- 
/ * . \ . ing .department, /until he had acquired specialized 

expertness in some phase of the Bureau's, work? 



We would be most grateful for whatever answer you . 
can give. to these questions and for permission to quote it, in 
whole or part. //- . / / . . : -■ \ ■yy') - 






‘ ■ Sincerely , 






Mrs . H,A .Overstreet 




January 28, 1 969 






RMMIONCOm 

SiNCLASSlRE 



Dr. Harry A. Overstreet lirbcm ic -imp 

3409 Fiddlers Green , HhRElH IS xJNC 

Lake Barcroft DAT 

Falls Church, Virginia 22044 <^54"<2, 

Dear Dr. Overstreet: 



> It was certainly thoughtful of Mrs . Overstreet ; 

and youto send me an autographed c opy of your book, "The 
Our Oped Sopiety*" ; / Fi , /V - v- 





Totson ' 

De Loach-. 
Mohr _ 

.Bishop p 

Casper _ : 

Callahan _ 
Conrad — 

Felt _1 

Gale — :■ > 
.Rosen ■' ■- 

pullivan 

[Tavel 

potter 

|Tele. Room! 



and minimize the vicious attack^ which have been made upon 



Sincerely yours^EC 13 













f9 'JM 28 1969 



Clyde Tolsc 



NOTE: Based on mem or andum , W.. C .Sulli vanto Mr. De Loach, 
dated 1-24-69, captioned: "The FBI In Our Open Society 7 by Harry 
and Bonaro Overstreet"; WCS:dgf . 

PDW:rlf / (3) . . 



- : COMMiFBf 



MAIL: ROPM J TCLFTYPEU-'NIT I 1' '' • 












UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



to Mr. Bishor 



DATE: ,2 -18-69 



ROM :M. 



subject ’’THE FBI IN OUR OPEN. 4 OCIETY" B Y 
HARRY A|jDIp^ 

PUBLICITY APPEARING IN THE MARCH 
ISSUE OF ’’THE INVESTIGATOR 1 ’ 



Tolson 

QeLoach _ 

'Casper 

Callahan _ 

Conrad 

Felt 

Gale — ; 

Rosen 

Sullivan — 

Tavel . 

■Trotter 

Tele. Room 
Holmes 
Gandy 





Captioned bpok has just been published by the W. W. Norton 
^ Company and represents the'FBI in a favorable manner. It is easy to read 
gf and highly informative. Special arrangements have been made with' the pub- 
lisher to secure copies for sale to Bureau employees at the special discount 

f rate of $3.75. This is an outstanding offer and one which should be publi- 
cized because the price to the Bureau is $3.47 1/2 per copy for 1,000 copies, 
plus a trucking charge of $40. 00 per 1, 000 copies. This would mean a cost 
of $3. 51 1/2 per book. It will be necessary to addaa small handling charge 
wfl jand it seems that $3. 75 is an exce Rent price . It is proposed that the 
frj ^$f ollowing write -up to publicize the book appear ”boxed in” at the lower righ|- 
>w®^hand corner of page six on the proof copy of "The Investigator" A photograph 
s appear s at that location; however, it will be deleted from the magazine : \ 

S§2 | "THE FBI IN OUR OPEN SOCIETY \T 

by 

Harry and Bonaro Overstreet 

0 IMJ U 

An excellent new book about the FBI by Harry and Bonaro 
Overstreet, well-known scholars and educators, has just been published by 
the W. W. Norton. Company. It is entitled "The FBI in Our Open Society" and 
m emphasizes that the Bureau’s operations do not in any way represent a threat 
^ to the freedoms of our free and open society. This interesting and intellectually 
^ Stimulating work exposes the false charges made against the FBI by a few 
detractors. By a Special offer limited to FBI employees, the book is available 
at a discount price of $3.75. The FBIRA is handling orders, which can now v 
be placed through your office representative/' ''■/ 0 d // 

' : ' : ' 



RECOMMENDATION: / 

- - , , ■■ •; ' ...... ’ ' 

"i; - That the write-up appearing above be 

the March, 1969, issue of "The Investigator. " 



1 FEB! 
prove< 



►Q 1960 

[for inclusion 



1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Bfshop 

5 5 if 







Of* 





OPTION At FORM NO. 10 ,,v 5010- 

MAY 1962 EDITION , ' 

GSA GEN. REG. NO.. 27 

UNITED STATES GWERNME 

Memorandum 



United states gwernment 



Mr. Bishoi 




'dk 




DATE: 2-17-69 



FROM : M7A 






, Tolson 

‘ DeLoach . — 
} Moh r — _ 

Callahan Jsa. 

Conrad 

Felt — 

Gale ' 

Rosen — 

Sullivan 

Tavel __ — 

Trotter 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes 

Gandy . 



subject : ’’THgtFBI IN OUR OPE N S QCJETX^ T 
BY HARRY AND BONARO uVE RSTREET 



Referericie is made to Mr. DeLdach’s note to Mr*. TTolsori, 
2-4r69, indicating tha MNbrton Pub lishing Company had advised /that it 
would make available ^pieT^x^UoneBl^ok-to FBI personnel for 
approximately $3. 50 per book. We ordered 1, 000 copies and asked 
k the publisher to verify for us the exact price per copy so that we could: 
advise FBI employees. We have just received word from the publisher 
that the price to the FBlRA for 1, 000 copies is $3.47 1/2 per copy, plus 
a trucking Charge of $40. 00 per 1, 000 copies. This would mean a cost 
of $3. 51? 1/2 per Tiqok to the FBIRA. ; 



In order to take care of handling charges, it is felt we 
should offer the book at $3. 75 to our employees. An appropriate note 
is being placed in the March issue of "The Investigator” that the book 
is available at this price. . 

; 7 

RECOMMENDATiON: 




pi a-j 

PhI? 



t-7 

jy ct 
' l/)Of 

■> 




That attached SAC letter be approved and disseminated 



to the field. 





1 A 




Enclosure -7* 





:1. - Mr. DeLoach - Enclosure 
• /T- Mr. Bishop - Enclosure 
1 - Mri Casper | Enclosure / . ' r 

1 - Mr . Callahan (Attn. Mr . Rogers) - EncMlure ' 
1 - Mr. Sullivan (Attn. Mr. Gray) - Enclosure 

^« 4 -1969 7 . — y :. 







Jfo reply to your letter ofFebruary 17 th, thisBureau 
has enjoyed cordial relations with Dr. Overstreetover the years 



Sincerely your s. 



Jf.EdgarHoovef 






. . • . U: 






.! f 



^NOTFLiGor Biifiles. Dr . Harry A. 

• Overstreet is Well' known to the Bureau and h^sfpublished a book on 
the FBI which is very favorable. • 




JBT-dla (3) 





: MAILED 10, 

FEB 2^ 1969 

•>{- ;,C0MM ; FB( 



MAIL roomL 



TELETYPE UNIT L 



I T L1J ■ 





I 



ROME. ^GEORGIA ^ vo / C j //>/" 

';C ^^kV'' 



--.bd/. ./’. 

•T^-%V~ 



February 17* 1989 ~ ' . .• 

m. J. gclgai VHo^vM^^ aL * 5 ^^' ; 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation . 

:.lA;a shington, D . C . tZOOOO/ // ” / / ' .' 1 ;W : / : ; bb / 

Dear Sir,/ . ///^/ , / -’ " . : / /, ; •••. •’ lb/ / 



I; have /just been conversing with a friend of • mine and 
weiare in some, disagreement. He staled that you were' 
a : good friend of.. Dr, and Mrs. Harry Overstreet and said 
that he, could prove it. It "there any truth to this / - 
statement?' ; •,-/ b:. : b-* v // ^ //' ■ b \ ;/b‘v' ■' V "X - . v ' - /- / r ; 



ie : 

:h 7 C 



I would since 
tion. . / r 



appreciate your- reply; to this .ques-/ 




Mr. Tolsoni 
Mr. ^^Loach^^ 

Mr. Callahan— . 
Mr. Conrad - — . 
Mr. Felt„. ...JL 
l-MKGale,. 

Mr. Rosei) 

Mr. Snil| 

Mr. Tavl 



Mr. T rotter _b— 
S: Tele. Room:-- 







mm^r a 

Y 






igFEB©?3SS 













■ ' : l> r V: 



\. 




Kwa 



•’ ■ ? PERSONAL ATTENTION 

.SAC LEtAr 69-14 

U IV I T S T A T E S y D E PAR T M ENT OF JuWlCE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF I N V E S T I G A T I O N T. ^ r - ‘ 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. ‘-A 



WASHINGTON 4 D.C. 20535 



February 25, 1969 



(A) "THE FBI IN OUR OPEN SOCIETY" BY HARRY AND BONARO 
OVERSTREET -- W. W. Norton Company hasjust published "The 
FBI in QUr dpen Society" by Harry ^d Bbriai^^)verstree t. This is 
an excellent book and portrays the FBI in a most favorable way. Dr. 
and Mrs. Overstreet, well-known scholars and educators , have 
carefully studied and refuted the false charges made against the Bureau 
by such vicious critics as Max Lowenthal, Fred J. Cook and William 
W. Turner i - The Overstreets emphasize that the operations of the FBI 
do not in any way represent a threat to the freedoms of our free and 
open. society and that charges that the Bureau is a national police V 
agency are completely false. The book is highly readable, intellectually 
stimulating and extremely lucid. 

The Bureau has made arrangements with W. W. Norton 
Company to secure copies of this book for sale to employees at the 
special discount rate of $3. 75. 

You should survey your personnel and advise the Bureau 
promptly of the number of books to be sent to your office ; All initial 
orders should be submitted by routing slip marked "Attention, Crime 
Records Section" and should be accompanied by one check payable to 
the FBI Recreation Association covering the entire order. Subsequently, 
of course, additional orders can be submitted in the same manner . 

In order to facilitate the handling of orders, one employee 
should be designated in each office or section at the Seat of Government ! 
to coordinate the orders. All books mailed will be addressed to the 
SAC but should be distributed, in the various-offices by the employee 
handling orders. The Bureau should be notified if books ordered are 
not received within a few weeks so they can be traced through the mails. 









12&-MAR 5 1969 





Sincerely yours , 



j, Edgar Hoover 




:is MAR 11,1969 



Tolson- __ 
■DeLoach .. 
Mohr : 



‘ Bishop . 
Casper .1 



Enclosure 
'NOTE:; 
JRPifaj (6) 



■ ( 




MAtLED 22 

MAR 1 

COMM-FBI. 








• • MAIL 'ROOM TELETYPE-UNIT □ 











ALL INFQftMAlriON CONIAWED^^^f 



OPTIONAL TORM NO. 1,0 
MAV 1963 EDITION 
GSA C£N, REG. NO. 27 



UNITED STATES GO 



MENT 




>®h C* 



Tavel 



jw.W. Waikart 



DISCUSSION OF BOOK , 

"THEj^BI IN OUR OPEN SOCIETY” 
ON ’’CAPITAL TIELINE” 

CHANNEL 4 j 

3-7-69 .t 



-10-69 



S^olson — : — 
DeLoct^K! — 

\Ca'^er 

Cal^al]prT , 

Cprrfad ' — A- 
Sr ill 

Gale __Z_ 

, Rosen 

Sullivan 
✓''Tavel 4<f_— 

Trotter 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes 

Gandy 






Ov 



'U 



er&iY&op ■ 

* 0 )/ere>r*' Ge '}' 



ft ’ m^H'CLriri *Q\/ eit&i'YQ.e* 

“ ' 00 V) < ® Reference is made to the attached memorandum from Mr. Jones to 

OcVIr. Bishop dated 3-7-69 reporting an interview of Mrs. Overstreet, author 
.\>f captioned book, by Mac Me Garry ..during which a woman caller stated she h 
T^had called the FBI locally about two weeks ago arid it was obvious to her that fj 
*$21 the Bureaus telephone operators ’’did not know their owi department. ” She sai# 
appeared that they did not know to whom she should be referred to discuss* / 
p^the matter with which she was concerned. She went bn to say that this was/veiy 
5^ common in Washington and felt that all telephone operators should have been \ 

^ abetter trained* The Director noted, "Look into operation of our telephone room. 

ify All of our telephone operators have been interviewed and cannot remem- 

g^Sber receiving such a call. For the Directors information, every effort is made 
to promptly and accurately handle incoming telephone calls. This normally 
3 involves identifying the person being called and/or the extension number. If 
5^1 neither of these is known by the caller and he is vague or uncertain as to subject 
3 matter, he is immediately connected with the Complaint Desk in the Washington 
Field Office where someone is on duty at all times during the day. After hours 
and on week ends and holidays, such calls are referred to the Agent on duty in 
| one of the investigative divisions at the Seat of Government. 



ACTION: mr 

mot recorded mar 12 1363 

f . * ■ t 

: : As indicated, we cannot identify the^SkllW S3th2® instance because she 

did not identify herself or what she was callingjabout. Howev er/^!! telephoneT™ 
operators have been alerted and will use exceptional c afe'TpTpr omptly complete 
all incoming calls, : . ■/ i ’ . 



Enclosure / <£$0 
1 - Mr. Bishop " 
FWW:bpr 

(4) / u.cl ■/ ^ 

o’ -//- 







... 



3/iD 

.JA- 




y OPUONAl fOfiM NO. 10 
MAY 1062 COITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 77 



SUBJECT: 



.. ^ ' 



UNITED STATES GO^BlNMENT 



Mr. Bishop 

M. - 

DISCUSSION OF BOOK, 

"THE FBI IN OUR OPEN SOCIETY" 
ON "CAPITAL TIELINE" 

CHANNEL 4 : ; ’ 

3-7-69 



: 3-7-69 




-^Tolson — _ 
Ay DeLoach&ly 
C * Mohr 

Callahan 
Conradiyf . 

• Felt .. 

Gale ,. i ^r 
Rosen * 
Sullivanf-—^ 
Tavel . 

Trotter 

Tele. Room . 
Holmes 

. Gandy 



SYNOPSIS: 



Author of captioned book interviewed by Mac McGarry. 
She said no evidence . uncovered supporting allegation that FBI 
exceeds authority. In reference to relations between the Director and 
the late Dr. Martin Luther King, Mrs. Overstreet pointed out the 
problem arose after King had made exaggerated statement and that 
she and her husband had found no evidence that the statement by King 
was true. One telephone caller complained she had called the Bureau 
previously and it appeared Bureau telephone operators did not know to 
whom she should be referred. Mrs. Overstreet refuted contention 
of another caller that Bureau should have kept a closer watch on 
Lee Harvey Oswald. She also corrected another caller who alleged 
that the conviction rate for major crimes was decreasing. 

■ SJIC&OS'u'BS , 

; RECOMMENDATION: . < : V. • .. r-^C" 



For information. 
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1 - Mr. . Tolson 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr. Callahan 
1 - Mr. Bishop ' 
1 - Mr. Tavel . 


















DETAILS -fjO¥ERi 



r 






CJH:nls (8) 






's' n tfAlt 









‘ ■ ^ J;,'-'.'' **■ 




M. A. Jones to Bishop memo 

RE: “THE FBI IN OUR OPEN SOCIETY* 



DETAILS; • 

Captioned book, which was written by Harry and Bonaro 
Overstreet, was the subject of a discussion on captioned television 
program this morning. Mrs. Bonaro Overstreet was the guest and 
she was interviewed by Mac McGarry. It is noted our files contain no 
derogatory information regarding McGarry, who also moderates another 
television. program, "It* s Academic,” where Mr. DeLoach appeared 
recently as a guest. 

, ■ . ■ y ' ' 

Mrs. Overstreet discussed in general the contents of 
the book. At one point, she noted that there seemed to be a great deal 
of criticism these days concerning the FBI allegedly exceeding its 
authority. Mrs. Overstreet said that she and her husband had uncovered , 
no evidence whatever that this was true. 

When the program was opened to telephone callers, one 
person mentioned the relations between the Director and the late 
Dr. Martin Luther King and wanted Mrs. Overstreet’s opinion concerning 
Mr. Hoover’s characterization of King. She pointed out that this came 
up after King had made ”an exaggerated statement” that there was a 
disproportionate number of southern FBI Agents serving in southern 
offices. She said that she and her husband had examined this matter 
and had found no evidence whatever that the statement by King was true. 

Another caller wanted to know who would be in line to 
succeed the Director upon his retirement. Mrs. Overstreet replied 
that she had ho information concerning this, but hoped that the person - ' 
selected would come from within the organization. She mentioned the 
desirability, of maintaining a continuity of leadership and avoiding political 
influences within the FBI. 

At this point, Mrs. Overstreet gave a brief historical 
run-down of the Bureau and dwelled at some length on the matter of 
professional -type police officers, which the Director has always advocated. 
She said it wa.s absolutely necessary to upgrade the caliber of local officers 




M. A. Jones to Bishop memo 

RE: "THE FBI IN OUR OPEN SOCIETY" 



One woman caller stated that she had called the FBI 
flocally about two weeks ago and it was obvious to her that the Bureau’s 
I telephone operators did not ’’know their own department. " She said 

I f it appeared that they did not know to whom she should be referred to 
discuss the matter with which she was concerned. She went on to say 
j that this was very common in Washington and felt that all telephone 
I operators should have better training. Mrs. Overstreet had no comment, 

| but McGarry said, "If the FBI is listening, you can bet that's happening 
j right now." 

Mrs. Overstreet briefly discussed the Bureau's jurisdiction, 
mentioning in particular kidnaping , the history behind the presumptive 
clause, etc. At this point, a male caller wanted to know why the Bureau 
had not kept a closer watch on Lee Harvey Oswald. Mrs. Overstreet 
replied that the Bureau had no reason to believe that he was inclined 
toward violence. The caller responded by stating that this should have 
been apparent from a very abusive letter Oswald directed to the top 
echelon of the Navy. Mrs. Overstreet said she was aware of this letter 
but indicated it was unfair to criticize the FBI in this manner because 
the Bureau had never been given a copy of the letter by the Navy. The 
caller then tried to illustrate Oswald’s proclivity toward violence by 
maintaining that he was active in distributing pamphlets in New Orleans 
after which he went to Cuba. Mrs. Overstreet replied that Oswald went 
to Mexico, not Cuba. She concluded by pointing out that the Bureau, on 
at least two occasions during its investigation of Oswald, had interviewed 
him and had been given no reason to believe that he was violence prone 
in any: way. 

The final caller wanted to know what the FBI was doing 
while our conviction rate for major crimes, including bank robbery, 
was decreasing drastically. When told that this was not the case and asked 
where his figures came from, the caller replied that these were his 
"personal statistics," based upon what he read in the newspapers. 

Mrs. Overstreet said that this was hardly valid and emphasized that 
just recently the Attorney General had issued' a report emphasizing that 
the rate of conviction of these crimes was increasing. McGarry concluded 
by noting that setting one’s self up as a. bureau of statistics is "not the 
type of thing we would want to be governed by." V. 




BONARO W>©VERSTREET 
3409 FIDDLER’S GREEN 



FALLS CHURCH! VIRGINIA 



March 13, 1969 




I Mr. Tolson: — 

, | . Mr"' ^llahan 
I Mr. Conrad. 
/LMr. Felt.—- — 

•| Mr. Gale 

S Mr. Ros an.—: 
Mr.; Smhmn 

I Mtj. Trotter- 
| Tele. .Room™ 
| Miss 'Holmes 
1 Miss Gandy- 



Mr . J . Edgar Hoover 
FBI 

Washington, D„C. 
Dear Mr. Hoover: 



Thank you TSrery warmly for 
sending us the copy of the March 
Investigator , with the announcement 
about our book . Not only were we^ 
glad to have this item but also we 
en joyed going through the ^entire- ; 
issue-. ’ ‘ 



We do hope that the book will 
be useful. * ' -Xr 



Sincerely, 




Mrs. H.A£3IAFer street 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE s^i-n B Y .VZ&rr/aL 
avs m ns 
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March 12,1969 






pllSS' 



Horae, G8orgla 30181 -- 



Dear 



March-4, 




' Mr . Hoover .has received your letter©? 



■ ' '■■■ With regarci to your comments, "he asked’ ; ■ \ 
’ metcadvise you 'that : the;flles of the -FBI are maintalned-. ■ 
as gpnfide^al pursuant toBepartmenf of Justice regulations. 
lO^ye^ '[S^ and Bits;. Overstreet’^ most' coop- - v : ; 

^eraHve wi^and helpful years;; ■ ' - - , 

"■ ?,t5 . S3.' Sincerely yours, ~ ‘ \ ' y'--~ v- 






■ «»• I 

SI! m si 




/Helen W». G^ndy 
Secretary 



S 90 M NOTE :| [in 2-69 wrote the Director asking if he was a good ■ 

S ct ., Sfl' friend, of the Overst reets, an d was advised the Bureau has enjoyed cordial 
S . relations with them. I "I current letter gives the impression that he is 






relations with them. l | current letter gives the .impression that he is 

very right Wing, with preconceived ideas of the Overstreets as 
M pseudd-liberals’Vand "anti-anti-communists. " It is felt a letter over 
Miss Gandy's signature is feasible. - :Y 



Mr. Sullivan 



^^VAipls/clw 
(5) ; .'lU^ 








t,ele. Room lli 
Holmes^__ 
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ROME. GEORGIA 



lb 6 - 
;."b7C 



Warch 4, 1969 



federal: .Bureau; of -Invest f gad 
Wash i n g -tori., Q ~ ; 2 05 3 5: — — 



Dear Mr Hoover * 



Please 'forgive me. for belaboring a point with you fen# 1 am quite 
confused ;w-i' •;y^ur;-;an^e'r-^df ‘ Febr-'Dar y : . . 24/ 1969 , about 
•Gordiai:" rjelations^ with -Or* harry^y^ ^ ; 




nan., 
Mr. Conrad - 
I .Mr: Felt.: 



Mr. Gale 
Mr. Rose; 



Mr: Sulli 
Mr. Tav< 






Mr. Trotter.. 
Tele. Room.: 




My understanding is that Dr 0 and i Mrs. 
iated with nine communist -front 



Overstreet have been; af f il- 
and’ that he was - an 




■ off icer ?Tn the teag&b .f hf ^ Thduetrial-. Democracy and* the Student / 

; Intercollegia te ; Social i st Socle ty v ; - What We Must ;Knows§^ 

About Communism, ,, offers socialism as' the answer to prevents ;cc 
. .unism and-jalso his •; .bopk^Theh^^ ,Tatics of Extremism^, iahstrar 

ahti-anti# communist add-dnly ; had a shallow inditement of" Dorrimurtism:,^ 
With' his ; lnvolyemeht in : the-^^^^ ISS^^ this'.le vuna^st^n^iiblel^, ' 

b.ut ydur '^a nswer^fea ; my : il'et ; t§' f - • wj it H . regards ; td; the cordialSirela tibhd of 
the f ;.^th; r D-f , . Oyersfreet; leaves me. duite confused add "perEdeKddf- V 
pa r;t ic ula ry. : . : a f t eY^;y our,' sta temeht 'ltd the; Mouse : Committee onftln-st 
A m.er ica ri "JVp t i vi.f ies Ma rg h ' 26,-1947, which : !youtsa;id^ n I would have 

no fears if more Americans possessed. the\ real > ' the : fervor the per- - 



sistanee,;hnd the industry to learn about this menace of Red fascism. 
; I dp f ea ,r^f pr^ thp3i be^ .progressive; .who ha s 



duped into' . joining hands: with the Communists. ,f And, there, are many 
other statements you have made, in this- vein regarding p.seu^ 
a'nd ' a hti -commtihi st-s; - - ■ ' . - -£ ; ; ■; ; ‘ 



;;I have read; yout' hooks .^'Master of Deceit , ’^;ahdVA' -Study of .Communism” 
and; haye f ead.'mbst'; of ^;^y our testimony; regarding; communism to the House ' 
a p p r o p r ia t i o n s c o mm i tt e e sa n d . I ; respect you as -a great American. That. 

, 1 s-rwhy ' -your ;;-bpih:iph -Weigh , ;s'c5he ' with me, : .. " 




U N- 1 "(/!%>- 
«r.. 



s i'a rr.s go\" 



.n.mkn'i 






Bishop/ v’G\/ 



Malmfeldt 



/ 

DAI!.,: 



4-1-69 



”TO^£j” 



mo ';T 



Zri^j ^£. 

A* <: fi! jt? r jj/i — 

VS^SI 

/ 0 \ ^ 5 ?i~iTyo 3 ^^ 

^ * ... T ro t ter !»* 

V Tele. P'OOrn 

Holmes - - 
Gancly\ 



IS : tfNClASSI 



rl/l^L 






subject:: .: TELEVISION PROGRAM ’’TOPIC” ia ,r AO M ATSOM PflNTAINpD « ' 

. : wrc -TV (channel 4>- ■ .. : ifiLL' IHFORMATlp \i immmvyip ^ g <f 

SUNDAY, 3-30-69 . ., UERQli IS iilNULKbAinLU /7; . b, 

DAT F, S , 

This memo is to advise mat me _ subject of captione “prograhi was 'The 
FBI Today. " The mode^^r was Syndicated Columnist Roscoe Drummond, and the ^ 
guests were Mrs. Bonaro Overstreet and Admiral William Mott, former Judge Advocat 
General - USfC“~“~"X^^^ 



After introduction of the guests, during which Mrs. Overstreet was j I 

recognized as the author of the book, "The FBI In Our Open Society, "the discussion YJ j 

centered around five main issues, namely;. (1) Why the FBI is controversial, (2) Has the' j 
FBI done its. job in enforcing Civil Rights laws, (3) Criticism regarding selection of the^O [ 
Ten Most Wanted List, (4) Is it proper for the Director of an agency to serve for 45 yea-^ \ 
when the President can only serve eight years, and (5) Is the Director an empire builder'. • 
f it was generally agreed the criticism of the Bureau’s work is due to a: misunderstanding V j 
I of its functions and the content of the laws over which it has investigative jurisdiction. -VS 
I Drummond made the observation that he sees no particular reason why the FBI should beV 
I loved- in order to do its job properly, but it must have understanding and respect. 

M 

I > Regarding the job in the Civil Rights field, both guests agreed that the g 

| Bureau has done a dedicated job, and Admiral Mott stated he is impressed with the g 

I thoroughness of FBI investigations and pointed out that the FBI is not an enfor cement . 

^agency; consequently, it has no authority for enforcing the law. It was also mentioned : 5 
the Bureau has furnished enough information to the Department of Justice for it to make gj 
its decisions with respect to prosecutions in these cases. g 

In discussing the criticism with regard to the selection of individuals 

( designated to appear on the Ten Most Wanted List, it was indicated the press is advised . 
when an individual is placed. on the list and when they are apprehended, and it could inform 
the people with respect to this information if it chose to do so. Mrs. Overstreet pointed 
I but that in some instances the press has failed to do this. She also made mention of the 
I fact the list is often made up of individuals wanted by the local police rather than the FBI, 

1 and the average -time a person stays on the list is^approx^ely^^^^ 

They all agreed the Director has had the confida^T?Blf'^& , ig^ Pte as well . 
j?as. the present and past Presidents. There is no need for chaqffi i^t for^ie sake of 
j change, .and Mrs. Overstreet, indicated she thought there is a w neea*roir coManuity of 



i; change, .and Mrs. Overstreet. indicated she thought there is a w need foir co! 
I investigative .agencid^when Attorney Generals come and go sc rfr oq uently 

1 - Mr. DeLoac^ M l-: Mr. ;M h A. Jones CONTINUED - OVER \ , 

1 - Mr.' Sullivan , ' V/ • : : : ■ ' X L' 

ALA:kcej2>-(S) k-' : W-. 







- 1 «£> 



Memorandum to Mr. Bishop ' ; . 

RE: Tele vision Program ’'TOPIC" - 

f It was also mentioned that the Director is not an empire builder and that 

| the growth of the Bureau has been due to the increase in crime and the increase in its 
| investigative responsibility. It was- stated- the Director has always been against a National 
Police Force and that he refused President Roosevelt's suggestion that he head all Federal 
[investigative agencies; . , : [ 

Bufiles disclose we wrote Dr. Harry A. Overstreet on 1-28-69 thanking 
him for the excellent portrayal of the work of this Bureau in the book written by 
Mrs. Overstreet and him. ■ ' . . ; 

RECOMMENDATION: ■ : 

For information.- -1 : . ' Ly I 



A 

, S V/ " . 



I-! // 



-2 - 





■ ' $3; - 



<sy •? 

rrs . v , 






NOTE: By* Harry A* andBonaro Overstreet are the authors of the book, 
'’The FBI In Op r Open Society, ” and this letter-was^recommended by 
memorandum from Mr. Sullivan to Mri. DeLoaeh dated 4-2-69 and 
captioned ’’Television Program ’’TOPIC, ” WRC-TV (Channel 4), Sunday, 
^10^69. " Address per mailing Ust for Dr. OyersiBeet. 
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. MAY 1962 EDITION 
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^ ,*•. UNITED STATES, 



VERNMENT 



Memorandum 



'■ Mr. Bishop 



DATE:, 3-26-69 



FROM : 





Tolson 

Oip.eLoach __ 

^Bi ffhop — 

Casper . 

Callahan* — 

Conrad 

Felt 

Gale — : 

Hoseh^^£_ 

SulliWi^ 

> Tele. Room . 
Holmes — ; — . 
Gandy __ : 




subject: ,, THE / FBI^OJULR»OEEN^SDi:,IElXY M 

/W* BY D R. HA RRY AND BONAROrOVERSTREET 



Mr. Tolson has requested a report on the sale of the 
above-titled book to date . On 2-6-69, we ordered 1000 copies of this 
book. We were advised the books would arrive here about March 1. 
When they did not arrive by March 4, the publisher was contacted, and 
it was determined the books had not been shipped as of that date. A • 

) company official explained there had been a misunderstanding within 
the-eompany and said the books would be sent immediately. They were 
^shipped the next day and received about March 10. From that time 
Hthrougtf tppay, we have disposed of 818 copies. Twenty-five Field 
s uffice s4h^ have ordered 332 books. Forty-five Field Offices 

.^and^Legats have’not yet ordered. The balance of the books disposed of, 









namely 



copies, 



)een sold to the. various Divisions here at Headj 



quarters. A statistical summary is attached. 



oug quarter si A statistic 
\^3 '\t£ RECOMMENDATION: 

For ini 






sCrtr 



J V ' O' : For information. 
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Enclosure 



1 - Mr. Tolson “ Enclosure 
1 - Mr. DeLpach - Enclosure: 
1 - Mr. Bishop - Enclosure 
1 - Miss Gandy - Enclosure 
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THE FBI IN OUR OPEN SOCIETY 



Field offices that 
have already ordered 

Albuquerque 

Anchorage 

Baltimore v, 

Birmingham 

Chicago 

Cleveland 

Detroit 

El Paso 

Honolulu 

Jackson 

Louisville 

Memphis 

Milwaukee 

Philadelphia 

San Antonio 

Sacramento 

Salt Lake City 

Springfield 

Tampa 



Number of Books 



Legats I 

Buenos Aires 
London 
Manila 
Ottawa 

Santo Domingo 
Rome I 



TOTAL 



Number of Field Offices and Legats that have ordered - 
Number of Field Offices and Legats that have not ordered 





APRS 

eQMM'FBI 



the television program M TOPIC" on March SQth. Your 

iujp&| meansC^ 

■ : .; : .. ' . Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 



C*£U ' 



Wv; 

' 1 * 

s -U V 



\-*T 
■O' ■ 






- ?, i ’ 'S*: 



CB?„. 




NOTE : Admiral Mott is on the Special Correspondents List. ; This letter 
was recommended by, memorandum from Mr* Sullivan to Mr. DeLoach 
dated 4/2/69 and captioned "Television! I^pgi^m’ ’TOPIC* ^ WRC -TV 
i^aimel 4), Sunday, 3/30/69. ,r / 
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UNITED STATES GO^RI' 

Memorandu, 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



# 



To Ison - 
DeLoach 1 

Mohr _ 

Bishop - 
Casper _ 
Callahan 
, Conrad _ 



Ta : Mr. C. D. DeLc 



■FROM ■: Mj.., W. C. ■SulliV^te^/j 



SUBJECT TELEVISION PROGRAM "TOPIC" 
WRC-TV ((CHANNEL 4) 

SUNDAYyf 3/30/69 



date: April 2, 1969 



pg^ u^/' ■ - > ' BY_5f2.6J5:fe 

;'v:. 




.Trotter 

'Tele. Room . 

, Holmes 

Gandy — 



. . Reference is raadeto memorandum, same caption, 

G. E. Malmfeldt to Mr. Bishop, da^ that 

Mrs 1 , Bohar.o Overstreet and Admiral William C» Mott, former 
Judge Advocate General, U, Si Navy, appeared oncaptioned 
program, .to discuss -Jhe book, "The FBI In Our Open Sdciety, v 
by Harry arid Bonarx^Over street i^ich ^ favorable to . 

■ the Bureau,, ,v T W“- ~ : ■ ’ . ' ; .y. v - ■ v.';'\ 

Mrs, Overstreet ' and Admiral Mott did an .extremely.;'. - 
. effective job on the program in presehting the Director and 
• the Bureau in an objective, favorable light, as noted in 
referenced memorandum, and I have learned that they both went 
to considerable personal effort and time to contribute to the 
1 presentation that so capably Outlined the jurisdiction of the 

- Bureau and so gracious ly acknowledged the impor t an t pi ace of 
< the Director and the Bureau in our society of freedom under 

. RECOMMENDATION : V v/... 

' That if the Director approves, this memorandum be ) 

! • forwarded totheCrime Records Division for the preparation j 

of letters of thanks to Mrs, Overstreet and Admiral Mott for 
!fheir support of the Bureau on captioned program. L f ^ 

WCSjebp ' ' 

; ^ MTa; DeLokoii f V ^ ^-t/T 

I ’I - Mr . Bishop V, V \l c - S£D—// Jf[ 

rlth ^ 1 - Mr. Malmfeldt . . \J V ^ - " : / / k 

Mr!,| Sullivan , U/ ■/ 
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; , , ;tp ■ rr . ■, 






t . •*> 



April 16, 1969 



u. * 






Dr. Harry A. Overstreet 
3409 Fiddlers Green 
Lake Barcroft 

Falls Church, Virginia 22044 




. Overstreet: 



I am enclosing a copy of an editorial by 
iWr. Mike Kingston which appeared in the April 11th 
issue of "The Dallas Morning News'' and which I thought 
you might like to read. 



With kindest regards to Mrs. Overstreet 
and you, ., ;s ; - ■; -v 
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AIRTEL 



4/11/69 






TO: DIRECTOR,, FB>I 



ATTENTION: ASSISTAEl^PJREC^ vYjjTLLI^ 






PROM: SAC j DALLAS -.-S^ ■'& 

RE: THE FBI IN OUR OPEN SOCIETY BY 

HARRY AND BONARO OVERSTREET 



A There are tra nsm it ted herewith three , copies of a very 
favorable editorial on this book which appeared this date in The 
Dallas Morning News This editor ia 1 and review of the book was by 
.MIKE «INGSlt>N, f Editor H 

Houston Streets , Dallas , Texas 75202 . ■' ; /■;/./ 

.mV.v . : .jt is. recommended tha t a let ter from the Director be • 

directed to KINGSTON. It ;ls£ noted thfc^ 

favorable editorial on the Director's book bn Communism and he is 
most friendly with the off i^ . \ : 



Bureau 
WC Da lias 
JGSrmfr ; 









A/shfr/iy is&'fj'-r/Z.e & 



/. 7-10-63) 






;': (Mount Clipping itv Spoco Below) ' 



6nn ]i 

. ^ ,o> 



Pi u 

bjLoili 



tlie b 



By MIKE KINGSTON J - 
^ Editorial Staff Writer . 

“THE PROBLEM WITH, the FBI is 

. . . ” So runs the theme of criticai.books 
and articles about the investigativearm of 
■ the, justice Depa rtment. ' • ? * • •; ' 

•The criticisms cov-'-’b:’; ;* 

er a lot of political ••: 

territory: The FBI is .vpA' 

a police-state agency;' ■ ' | ;• . . 

•it’s communist-infil- ’ 

trated; ' it’s' fascist; 






it’s pro civil rights;--:.; 
it’s anticivil rights. So ’’ •' >\ V | 

goes the endless list ' \ : 

. ..of charges that range •'•’ ' 

to the FBI’s organiza- f^' : \ P /. V‘ 
lion in 1903. .' [. j\ 

The. Communist I W4 ; A v • l' 
party, of' the. United # A 

States regularly:' ^ • 4 -- r -j 4*r- }i S* Vj 

charges the bureau . •• Kingston • V.V; 

with poi ice-state tactics, and/ opposition.; to A 
basic constitutional rights.’-' This ' figures.-^ 
s;nce tlie party has been under close observ;': 
vition for more than 50 years. Civil-rights'.'; 
. groups are equally critical, but for a cliffcr- ;^ 
ent reason. They .claim tlie FBI, ignores V : 

. their cause. . ^ 

Harry and l io najo^Overstr eet have taken 
v ; a new look haT^tl'ic agency in a recent bock • 
i published, by W. W. Norton, Inc., “The F bT ' 
in Our Open Society.” 

MOST CRITICISM anises from a* lack of 
, understanding of the bureau’s basic nature, v. 
It was organized as - the investigative } 
branch of the Justice Department. Prior to •; 
ISOS, the department's investigations were V 
.carried out either by private detectives or 
'ey agents “borrowed” from , the.. Secret '' 
Service. • . v ; V;.-* ‘ ;•£ 

Atty. Cert. Charles Joseph Bonaparte,'./ 
who was considered, an outstanding jiberal- ; 
c^hj.tt. T /Uv! for .his 'record -in ‘social reform-'.; 



1 X, ^ / :•[ 



./work in Maryland, felt that neither investi-/. 
, : gative practice was acceptable. . 

Bonaparte called on Congress for crca-V 
■ lion of the department’s own staff. The pro *" 
’■/-posed bureau’s investigators would owe al-;; 
Jcgiance only to die Justice Department 
There , were abuses of power during the * -. 

. . early days of the FBI. Finally, the corrup-’: 
tion and abuses of power during the Hard-; , 
V Ing administration prompted a house clean- ’ 
\‘ing. Atty, Gen. Harlan Stone, later a justice ' ' 
: of the 'U.S.' Supreme' Court, named. a youagj; i 
: ■ attorney, J. Edgar Hoover, as director®-! 
the bureau with orders to clean it up. Lj C 



• HOOVER’S COURSE was simple: Thc'V “ 
FBI would . operate within the jurisdicttoiiT 
designated by orders from the attorney gen-, 
.-.era!, the president and laws by Congress. .. 

.. And this is the course it has followed-, 
p The FBI's responsibility is to investigate-;;: 
i:: certain alleged violations of federal law. If/-." 
/."Congress does not grant investigative pov:-., -' 
/Vers, to another agency, it automatically falls : 

] -/under the FBI's, jurisdiction. . v j ; -V- 

•;VV.: '-Some critics claim that growth of the bV.;V 
ilreau reflects Hoover’s personal quest' for v, 

*: power. But more accurately, it reflects ex- V . 
’••pa ns ion of federal laws the bureau ;is called V. 
:• upon to. enforce. 

A The' bureau is charged with national se- v 
/ curity undfer. presidential order, and in this ‘ 
jurisdiction it has kept domestic Commu- V. 
nists under suiweill-ance for many years. V 
;. When a law is broken, the violator is prose- V 
cuted. The CPUSA, consequently^ Is a vchc- • 
ment critic of the FBI. •!;* 

Unfortunately, many liberals see the bu- v , 
• rcau in the same light. Civil-rights activists i . 
■ have . cha rged th-a t FB I agents have worked 
•/in consort with Southern officers to deprive 'V : 
/ Negroes.- and*, others' of their civil rights.' V 
■‘.Seme have suggested that -enforcement of } 

:. civil-rights -laws be taken out: of the/bu-' j ' 
-.reau’s /hands and given, to some other agen- • I. 
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' Typical of misinformation on which, 
some liberals base their criticism is the. 
death of civil-rights worker Med gar Evers \ 
’’ - hi ‘ Jackson, Miss., in' 1963. Many charged 
. that the bureau should have given Evers; 

. and his family protection following threats •' 

• on his life; Its failure to do so was judged 
. t ; proof that enforcement of civil-rights laws 
' should be removed from the bureau’s juris- 
diction. 

; : . The bureau, however, is not empowered, 

' - to provide protection for anyone. This is the : 
responsibility of the local police, and Hoo-.. 
ver has meticulously separated federal and 
• . local jurisdictions to keep die FBI from de- 
; | vcloping into a police-state agency. • . ' ' ~ 

' r • In the Evers case, the FBI did invest!- ; 
gate and develop a case against a suspect' ;, 
for ' cons pining to violate another’s civil 

• A g rights. -The " evi da nee a nd the suspe ct we re . 
..•..turned over to local authorities, who filed 

: : murder charges. Juries later. acquitted the 
suspect on two occasions. . 

Criticism from 'the far right and theKu ' 
; JCux Kian is of a different stripe. According .. ’ 
l • ,'to them, the FBI’s activities in enforcement ; 
of civil-rights laws ..is an indication that it 
.has been infiltrated by Communists, al--. 
/ ; though Director Hoover is spared direct ;. 
r r ’ criticism. 

\ AND. SO it goes. From the left and right, < 
••■■'’the criticism continues. Many 'critical ex- 

• A. .. poses, the Overstreets observe and docu- . 

.;.:.mcn-t, contain so many inaccuracies and in- ; 
: (^;. ; nuenidocs. that at -best. they are “intellec-. 
r;> tually dishonest.” 

. So the real problem with the FBI seems . 

> - ; to be that it is operating within the frame- - 
'work of law and presidential order as it, 

■ ;. should. The ."'problem” will remain only a 
d. / . : -iigmeivt of imagination until the agency , 
--.starts trying, to anticipate what Congress 
; /• " will pass 'into law or sets its own standards / 
g \ks to which laws it will enforce and which it ’ : 
v fytyon'L-. Under Hoover’s leadership,- neither 
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April 14 , 1969 

her Eiir?s liicEiss I?! ED A N ED 

DATE 5 WJQ&sd&L- 

3<l5H 9<2 
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
FBI 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Thank you very warmly 
for your generous letter about the TV 
program. I could not have wanted more 
knowledgeable, concerned, and stimul- 
ating persons with whom to talk than 
Admiral Mott and Roscoe Drummond, we 
all felt when the time was up that we 
had scarcely begun our exchange of 
ideas . 



1 | Mr. SMwan.. 
| Mr. Tajfci. ...... 

)j Mr. Trotter,... 

ji Tele. Room 

Miss 

! E Miss Gaudy 



m i 
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Sincerely, 



Mrs. H. A. over street 
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MAILED 9 






April 16, IS 






Mr. Mike Kingston 
Ta® Dallas Morning Hows 
C o : r % manications Center 
Dallas, Texas 73222 ’ 



ar Mr, Kingston: 



UUT 

SSSIFII 



T v ""- U 

=?/sv^- i e ^iaEa^c<, 



Social Agent in Charge Chaakllh .v*-* furMshed 
en-a a eopy of your editorial, "The Problem 1th the EBI ]&3...» |T 
which appeared is the April 11th issue ol your- newspaper. 

This was an excellent review of Harry and ' .- 
Bonaro Overstreet’s booh, “The la Car Open Society, ** 

&,?,& l have taken ifee liberty of fontarding a copy of tas edi- 
torial to them. Your very generous coismenls regarding 
the work of this Bureau and support are deeply appreciated. 
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feiaeemy years, 

I. Edgar Hoover ■ 

1 - Dallas Reurairtel 4/11/69. <f 

1 - Mr. De-Loach (detached) 

1 - Mr. Bishop (detached) 

HOTE: On 3/7/68 we sent a letter to Kingston regarding Ms favorable 
review of the Director’s book "J. Edgar Hoover on Communism. ” The 
Editorial Director of his paper, Dick.yV.ost, is on fee Special Correspondent 

List. This letter recommended by the SAC, Dallas. ‘ - 
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OFFICE OF OIRECTOg/" 

> FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



(April 29, 1969) 

212-831-2462 

From the desk of Dr. Ruth Alexander 

To Mr. Hoover ^ ^ 

Please doiUi be madTat me for not 
giving th/ Overstreet book a rave 
review. John (Malone) sent it to me 
and said you liked it. But I could not 
in, good conscience, do other than I 
did. 



MR. TOLSON 

^l^OELpACH . 

MR. CfASPER ~ 



MR. C ALL AH AN 



MR. CONRAD . 



AH. ROSEN - 

*R. SULLIVAN 



MR. TAVEL , 



MR. TROTTER • 



TELE. ROOM . 



MISS HOLMES j—/; 

MRS. METCAL#2^4^ 
m i s q a i m n - 



| If you want any last minute changes, phone me. I’ll 
phone my Executive Editor Sterling Noel of the 
Baltimore News-Ameriean. Otherwise, I'll let it 
stand. . *> . r 



Love 



(Dr. Ruth Alexander) 



(Ruth Alexander, Ph. D. , L. L. D. 

11 East 86th Street 

New York, New York 10028) 

COPY:nm 
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OUR- AMERICA 



y IS |}MCLASS!REp„ \ 

-- - •OATS' ~o i» dv <3 PtQrCXfLi*. 

HA r. WELL. - KNOWN' HUSBAND- AND- W [ FE'TEAM , OF: '■ B 0 N A R 0 'Uwl D^-H-AR-R-Y— Q-V-^R-S-^R EE T-y - HAVE ' 

;'T' ■ v"':^;T"' T T;-- '.-V .A':..' ■ — '-"T" ' . 

JUST' COME; UP'. WITH; A' r!\!EV£.iSOQK- ; CALLEC'~ ^THE FBI' IM OUR OPEN SOCIETY” .: IT MIGH‘ 
; MOR E .ACCURATELY MB E CALLED }, THE FBI I'M ' OUR .PERM l.SS i VE SOCIETY- WHERE '•> [W- . 
] ANYTHING. ,'gCES« ,-TIW'S ui NCLUDES-W I ClOUS^^Yp] NG ' AT : J' ITS D1 RECTOR, ; JOHN EDGAR 

■ HOOVER-, - BY ED 1 TORS, TOLUMNJ STS, CR IM I NALS, .SELF-STYLED L I BERALS AND' ;OTHERS : 
' I N NE1ED _.0.E:i A'N ■ U ND ER-ARM ' D EOD ERANTv ' *1 T IS THE TRAGEDY OF T.HE 20TH CENTURY.; 

THAT. TH I S ; : : GREAT.;MAN ; ON; WHOM OUR ! -SURV I VAL DEPENDS,; SHOULD ' BE ; SUBORD ! NATE ; 

■ TO THEAdEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,' THE DEPARTMENT AO F;. STATE, : AND THE • SUPREME COUP 
j WHOSE rWARpED : IDEA- OF- ■! NTERPRETAT’I ONLOF LAW -ENCOMPASSES LEG I SLAT! ON OF LAV/. 

| BUT WOOVER;Ao : 'S.KE'THE MAN' ON. THE FLYING TRAPEZE. HE OBEYS THE LETTER OF TP 
| LAW AND ' NEVER LOSES- H I S FOOTI NG . NOR HAS HE EVER' 'SOUGHT THAT ABSOLUTE: POWE 
I WHICH; 30 CORRUPTS SO MANY OF HIS SUPER i ORS— POL I T I. C IANS ALL. [ tA 

ASSUMED; THE OVERSTREET BOOK WOULD;- BE A- CHRON 1 CL E~ OF THE TiAGN I F I CENT • . 
ACHIEVEMENTS. OF. THE FBI THROUGHOUT' ’THE VAST; AREAJN WHICH IT OPERATES...'; T: 

. I NSTEAD THE BOOK - I S A '’ VER I TABLE. .■ CATALOGUE/ OF ATTACKS. .BY; HOOVER J S MOST ; .’ 
[HOSTILE AND.-' ART I CULATE CR 1 T i CS ? WHO .ARE-. IN POSITIONS TO INFLUENCE OP IN I ON./': 



, I AM;;'SURE;:.THE;;0 by 



Attempti ng to refute. these cri i i cs, 



j BUT' H00V ER y S; ENEM i ES W I LL; NOT-: B EL LEVE. THEIR PA 1NSTAK I. NG. PROOF OF. FALS I TY . ;. 
j AND MAY WELL ■PROFIT’!bY.:THE' PUBLI CITY A -INADVERTENTLY GIVEN THEM , FUTURE. ;. 

| POTENTIAL. CRITICS' AND; FENCE-SITTERS. AS FOR HOOVER|S FRIENDS, WHO HUMBER X 
M!LLJ0NS,; : .MANY;'W^LL- BE- OUTRAGED; FOR ' A TIME ;-AND::. THEN. SINK. BACK INTO THAT 
PASS 1 V 1 TT; ENGENDERED:. BY' OUR NAT! ONAL ' NARCOTIC; ADD] CTION TO .COMMERCI AL ;. ;;; 

■ AMUSEMENT'. ' A '.FEW ’ FUR. I 0 U S . ON E S ; W i LL MA i NT A I N- THAT THE: PERFORMANCE OF THE ; ; 
FB i T'OUR- BUREAU' OF^ SURVIVAL, ' NEEDS ; NO ;EJJRTHEH;DEFENSEV' -EVEN BYT WELL- WISHER 

VAT;.;v • ■ -:j )/ 7 " - ■ .wiw /TVT''T. T 

[ SUCH ’Ts; THE; KlNDLYf: AND.; ’CON;(^RNEp OVERSTREETS. . •- - v . :: / W ’;V 



it;;;: SUBE 



j QAM rr-vnAmBKR TITLES: :01t n~i IE ARTI CLES ’AND 'BOOKS, ‘CITED* BUT l 6 RU/U-JAB cl 



•TURNhR 'AND MA& ;LO^E^;iAL--ALL:; ^LA_I;N1 i.NG' N'O HA'^Jh NS ! DE' 'KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
W ! CKEO; WORJ< I MGS', QFYTHE^rB, ! .;•• O.NE MAN' .CALLED.; H I S TH 1 NG, »CRIME IS TOO. Rift 
£ae^HE . „F3r». NOTHING .IS TOO 3 EG FOR THE FB_L, 'IF. ITS DUTIES WERE NOT OVER 
_ EXTENDED OYERCUR' }J A S T • . WA STELA NO OP .EVIL. ; SINCE - SURVIVAL SHOULD BE CUR • 
PRIMARY:. CONCERN',; EVEN TO. POLITIC! ANS, : ,I:l3MS^ ; HOOVER 7 S HANDS SHOULD NOT. B 
MANACLED BY EXTRA-.QURR I CULA ACTIVITIES.. HE"- SHOULD CONCENTRATE ' ON' THE COMMU 
| CONSPIRACY, Wi.TH EVERY'.. DETAIL OF' WHl'CH-HE • IS MASTER , ‘FROM T.HE ' POL 1 T lCAlf: . ' 

' SI GNi P i CANCE; OF. PORNOGRAPHY TO DIALECTIC MATERIAL ISM ,--EEACH CUNN'I NGLY DES 
ED TO: DEBAUCH AND.. CONQUER ‘OUR ..AMERICA - .- •'■ • . T ■■ ' ''' . ' V y 

; CUR 1 OUSLY ENOUGH, THE PS I - HAS VI V I D ANSWER TO IIS CRI T I CS I N TELEVIS I ON. 
ARE. INDEBTED TO' ABC. FOR .DRAMAT 1 Z1 NG: »THE FB I » EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT, -BAS ED', ON 
ACTUAL CASES. PICTURES HAVE REPLACED *THE AUTHOR I TY OF PR I NT, . AS WE HAVE 
■ : REGRESSED TO OUR ' AInICESTORv ;THE : : CAVETMAN - ,’ TO' WHOM' VI OLENCE IS DO IMG '.WHAT'. T 
COMES' NATURALLY.; WHY NOT?: THEN-T^ PUNISHMENT ATTACHES TO VIOLENCE 



ON ‘ ASC ? S n THE FB 1 » WE ;.ARE^EYEW!TNESSES : :TO;. A '.PAN OR AM I C Vi EW 'OF 'THE. M l RACLt 
PERFORMER; BYC THE BUREAU^AGAI NST: OURjlvARi EDYENEM.lfe ; ;WITHlN' AND: WITHOUT. ■ SI N 



TELEVj SiOR' -iS; PRIMARILY.: A:\SALES MEDIUM *H~HE ; FB I » IS, NOT' SO ' PRETENTIOUS : AS 
TO ADVERTISE. ITSELF:" AS. TEDUCATI CNAL n — .PER I SH -THE ..WORD J YET IT GIVES THE MOS 






CONS ISIENTLY I.NFORMAT I VE : AND lEXCl.Ti NG DRAMA .ON ANY ; NETWORK ALL WEEK LONG. 






| BEFORE MRv HOOVER RET 1 RES, , 'I WOULD', LI KE, TO SEE' HIS MAGN 1 F (CENT, FACE, ■ ITS ST 
| FEATURES- UNCOMPROM I SED BY FLATTERY.,--! MMORTAL I ZED ; l N STONE .j BES. I DElWASH I NG1 
AND .L: j : CO £ n 7.'-: 0#^' W'O UNT ' R U S liM 0 0 R E I R IH & B : L^ C IC 1H (L L 8 0 F SOUTH DAKOTA. .IT .WOUU 
BE FOREVER' A- SMALL' JOKE N^OF" OUR 'GRATTIUDElFOR: THE MAN W WILL HAVE pRESERV! 
OUR AMERICA' FROM DESTRUCTI ON'., '' ' l . :; ' ' ‘ I / ‘ .7 - . • ■ V 



RUTH ALEXANDER' 
MAY '4TH7' 1969 ' 



REC-9I 



May 28, 1969 



)swego, New Yorl 



Dear 



I have received your letter of May 24th and appre- 
ciate the favorable remarks as well as your expression of support 
for this Bureau. 



In response to your inquiry concerninjgmnwarranted 
Criticism of the FBI, it is suggestegnyou read "Xh^tFBI in Our 
Open Society" by Harr y an d IfanaroOverstreet. This book con- 
tains data concerning sdme itf the vicious attacks leveled at this 
Bureau over the years by its most persistent critics and also sets 
forth the true facts which speak for themselves and completely 
negate their allegations. It may be available in your local library. 






Sincerely yours, 
^J. Edgar Hoover 






IchL. 





NOTE: Bufiles disclose an outgoing to correspondent on 11-8-67 
acknowledging his favorable comments concerning the Director and 
his high regards for the Bureau. 
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Memorandum from A. W. Gray 
to Mr, W.C. Sullivan 

Re: Summary of "The FBI in our Open Society," 

a book by Harry and Bonaro Overstreet 



ADDENDUM (6/9/69), CDD:csh 

I believe that the attached monograph, if disseminated 
to all field offices, will represent a quick source of reference 
in connection with the greater majority of questions that might 
come up regarding criticism of the Director and the FBI. 

The thought may arise that it is inadvisable to disseminate 
this in the form of a monograph to field offices, inasmuch as someone 
may give it out to our enemies. While this may happen, I doubt 
that there is any danger involved, since this monograph or memorandum 
is based strictly on the Overstreets* book and therefore is of public 
source origin. 



C. D. DeLoach 
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OMego , New York 
May 24, 1969 

) 

0 C sdJL,} 



Mr* J* Edgar Hoover, 

Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Dept* of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr* Hoover, 






Mr. Tulson r — 

j^[r^ 

Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Felt 

Mr. Gale 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Sullivan 

Mr. Tavel — 

Mr. T ixtter 

Tele. Room ... 

Miss Holmes 

. Miss Gahdy . 
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Friday, in the lab*, some discussion of Communist activity 

in this country came up, and I mentioned something about the F.B.I. 's 
information on the subject* A young woman employee said to me; "Are 
you serious? Do you really believe anything the F.B.I. says? M . 

My reply was; "I believe the F.B.I. and you'd better too. 

If you can't believe in the F.B.I. you can't believe in anything. 

You might as well go back to believing that the world is square." 

I asked her where she ever got the notion that the F.B.I. was un- 
trustworthy. She said that her impressions had been arrived at larg- 
ly on the basis of same story about the connection of the F.B.I. 
with tins Warren Commission Report on the death of John Kennedy, and 
from remarks heard on a T.V. interview from the author ( said to be 
a former F.B.I. employee) of a book critical of the F.B.I. & its r ( 
director. V 

I’ve heard that young people today rarely read anything, 
and they apparently accept anything they hear uncritically - es- 
pecially if it's something against what the rest of us have always 
considered the Right, the True, and the Beautiful. But the young 
woman's remarks have bothered me so much that I have to write to 
you to ask whether you might be willing to suggest what you condider 
to be the best, and the quickest way to correct false impressions 
held about the F.B.I. 



It’s only a guess on my part, but I imagine that the F.B.I. 
is "generously" allowed to take the* "credit" for a number of things 
which the Public finds hard to swallow, and which have really been 
perpetrated by other elements in the Justice Department or the 
Executive Branch. And some misconceptions arise because of a mis- 
understanding of the legal responsibility of the Bureau & its 
proper role in our society. I hope you can throw a little light on 
this touchy subject of the Bureau's public image, and what to do to 
keep it accurate. , jtBxK 
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MAILED 22 



i.May'l, 1069 



/ <n> 



Dr. Ruth Alexander 

11 Bast 86th Street 

New York, New York 10028 

Dear Dr,. Alexander: 



u 'nmr t 



ff 



Your letter* enclosing a cop^,,Qf..your..- 






review relating to "Hie FBI in Our 'Open Society, " 
was received on April 29th. It was most thoughtful . 
of you to send it on, and I have no changes, to suggest. 



I would, however, like to take this opportunity to 



express my appreciation for the kind comments .which 



you' make concerning the FBI and ;me.. 



Sincerely yours,' 
J. Edgar Hoover 



ivmi lui: 
mi oi s 
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, • NO lDL;Hr.-rAlexande r is on the ■Speeial ,Corre spondepfej List. 
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TDH:paa/ccF' ;) (5) ; 















MAIL ROOM 1 I TELETYPE UNIT I 



original filed Ql 



OPTIONAL FORM NO. tO 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
CSA CEN. REG. NO. 27 



TO 



€ 5010-106 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum , 

•ACS* 

Mr. C. D. DeLoac 




DATE: May 26, 1969 



FROM Mr. W. C. Sulliv 




SUBJECT: "THE FBI IN OUR OPEN SOCIETY” 
ENDORSEMENT BY PRESIDENT OF 
SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY 



For your information, Dr. Willis M. Tate, President, 
Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas, has infpgjped me 
that he has a uthorized his publig e "The^FBI In 

Our Open Society , ” tlenew book in which the MPver street s set 
the record straight on some bf 'the dis gus t in^aftac^lph ic h 
have been made against the Bureau through th6 years. 

Dr. Tate, whom I have known for some years, told me 
that he rarely endorses books, but, having read it, he was so 
impressed by its contents that he wanted to publicly support 
it. Tate feels very strongly about the necessity for wide 
dissemination of this factual information about the Bureau and 
said he hopes that his endorsement of it will be of assistance 
to the Director and the FBI. 

I have told Dr. Tate that support from an educator 
of his stature is indeed welcome. 
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ACTION: 



WCSjeb 
(3) 



None. For information of the Director, 




1 - Mr. De Loach 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
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Mr. W. C. Sullivan 




DATE: June 4 , 1969 
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SUBJECT: SUMMARY OP "THE PBI3IN OUR 
OPEN SOCIETY,” A BOOK BY 
HARRY AND BONARO OVERSTREET 
MONOGRAPH 

^RESEARCH-SATELLITE MATTER 

| „ Approval requested for captioned monograph prepared by 

" the Research-Satellite Section to be disseminated to all field 
ff ices and Legal Attaches. 





"The FBI in Our Open Society” by Harry and Bonaro 
erstreet portrays the FBI in a most favorable way and the 
irector in thanking the authors for an autographed copy of the 
wd hh gjSfcook stated that he intended to refer people to their perceptive 
^T 5 ca^3 ffr:i -' t: *- n SS. This has been done when appropriate in replies to 
odfiRpersons writing to the Director. The book was called to the 

HQ >1 4 m O A r» T CO 1 A 4 - 4.^4 O /O C 



[^attention of Bureau personnel in SAC Letter 69-14 dated 2/25/69 
,<3o(jpwhich noted the book refutes false yharees of such vicious cr itics 

and 



4 



hh 
. M f*3 . 

dp? 



^as MaXv Lowenthal , Fred J. Cook, and [] 

*that Bureau personnel can obtain the book at the special discount 
l^rate of $3.75. 



re ference . 

r* 



Attached summary has been prepared to provide a re ady 



.in rebutting numerous unfounded 
.ill also sene as a guide tcuthe 
rereading of the book's detailed and thorough analysis of FBI 
operations. 

This document has been proofread by the Reading Room. 
Upon approval, the Research-Satellite Section will arrange for 
p^i^a^'^alnd distribution. 

RECQI^NPATION ; * 

-s : ‘-That"'’tliis monograph, the file copy, and Xerox- .1 copy of 
the original which are enclosed, be approved for dissemination 
to all field offices and Legal Attaches. 
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SUMMARY 

"THE fBI IN OUR OPEN SOCIETY” 
A Book by 

Harry and Bonaro Overstreet 




te& 



(Not for Dissemination Outside the Bureau) 
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John Edgar Hoover, Director 
federal Bureau of Investigation 
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FOREWORD 



"The . FBI id Our Open Society, " written by Harry and 
Bonaro Overstreet and released for sale in: February, . ■ 1969, ,'i 
ia an inquiry into thenature and opera t ions of the FBI. |t 
discusses in detail many of the virulent ohargesthat the 
FBI runs;; **aiinck’' without regard to therigh ts of individuals 
; and groups and is, therefore, a ■ danger to pur democratic • - ■ 
society. The con elusions reachedby the authorastate that 
such criticlsm is unfair^ not factual , and . that: the FBI,far 
frcMa/;b©i!ng;';a'dang society,has capably and properly 

.O^0pd;;jia^^ oflawandthe rights ofcitlzeng. Jf':-'' 

■ C Thin document ‘''baa ;' been: prepared to , summarize the ■ f- 
authors' analysis of many of the unfounded, slanted,or 
distorted .charges agalnst the FBI and its leadership. It ,■ 
should be a helpful reference in rebutting the various ant i*. 
FBI charges . Xnaddition, it Is designed to serve a*|;p- 
guide ' to ' the " reading of" the book : thick:'' is highly readable and 
intellectually stimulating* Certainly, the book deserves to 
■ be read because Ofits detailed and thorough analysis of FBI 
operations and its conclusions that presen tt he FBI ■ in an 
'dbiectiye and favorable light. • ^ 



I 




v ':■ rely , net bn^nside^ buton sources Available to .■; - ; /.' 

- makes-,. ; 1 -; 

_ obvious the bias of those who carelessly or purposely neglect or 

' ■. 'diS.tOj^' is' ^*bO : '" thO'- EboO^d ***^-': ; .' r. ■' : ^;:0 





'■ <&\> 
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, • PARY i— lotroductibn to C€^pX«yit^ M Cov^yg the origin 
as Directorin 



• CHATOR ONE -The Past That Was Prologue— 

. cbncernnih® creaiiou of the FBf : as a result 
of' growth of federal; laws, it traces . the ■.? X= 
origins of the Attorney General’s position ;. •■ 
- and the IJopartMent ; of Justice f and ' notes the ' 
investigative . resources of the Federal 



Roosevelt. 



1. ^ ■it#" IB1 is of the expans ion of Federal ■’. 

"• / the Attorney General! a ; position was created by y : ■ 

. Congress in 1789 and the Attorney General ■ was given ad»inis<r ■;% 

■.' timtlve ';enfo#fei.-oy^ and"., ‘ . :v : 

riarshals j 'iby,: ; congress in ;■ iddi^;:; v'y '; y y .ygy / ;■•■;■:' - : 

V; ;. ^ ■ i^partiiniy^ Justin* Was; coated bycongress -:•■ 

■: with; the Attorney Geaerai ts- its -head ’ in i870* 

'■T ¥ F : ; : V : : 4» Congress first voted $50,<)0(> for the detection 
and 'prosecution'' of : ;ori«es: against the United States ■ ihi8?l. • ■ 

examiners were' ^used v t^: : :;^^ _ ' 

of ’. aiie|pjei ,: .^ ; '.y y/;. ^yy^v 

hired detectives.- 

. einoO' sane had crininai or unsavory backg^ .yy' -y ■'• 




,>ibppos($Mti:- by , 

’politieitnb- '*A business interests in itio efforts to contyoX 
: land dealings. 



°V . < QgAmR TWO ^Challenge and Dectsion—discusaes 
. > ■ the action of Attorney General Charles J. . • 

-.'r-. ■ ■ -dtih 1 of ,f V 

■■:- .; v - .!''•■* Investigation to provide the ttepartiaentof : ' '■>.■■<■' ■; 

;. '''■ Justice with its own investigators . 

V- / sought a 

pernanent detective fQrce for the ^ of Justice to 

!\ N 1b^ai^W^iji^ inyestightora : ftm, the^secret 



2 . Ih l90$ t Congress denied Bibney ior pay»ent to 
..Secret _ or transferred for use byother 
: agencies, V' :ci " ' ■■ ••■ ; " V ^ v 

/tienbrai>B^ July!, 1908, 

'■ : -|t ' ,eigei«ibUaeiia^ , V 

;; u»d»r;: a chief examiner , and this group became a permanent . 

; subdivision tiatr- . '^yoeit;4i£^h'. 2 V 1908, tinder 

:;lbreside»tial' instructions, ;'>J ;■-. v>vi'A'' 

■ •'■;■ / 4. ConfliCt arose immediately between President 

, Theodore. ..hconeyeltf^ "■V 
tht; ^V; :^.*. 1 .'.'J ^ v ■ ' - •. ; -> i 

1 8. The subdivision was niuaedthe Bureau of Xnvestlga-* 
^tichsluar'lG#’ by Attorney General George Wicfcersha» under 

Ipj^side^^ -r .^ _■' ?} ,. > r '' ' ■- V:':. p.v. • : ;"'?■• '.-' -V : 



w. 




C ■■ ; . '; .. : .• 

.. ;; Bureau -of ■" investigation during and 
v : - : ■. shortlyafter UofldWar I . ihitare ^ in.,,; ^ -.• •' ■> ->v :? : ; v 

?. \ veonfiUMli*^ •. ^ it /’■ ;'■:■:■ ■-'■*■'■?■ 

::,-■ Concludes#^ naUing of Hr. Hoover ‘ , ; . ,,: 

, • . ;' s , . as- ,ia- , IBM*},:.; f . ■■, (■•;; :\ , . ,■ . •■*•-; .■, , .• \ . /. . v ■>. - ^ 

Bielaski* ns«d <?f tne 

■ Bureau, of Imrestigation *.. Attorney i^neral^ W. Gregory 
used a pHvM;;'0PQ^ t / the American Proteotive League(APL)* to ' 
investigate and report disloyai aots duritt^ World War I. V. . 

' Badges' aiut'Cards Uearihg "SecretrServideDiV^ were ■■; y-^'r: 

; Hr*Hoover, tycon treat, has no vet 

eiiowed yoiunteers to invade IBiVnreas. of . responsibility* ’ ’ a 
:; - ; v b*?: : iuio^^ 

;Ugtinsi / drift- dodgers* ■■#' proeeduretor ' mass ' arrests never ■■ ; ' ; •;•• '. •. ; : ' 

■autheri»e4' : . 

’X ;'.y ;i ;- : . .'-;y£ 

Hitcholl i^iraer in iBIBand 1920 ittVolved exdesjses in arrest"' X. 
prooedtures t^ hyWilliiua j* Flynn* thenhead yv- 

; of ,. the. Bureau of - investigation . ifry ‘ Hoover*., then .in,; charge'' • ; 

;Cf ’ 1 _ %fe|^r' ate.’* . 



controiover 



Bureau’ s field work* 



Hoaveyi^ 



ofthe . Bureau 'Of.' 



Investigation in I924after « long search by Attorney General 
Harlan Fiske Btone and a oareful inquiry into lir. Hoover’s y y 

lieipartaenu.of Justice since 



- 3 - 




part n 



' ;• - PART n~ ~hen at ffoffe*-©xplor«s 

ineiwdi!Q|f the means ofeoniro^ operations ♦ 



I‘ -v " : ..;i ’ : CBAPT&R I^ffR^ The Searchlight of Tragedy--* 

' • '? considers ' .%!»#: testimony of Mr* Soov«r and :•.. . 

“ V- ';.-V' tQ?mv Assistant tothe DirectorAian H. 

■ >v B©I»ont to©f0r© tli« President's Commission .- • ; ■ :/. ^ c" 

onthe Assassination ofPtceideniK^ ‘ ’ ■:! 

(Wa#pen ^ v ■ ■' : ■ 

< - > reluctance tb inatitll extreme; securi^ 

;..y ^ measures a© ■ smacking ■ of ©"police state.":-/;,/ y : ,y :: - 

/.;// .';/.■/. ‘ i;*"’;", o \ '’■■ /: '/- ;; 

IR04 thesedurity ol a President, Rrt/tlc^ep ^ that ’ ./y^/^ ,;y- 

“police state" ■;•'/ 

and '* 1 © den'twahit^ “enforce* 

/meht ■' of ;. : ;ehohtit^ the enforcement of -“late dealing with y// 

subversion ought to behandled in the American manner*” In . / 

.this regardtllry 'lh>ovep-; soloed hie concerii that increased : v 

security measurestend to “diminish ihearea of -'the- right© .of 

the individuals* * r y- yy \ ':"■ '■ '■ '.. 

['yp \///'-;\ : R ;■ hre# i^a*©on* Harold Peidaan^ and foimer Specia^ '“vy 3 

Agent William W, Turner vere critical of the fBI , e handling of "•■,■;■' 
;0ee«^ after,' hie' return f foe Russia -.atid assassination 
■Of : ; ih^hident Kennedy* The thre© ' ”#ooid allgive f ar wore weight ; 
-thah;'iieuid'^^ SecretService) y/y- 

Rowley to personaierraiioisas, #• professed belief in Maralsia, , 
aadovert, hut nonviolent, manifestations of pro^Cottaunisia.” 



is.port ^ isk ; ifitoe critics; would hav© ssidthe FBI , 

; ■- .; ^pnc^ : 13^^ tagonhim into custody dr closely 

surve tiled Him because of his background , -::V ; -^ 

'v ■' 3*:-" Tb.e tfarron Commission report noted that the new ; 

;v. -#t*adidsflfi:i^ to the Sect^t Sarirtoe ae 

: threats against > the l^aidedt ayc^etill^ too narrow add might ••' . 
nothaye resulted itt ’V«f#* k ral of 6swa3.d to Secret Service* •’ . .._ 

’\/ ■ ^CHAPlilR Bureau*© license to Aet-*~ -\. '.>/•;■■ 

v: ; ':4 : ■: tfcwa Vpx must haveproper authority 

-■ ;. ' t;tu^ : : i ! 3&aE; !f a» iscQatinually ■'; 

being oapandOd* theJ?e aro ilMtatiohs 'on its' aetionsV- ^V * ■•■ 

Only when Congress makes some act ^federal 1 crime can thelBi 
- investigate* Alaoj if the St^prome <kurt*onC^ 

■■ grounds t reyeriaea a cOnvic^ federal case itiyOlving ^ 

■ ’ '■■ inve^igationauHderthe 

iuvalidatadlaiifv , ,:.U [r ,. 

£; The FBI cannot be properlychsrgod^ infringing 
■' on constitutional rightb by conducting investigations under 
ltwaor auctions e? laws which are later declared uaeonstitu* ■ . ■ 
: tlonalby Court, for thefBI tpreiusetp ittvesti- 

. gate aliegad viOiatione of eertain laW aectiona of laws it : . 
believes unconstitutional prior to auch court decisions would 
. be toarrogateto itBClf the rlght to anticipate Suprema Court ; ; • 

■ , '' .l: >; .; a?1dX'4.ineHs- * ’ ;■ ■ , : v ’ , ’ ' v ; - ■■'■■• /.-V ’// ■ 



' oiapteR six* ~The Asgigro^t^'* ' ’;.' 

■■■/■■' discusses ihe i®I f s activities in the ■■ - ; v ^. 
.;,/';inteiligenee field and notesthat neither ■ M:V- : ^-- ; ; 

- questioned tfe© FBI*s i?tgttt to carry out ..' ■ /- - 

■ V,_cV-- :vr :t - ''." :i ■-:" ' . ; -/" " O 

■■"' v’ #ftf' +■■ :-^(6ie!V4^p . ’\Sbimf ’ v t^iswi- ■; 

/ / the threat . pi'{; espionage, speOiiidsily hy l^red d. Cook, although .: -•■ 

Mr. -V>/; ; - ,; 

3./ Mr*- Soever refused to accept help from volunteer ' : , ■„ 

. ‘’inyestfgaf ors" ih World Wiiap:-^ '- ■ i; ‘ ; ‘- 

. loir levei during this period * This rational approach to ; ' ■ 

. security le also noted in Mr* lh>over*s opposition to the 
• internment of theWest Coast Japanese at that time. ■ ■'■?■.; 

ih deoidihg tUat theStateoi 

Pennsylvania * &■ sedition lav : was- pre-empted by Federal statutes ' 
in national becnrity/iihttters, made "unassailable" the right fend 
duty of iba&’iflfc- its law enforcetaeftt and ’ 

■■ /its intelligence functions in the nationai security f ield * 

\ The Supreme Court / while holding against several . '•' 

' statutes of Cohgress^^ i^ the security 1 leld # haa not <|ues t ioned ;., 

:. the - right of Congress to legislate in that field*- '•■ ■.-'..-■ '.'Sr/-' 

" Problem of Sise— provides : : 

■•; ■'■ rifutati^n'td the claim that Mr* hoover :y 

v 4gogb|ktKdr^lh#'.'-#^LgM^.MiS^ of ■. / x> 

;■' • '. ' : -.. . ■:(■■" i the fBl. , T ,: y,< .■ /'■■ ■! .. : V’> : ■ ; . . ' : \ .. ■. ■ \ >■• -v^ %' 



W.: 

■•'. ■■:..• V •*-.. ''*•... .- • -■ 




v i*:-7 Mr. .Hoover, basstated hispreference for a smaller ' 
' crttlcs^ charg^s $hat be seebs to enlarge it*, ;7. 

Vy^'; J has ebargedthat 
Mr. Hoover uses the automobile theft statistics to Justify • ' 
th©' , Burean , sappr^^ but the House SubcoBmittee oa ,/ 

Appropriations knows the meaning ofthestatistics and ean 

>or*in*tev^®^^ VS-' 

Daily ;'Hes»* tarned; ; tbat , 

'*. wuq?;" '4^.: thesame year ?■};'■ 

\ j^_isia_ of thenAtiarne^ 

Hoover asstnae direction of all 
federal'' invest igatire and intelligence agencies* ; • ' ; ■/ 

, llr*"' . .ijnt- "iiA&-' t^stim^sr' for :i the 1062 

: ';|?BI. approprifttlon thftt the additional^ the MHI had 

. despite the fact thaf tbe 
.. hearing' indicated h© couldbave bad more funds for theasking* 

.6. • iBhUn ’*i0 e?!f .■ asantsolated 
pbeh^^hobv^fer' it baa l^n given dutiesthat eventually : ’ ; 'y.7 

v- retired; more pe^nnbitvV r./--;. ; ; ..^u y ;yy7;. v 

-ft,' 1 ' In bis book* ' . ’’The ^ federal Bureab of '■ Investigation, *’ 

■ iia&'.t4M*^ of Senator icennetb McKeiiar who 

/■ ; Cltii»ed ^hst<^isb^h^ growth of tbe”secret service'* of 

ylhe ' of dnstice in the I9$0s* - The Senator was : a ; .., 
JOember of tbe Congress that hadpassed kidnapping and extortion 





■ laws and * pacbetof lavs called the^ ., 

; that Mr* Hoover did not *uthor*Wt which drastically enlarged ; 

Hi ^’:v\y :.- 

: t» Calls f d^ reddct icn la the eiase of the fBI have •" ■ 
hot beeh ■ constructive *.: hut destructive , in s|)ltit a Al ternatives ' : , 

• to continued growth of the fBi t^cld i greater assnurptioh y 

■-* levels andalsoby '£ " ;- : 

ypri^te' ihferesta*:: ; ;: v : y,yy ; V-- ■■ y- ; y '■■.■- 

■ ■ ■' CMAPYI^ BIGHT~ ~ChecIss and €ontroig~"aaaiyzes ; ' ; - 
■■' internal and^ external controls on the FBl which 
:' prevent it f ran being a ’^uiaawfty 0 ; r .’ " : =-': ■ ■■•■ . 

- decentralisation which ■ wohld weaken -the..’ structure of . account* - ' ;v Vyy 

„y.y ;■ ehoahH|ite^y'# -. ^ rr —v;: 

operations and reporting jjrdvides aB iaporiahV control * 

of ; .tdM» 

v of the law, the Attbrney C^ I)eparta»at of Justice policies* , "<. 

: ; Congressional apjprdpriatlon cowwittees - and- the courts. Mr . 
hoover hiiiweliyhAaotaibd-'t^^ ■ ; 

.; to ' become . an independent agency ' operafiagwithout checks and ; 
■cobi^ls^^^ ' ' /,■■•"'•■. ' ., ^p- . y.^- 

.V?> 4.1^ the gBI hasnotn^ resulted 

-in a^creasevih:: control bythe Attorney Qeneral as ■>*’■' 
aione does not determine the -.degree. of accountability^ What is. y - 
are the means used to review and control IBI , : 'y^v-’'. 







■■ ■' 



* 



y 



One problem in insuringproper use ofthe Bureau ■' 
can ; come Irbrnan Attorney (^neral ^ to Usethe FBI for ■ 

Ain own purpones^ M^ and t Attorney General ^ 

Harry Daughef tyare twoAtiof neys^nera^v^ infected the ,oid'; 

jgiilt;-; .-oae, . . ;■ ■ 

'K;' . ^ '6 .'•■;'' Former Special Agent dank Levine has claimed that , 

• fB| ; agent A' usewiretaps not 'know;' to FBI.,' officials 6F. the '; v ' 
Department of Just ice in order to, secure high convictton 
kt*iie$ics reportedly demanded by Mr. Hoover. Iftrueysucha 
. situationwould meaathat wiretap evidence could be smuggled . ; into . 
■■.the <k>vernmeiit*« evidence, a most. '' implausible circumstance. ? 

.• . ; ; : , V /■ Gjri’h ics .Hodvmra** s;- 

concern for. the| letter of the law; leaves little room forthe 
"free-wheeling _ jdetective work” - needed •• to .fight organised 
crime. : This belief ie unusual since Cook has accepted Levine’s 
; charge , that FBI Agents wiretap : illieitlyandsmuggle data 'into'' ' 
evidence. Such free-wheeling wouldobviously be the ^surestway" 

: f or ' the FBIto help criminals remain f reef rom court sanctiop * 



-The Eavesdropping Problem— 



ies that surveillance by electronic 

,:meanS' inessential '-to. theseci^^ 

society although its usemust be balanced . -V,.. 
against the constitutional rights of Our 

; ' • ■■ • cifinenS'.'tO’ privacy. ■.■ r ; : r.^-v 

l« Theproblemin the use ofelectronic surveillances 
itt' our open society is to achieve a balance Of socle ty’s rights 
. and thoseof the individual. 



-■ v 






Hoover's longti&eo apju^aeb to wiretap ■>.' '-. :. 

■• aetiyliies has ciilled toi? close , cotttiols end includeswrittea ■ ;■' ; 
authority froia ,the : Atto^ody ; ^Qsn6ifiil'. ’ ; v ; -v^ - rt '' ’■/■.. >-■>; ‘ : 

-■ :: "The Federal Bureau 

BurtUn K* Feeler acknowledged , 

/that ;: a ''.ifcis®?' '■■■ * 

’■ heuause' otitswii^tappiag* Actuslly, ^imtor fhesiernever 
didacknowledge what Lowent ha 1 c la imsandthehear lags covered 
in the report are related dot to FBI wiretapping, but to 
' -oait-. 

by Attorneys General Robort F. 

Kennedy and Nicholas Katsonbiicb : would have outlawed privateand ■’• • - ‘ 
:^ublic’'wldata^;:lnd thehspelied out, la the public interest, 
a few eaceptiun^ ■ v :, ■ v; : , ; ; . 

•■ : 5*.>-. Morris Brnati , then couniseifbr the American Civil • 
LibertiesUnion, stated in 1950 that he had checked into 
charges' :ei/ : Agents, but ednciudedthat a swears 

campaign was being carried;©** against Mr. Hoover since the.. - . • .' . 
Charges, could nbt be substantiated* Lowenthai in his book 
. published in 1950 clasts Uninhibited Indulgence in ■ illegal v ; - ■.£ 
Wiretapping by the WBl, but offersnn evidence of having : . 
'investigated those 'fiu*iters;as'did^ 




'-■ . /. ' the roleof . 

inf oi^nts in FBI operations and presents 
;: v; ':''e^pbtt ; .foif the use of informants from V/;?:. 

■ ;V- C ■ prominent public officials and agencies. , .;; : 

’’•• '■.’■■ ; '.iU' ' Of-'^*-^^ : of ; . 

; .;' November 30, 1964/ for £ inding ^informers’* tobe ''truly ",. 

; 'eNMAfecr: moral tope* •• \ 

■ . However* those who havecriticia^ use of informants 

:■' . are seleetivein their tlilfiida^ aiidl thus donet condemn theose 
of informants "across the board’* as:a;>metter of pf inciple*-- 
•>: :J only whenthe ; informants are- used' agaiaetthemselves or" those /’l 
'y:" ; '" : fiib' shorn" ih^ 

4 •■■'■’;•' 2. $he double standard the critics advocate in /■;/>' 

' informant use is typified by thewritings of .'|^ed; : iJ.!;i(^oh- : .ih >■;...• 

- his' ; .Virttfi' _! JQ^'^-JljCWbbdlX' Knows" Cook condemns 3PBI informants 

; ; ■; who arewitnesses against communist defendants as anuns table 
• : lot while calling for penetratiott of underw mobs by persons 
:i >v '. , less law^ bound than IBI agents , 

3. The Uee^ o informants is defended by statements 
: ’;0f Judge Learned Hand, former Attorneys General Kennedy and •; 

* jJ ;: . Ka'^ttbachi ot her foraer Justice • Jtepartment officials# and • f . 
the President 1 s Commission on Law Enforcement -and'- Administration 
, of justice*':' v.- ::V ^ -v .- 

;j:White_; ; crifics v hays voiced^ informants, 

safeguard on the use of informants is provided by the courts 
. ; shich must bass on the admissibiii^ given by ..Y'-. 

. informants- as ; witnesses^/;: /; Y,:- ;; ■ J'- ■' ; Y- \Y ■"< v^V-Y-Y Y,- 



PARTll! 



-This Controversialist the. 



controversial nature of the ,^3Bl as tt Reflection of the various • 
segwents Jof •' Oursociety which hold ^tron^ and clashing Yiew- 
: , points :•■: -v ^ l-"v .;• ■ 



CHAPTER KLEVBN« -The PHI ifithe African 
Scoft«^*sOxs the stage f orotb«yr chapters 
by noting several aepbctsdf the PBl’s 
controversial nature, Including ' its- hoed 
to remain silent about much of it© 



V;;''lV/V'The, is controversial since groups— criminal 
and suffer as aresult of PBi 

investlgationsattaek the PBf anditsjaethods to divert attention 



: frop, vth4;^i^h*: activities*. *-;; 
■ : \,' • , 2 . . Another reasonthe 



is controversial -is; that 



:it tolars '.’’the 1 burden of wan*© anciefct* *©1 ^justified ieurof v 
;a\,saeret'^ This i© c<^pouhded because muchof the PBt 1 © 

'■ ' ,y.'- 

third reason for the PRI ’ s* being controversial 
invoiveS fhe coinplex of iurisdiction in the United States. ^ -■■£ 
/The.-' ; .isg^', those i&obei^ Covernseht 

,:is ; ii^osihg its will on -the .states; a© well as by those ' she ,, 
.believe • the/' ■ is. ■: yielding to- states’ rightists. 

• 4V Several cases , ihcluding the Weinberger kidnapping 
'case in l956» the bom^^ 



••12 




Asa of Medgar ivers/ NAACP field representa- ^V 

^tive* .'A*-' Bissie -iei^ ;.. 

•' regarding overlapping juri^lotioB 3 *ttd demands f or either moi’e or 

,’ .. ;r ; .5:« : Jwfie* A ; Wechsler , "New York Post’* writer * has 
; “ falsely’ accused ' MriBoover of failure to push PBS investigations 
y; $o ''dfL*i«krihMP' ■ 'it»ifeCMe«ei' ' . vAoiaaift«^>3i4Bi. :: ;.Aifc« ■■=■. " •- 
South because Mr* Hooverwanted tp remain in favor with ,:; ; v 
;' controlled thePBI , s budgetVAt ifcetiaeof 

of : ;^e'’.|fese ^hcoasftittee .oit ■■; ■ •>•<' 

Appropriations was f ro» holo« the iSason^P Line»-Congressiiai^ 
Boheit -L*; Sikes of ‘ Florida* ' Alsd # '\;^chsler impl ted that the 
; PBS should have heed guarding Medgar Byers; as" . ■* . resuit of •■ .- • 

' ■:' previous threats againsthi*. This, of cour#e> is apoliee 
function which the' Justice Popartment^ not have authorised . ■' 



:'•••' •.' ' <MAP^ of Coaaaunlsitt f s Lexicojtt~^ 

oowwirtho^OTi«unistParty,PSA,propagahdaef forts 
■■■.;•■' . to rlM^uc» the < ' t pa18er f, of the: y PB.I* ■ >7- "; r 

■; j- • .Paur^y'.*^ conducted a long • ’■}., 

cajapaigh of rigid* rejnstitious antl*yBX propaganda that tries ■.'• .■•,■ ' 

to dreate in the Aaericaa people a distrust of the PBS which 

"■ V.’- ; ifiil'. dojt^h'tlh^pa^^ the fpBI’e.: . 

"7 ' ■ ’• power to V ^ : /• 

• v , 7 The nature and eontinuitY df the anti-PBI campaign 

Ar.eiliustra reviews that have appearedin the ck>imaunist 




t :. Party ' press about twoanti-FBI books— ’'The federal Bureau of 
•r lavasti^t by ^ 1 : - 4at»<d- \ iHEik Robckiy Ko^we ,, by : ’~ 
v ' trad J. Cook.v These books, being strongly critical of the - A 
AIBI,; afe ■ praised for ifayealittef the "dangers'* of the FBI to our ' . 

■ society. HowovOr , thef ev lower s note that neither Lowenthal . 

. ; 'Oiier--Cp0h\givp5Aa,-lia^ the FBI’s 

•■■>. existence and actions. •.• ',r. /:■ A. ', AA: V; ': V : A.A AyA 

■■■■';; .3. la -their’ lengthy campaign against Mr. Hoover, ■ Ay 
the communists have labelled him a”Gestapoman" and leader 
AA ; of a ’ , fr«me^up gaag. ,, They have A' 

y, police ot the Russian caars— *the Okrana-^while not mentioning 
■■■ Stalin’s secret police. '• A A -A' A..- A- 

A-A;VAAA;A . y ■ 4V Cropping up froM tiae to time ihcommunist 
- ' propaganda is an effort to 'name ilr. Hoover as the '-hatchet A.A : ' 

; . man’A^ pi 1919-1920, although Mr. Hoover 

; did not set the patterhof the raids and did’ hot participate in 
them. Rebuttal to pnch charges is showa in aspeech by 
■Ay' . Congressman Imanuel Celler . of Hew ' York in • 1940 as ' well as in A 
a Congress Iona l inquiry into the .raids .that -did not place 
"■'-■.any yAA-'A’ AA.' A'A/ ; 'AA, -AyvA’’ A Ay-A' 

5 . Mahytfhp believe the FBI is a threat to our type 
: ’ , of society are not communists , but they are intellectually ■ -AA'-::;, 

’A:aa ; dishpnest by ’ , ioading Tt the evidence» as do the cofi>mUnists, to A.j. 
"’•AttaheAa;,; caseagainst the f Bi. Aa- A : ;A a A- ; aa : ’ AyAA ■. A." ■> A 'A aA ■ : A- - ’ 



. . 6. - TheFBl And other Government agencies must he r 

measured Against standards el: our own society* hot 6 ' by those 
of al^rty forbidden to doother than denounce any institution 
that..- thwarts; : misfciOfc^ : to : control all ; 

countries of., the. worlds,; o; ; ::£T , 

CHAJPTSR THIRTiUiN— Babel t t?«S.A»— ^develops •■" 

elMKoicatiair.- '■% ■?:■■'■.■ 

before acceptance .as- statementsof fact* - 

■\j i * In iudging stiiemonts about an agency like;., the 
m, it is necessary to no^ assign varying '/v 

degrees of importance tot he different typed of evidence* 
and td seek the authority for the statements*, -W : 

Criticism' ofthe^ Wanted Program by a 

’’les Vegas Review^Courier’’ article in 1963— that when criminals ' 
are put on the list , the them stakedoutand picks 

them up as soon, as wanted notices Are published—And by KegrO 
' activistDiek Gregory : ;in 196,4— that the ’’top ten"are wanted ■. 
f or minor crimes or moral mattera— is refuted by facts 
overlooked or omittedpurposely by those critics. 

‘■TV 3 * Charges ^ colunmists Chaliiters Roberts and Drew 

' J^rson-, in 19^ Rooveri^ long feuded with 

the Secret Service and the CIA are contrary to voluntary 
statements placed on the record by .those.' presently or inthe"' : ; ■; 
pastin key posts in those agencies,includiug Secret Service . 








"'i' Chief JamesJ/RowleyaiKi the l&teAlltn Builes, former /.v" ’ 

A;;r.- : ,4:-'‘'- ’ :7.. : ' : ''':-’ v 

; ;■/■-; 4 . Brew Fearech charged tal963 that ilr* Hoover ^nted 

'•■..■;• to take ovepthevork of the Crfcttiriali^ ■ : ; 

thaAraarin the continental Bnited States . , But , Itt cXaimieg ;■ . . \-; v 7. 

unnamed members of the Army egeucyes theBource, Pear eon y.;y ,;-V 

hts relieved /.the. rehder.:.t&-'a©C€^^ : 

^ eVldeHCe^ 7 7' - 7'y7 ' 77y7'. 7^ ’ '.;>■■•. ' 

■ ■ his power7 assume he *ants ;the : FBI'- to growbigger and havehia 
|urisdicii6n expanded ♦ :’ Repeated it ; is : -0ies|jy \ );■ ■■■ 
tiuestioued* this assumptionis in contradiction to Mr« Hoover *a 
oppbeifioil -'to- various piths to plaoe hiai over several agencies .7.7 
7 or to ah»orb them lnto the lBl* 777y7y:7v 7:./i /■•■■■ 7 ; 77\y ■ y7777' : ;;. 7 '-77- ? 

7777'- CBtefitl^^ ■ •. >;■ : 77. •: 

- . ubtes ihat- * r fhe^ Ration” : magazine, in : .- ■ -; : :7.;'.. 

■'•■■;■ : presiejati»g'^ articles, does 'v7 y 

■■'.vi../ ';;: v not^represest. a- ttuly, liberal ^prbach* ;i yy; . : y 7y 7y-' ; " ; ¥ 

V\v v ;v: ; ' y 7 : 77 4»;,. i&Aion^^^ 

about lit* Hoover and to express itsopinions in editorials. ;.>■■••■. 
hbw#vejr^ ;'lts expose '.articles, on theFBt are not editorials 
7,ah&7it.V$® relevant to ask what level of repOrtage they represent* 

:. ’2* the continuance of our systew a^ not depend on 77; 

7;: llr. Hoover , *The Nation , H br the authors, bub one thing y. 

indispensable is alAbernlism that shows fairnessto those 
7 criticiaed, respect forruleB of evidence, and a sense of . responsibility 
t0;~ those- aSked to - believe pnr:. words . j,:. ; : f ^ . "7yy ■- 

.* 7.77:77; ... 47«:£> ' 74:7 ;:7^^ . , , 



3. "Hoover and the Bed Scare # ,r an article by former 
: Special Agent Jack Levine ia ,, The l^atioa t, of 0etober2o, 1962, 
should be viewed in the light of hisadmitted short career 
thU-'FBI Sndan admittedlaek of experienou in theinternal 

’ ; ;:; ! ;4,' : ;,A1s<> to be dhestloaed are several contradictions 
'! .’ 'in. 'the I^e vine-based criticisni of the . FBX> • : • for instance, ^ . 

contradictory versions of his reasonfor joining the FBI . 

. ; : are presented-*^ 1) curiosity ,. to. see - 'what ' theFBl was like . : . : 

\\and ' s .|2>;vaif^ the lbfty ideal the fBI projected of ■ 

"hobeat ^dedicated law- enforcement andunselfish public service*" 

■ There is a oontrast also in two public versions of why he 

'. left the- fBI^-Cl) disillusionment with the TBI and <2) : desire 
to aid his parents Overburdened .with business respottSibilities * 

; : 5. Levine *a article charges that the Coeuaunist Party, *■' 
HSA, was soweak and so largely composed of FBI informants 
that it was ^ho^thriat* .however.# ' Mr* Hoover, Levine claims, / 
called -|t ;a. threat: to- dustily: ht^ge budget requests . Levine 
also claims that White House and Justice Department officials 
were astonished when inf 03Raed by him of .the- number of informants . 

'. and the fBI’e plan toneutraiise the American comaunists if a 
Soviet-pnited States Wir becoae lihely * That Information - 

■ .of snob sensitive and classif led matters was given* according 

J to. Levine,. .'.to; new Agenteiutralning but not to top- Government 
. officials is implausible* ' 

17 : - / 




v' ■■ v-.; 6y $, The Wati6n, ,, in accepting Levine’s statements as 

gospel, did more than, various Congressmen and newsmen who , ■ 

' asked Levine t ©document his charges of misconduct against' 

’Hr* Hoover and the FBI»’. The fact that newsmen asked for . 
documentation caused Levine ■ to regard the newsmen as tearful-’.:: ’ \ 
that publication of • : 9(^-« - Hoover would cause an 
adverse reaction among advertiser's* This explanation by 
.Levine, appears melodramatic. 0 ■ 

\ ■ 7» '‘Oswald and the yBr' by Harold Feldman in' “The ; " 
Nation” of January 24, .1204,.' presents 'the theme ' that Oswald was. 
probably an FBI "informer” and that is why his name was not 
given tO Secret Service prior to the assassination of . 
President Kennedy. Feldman claimsthat statements supporting 
. the FBI's investigation of the assassination should be suspect, 
as ieaked;.on -Orders' or slants by intimidated witnesses . 
’While seeking to show itselfas well dcKSumented, the article 
. actually relies on several questionable sources, especially ’ 
those .id*witified ; ’ as anonymous, . to ,aake ; acase that Qswald was : ; 
an FBI informant, a conclusion not: ^substantiated by the Warren'':' 
Commission 'inquiry*' . {.tfr . 

/:S„' ' ' 1 if-' , **The' Nation” can findonly rumor-laden and ' 
implausiblematerlal to undercut the FBI, then the FBI cannot ■ 
bedoingtoobadajob. 
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■,r CHAPTER FIFTBEN- «»Who Thinks 'Be Wants What?— ' 

;■ discusses ' L criticism ■ of Hr. ; Hoover and • the ■■ . 

FBI by ’'New Tork Post " writer fames' A«y--:.: 

Wechsler* : v ; y'y :i . yvyyy ; V : .’V r 

1. Thoseviruleutindi^^ Hoover 

removed are Bimilarto JohnBirchS^ followers who have ■ : 
proposed ■ ; that Chtef .Justice Harl Warrenbe ’ ■ impeached . They 
would want iheFBt to become responsive to their values alone, 
Their, demands, therefore, must be scrutinizedto prevent the 
FBI fr^;'beoOming .-ah.- investigative, body that would be 
intoie&ble* ^ ■.’•'• : 'y . '■ ,.y" / yy'-yy .■ 

/y '3S,*: ; ; vFechsier ■charges 'in';*’ "NeW Tork Post’Vcolumn in 



;19«3,:'thatethe. 



was keeping. ■theL-C<M*^nist Par tya live and 



.aotwiily' strengthening it through informants and their y 
activities. Curiously, while protesting againstFBI 
penetration of the Partyj in the same, year Wechsler condemns 
the FBr for .Ulieged £ ailursto penetrate the "racist mobs. n 
Actually, the FBI had penetrated theKian groups to the point :■ 
that those groups had imposed securitymeasurssmaking it - '■ 
'■difficult 1 fbr'Attfor^ .. y 

3 . :.^Ajnother' of Wechsler’s criticisms, made An”The 
Progressive” magazine in 1964 , is : that all Federal activity • 

■ in the civil rights fieldehould ■ be taken from the'- FBI ' and 
given to sense agency that'- could protect the;' '"freedom, fighters, ” - 
since the 'FBI - had failed to do so, ■ . ; What, Wechsler was demanding, 

; again curiously, was that a duly, assigned part of ■ IBF work '■■-;■ 
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shouXd be transferrea because the FBI was not trespassing . 

■ : beyond the littlta of its assignments to perform strictly 
police T/ v 

. ' y4* ^// : ;X^spitc^'W0cbsXsjP* : s ; ; ai^yb- 'd0siaub< he- .boss ■ -netspbo 1 ^ 

• ' vide tM' buyers, -t^ boeshe 

propose ;fti* '. _i*pMm<S3r tc be given broader power by \ 

■ Congress than that given to the FBI? Does he; advocate a constitutional 
amendment to transfer police powers vested in the states? Does 
be visualize an agency that / when a good ■ cause teat ibsue, . ' • 
would nbt| 1 inhibited; by laa^.v-%*:v^ 

WeehSlsr in a 1965 ,, New York Post' , editorial attacks 
1tr> Hoover 'fob; ; %gain' trespassing;^^ primarily 

the /University' of yCHlifornth .-'atBer^ showed that 

FBIAgentswere only '’looking on” since the FBI has intelligence 
responsibilities requiring it to collect data about incidents 
and 'persene v eH and: off campuses lb the national security field* . 

0, It is unfortunate that -Wechsier has- ignored .the ; - 
perf oreabbe .e^ the civil righte ^ 'V 

chosen ,to -'C<uibetth : 'tt. for not being what it could not do legally* 

His hostility.-. to Mr* .Hoover, and- the FBI ' actually renders a 
negative service to thecause that Wechslersupports. 



CHAPT3BR S1XTEEN— The FBI According to bowenthal-*^ 
''is":#: refutabiob of auch of Lowest ha l*s 
criticism of the FBI in , hi® book , . "The Federal . 
■Bureau: 'of ' . investigation* 





Published inl950,Ik>wenthal’s booh, "The Federal 
Bureau of investigation ,” contains the most extensive criticism ' 
of the ;.; ; '- ■'■/■■■-.=-■'’. . 

' j privilege ■■ of selecting amterlalfor his • anti-FBI presentation, / 
he abusesthat privilege by c®ittiogdata needed toproperiy 
1 .#ytlhate ; :the ■ ' p#<^3pit^3r - . 

the 1908 statements of several .O 
Congressmen concerning the dangers of a central police or - •• 

■ ■ spy- system :i» ; - the :fo 

.• the view that the ' creation of the' Bureau: ' oxinvestigation ■■ , .._■■• 

’ ym%& result lean undesirable agency* However, the . -J-V: 
s t atements f ere actually directed aghinst the use of the Secret ■ 
/Service, as a central source of investigative manpower and not 
against the' type, of departmental Xorcethat Attorney General ■ 
Bonaparte:;;^ ;/ 

j' = ^3^ - Congress in 1908, by 

endittg the practieeoX Government agencies borrowing Secret 
Service agents ,showedt he intention of denying the Attorney 
deiW*»IV : the . right: to empioy , detectives* - However , ■ Congress 

■ did vote money that the Attorney' Genera!--, sought in order, to 
employ detectives and, as a result, he created the Bureau of 
investigation on duly l, 1908. 

4, Lowenthal’s bookis slanted toward showing that 

■ the: -«<#srtt ; : FBI is ,:;: t^ realisation of Congressional fears of 

■ 1008 that a '’Federal police force at the Bepartment of Justice ‘ 
would someday adopt practices* . *abhorrentta ' democracy *" 1 ; 
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v 

S* fit addition to ^being; unwanted, Lowenthal charges 
that the Bureau of InveBtigation was unneeded since itsearly " 
cases.: were ., of a ’'somewhat makeshift character. ” He passes .• 
over the ‘fact that. there eere l^porthnt cae under investigation 
-.at the 

6. The Mann AetVpasseditt 19lO t according to ; 

. hoee»thaljt gave the Bureau ofinyestigation its taste for cases . ;'y\ 

‘ that Miilfeia.: _ He omits ioeatioalag» !ioirever, that •••'. 
publiciaedOepartmenta^^^^ that the focus on 

Mann Act iavesttgatiohs shouid be strictly; en cases involving 
00i^^ interstate trahSporta t ton fer immoral purposes. 

howenthal # not looking at the full piature of the liana' Act ■ ; , ,7 ;7 ^7 
‘cases, during Hr* Hoover 4 s direct ion of the PBI,omits discussion : 

' oft; > ■ 7 : 77'7 . ■ ' ; ;V7;;;7 '■ - : 7 ' . 

;;;.. : 7\7; 7 ■ charges that thel94o arrests of 

individuals in Detroit and Milwaukee tor alleged criminal 
action ■ in ’ recruiting for Spanish Civil.' ; War : .service -raised doubts ; •; ■;* 
that the BBl was successful in indoctrinati^ its agents.;. in. the- /.;/', 
■;^tr^'^*nin^ and- purpose oftbe Constitution and the Bill of ■ 
Right.e.? r ^ ate also 'Claims; that; Attorney. Qenerai Robert EL 
Jackson* s investigat or reported that*®! Agents had engaged in 
aioAdbca^g, jbi>' ' .'-o 

' contfUdicteMfy fd .the. 'actual statement General : ■ 

, Jackson and his aidewftieh ' exonerated theFBI Agents of illegal- • ■■■ 
methods of arrest and questioning ..in the above matter . 

. : • 77 ■ 7- 7:77, . 7 /;- r -7- : 7 22 - : 77;;; 77-.; '.' ■ ; ' 




While howentha I * s book presents much documentation, 
sources used actually disprove tke poitit& m<3* by hi** f orthey ;■ 
'are gej^rally tafceaout of-- context* : it appears* iheref ore* 
that the long listingof sources is designed not to encourage 
the reader to read those iwiterialsi but to iepresg the retder / 
that r'*»oife '■ • 



■ '..r'v ' CHAPTER SgmmtEN^ -Yhe gBI According .6^^ v~ '.v 

FBI presented by Fred s-- - 
.} J* Cook in his hook, "The FBI Nobody Knots*" >. V 

. r 0t ■ jCo«&*e'^ -Soever and the v 

IBX cones from secondary sources, including I^oeenthal’s book 
which Cook claims ,l ea«' not factually discredited in any* reBpect u 
■ : :ekeApid&^ ;{V : ; : - v /, .. K 

. v \ ^ 4S.; V €^p*afe * s opinion that Congressmen were enraged by ' 

Attorney (kmeralBonaparte’sereatlonof the Bureau of 
. Investigation in 1908 * makes Bonaparte • a villain . - By contrast *, • 

, Bonaparte actually fought political corruption and could not 
.he bribed or intlaidatedby the "trusts"then attempting to ^ 
extend their econwnic control*— a cause to which Cook himself 

has, add^ 

3* , Cook reii^s also on former Special Agent Jack - - 

bovine* depicting hiaashaving an "ali«Americah--hoy look" . 
and p; successfull'Bl career- before res igning . ' Needless to say*. ■ ■ ;■ 
■ numerous facts- in ■ thepublic domain have been omitted by Cook* 
for they contradi^ his view* of i*evina and the IBI* 

■ -.dt* ■: litA^ campaign attacking Mr * Hoover* ' 

offered ■ information oh FBI activitiesin organised crime* - b; 

: ■’ . ■ ' 1 i--- i. 1.-:; ■. . • 




civil rights* and infiltration of theCoramunist Party, USA, to 
various (toveroment ofiicialswho* l^vine improporly surmised, ' ■ 
bad not boen advised of sucU aiatters bythe FBI. 

.5,;', Cook atone: ^o|«t. ■ l>6n : - . 

of Story , ’• as an **BI apologist, baterin hisown 

book, Cook grants Whitebead more authority than be possessed 
In quoting frdm Wbitehead as a person having "access" to HBI 
■files, ' ' ’ -.i.'-v.',.' -W ' . 'Mr. t- : - -v v : - 7:.v \ 

' ■; ,■ discusses, As did tcwenthal, the arrests 

of recruiters for the Spanish Civil War inl940* To buttress 
his aati*-l , BI bias in this case. Cook uses the anti-FBI remarks 
of Senator George W, Norris whose views of the arrests were 
admittedly \ baked, upon an editorial in an issue of "The Kern 
Republic” in 1940 which ’ was notfiileged by the'Senatbrto contain 
•'facts" .known to him personally. . : : v ' ■ ’ 

■ ;T.. ■■ Cook claims that official Washington is intimidated 

by Mr *; _■ .'Slii'’ ^bAtsla the publisher of * 

the "New York Post" had found that "seme -of. 'the’ most distinguished 
figures on the Hillsimply will not be quoted on the subject - 
of Hoover," in addition. Cook, through quotes from unnamed liberal 
Congressmen who express fear of Hr, Hoover, attempts to make 
Ur, Hoover responsible for an atmosphere of .conformity, it 
Can be Said that the unnamed Congressmen seem to be 'feeble'' \ 

. carriers of the liberal tradition if: -they rare afraid to express 
. their:. views* ? r-w:'-. 




CHAPTgR Turner Story*~ref utes 

-. ' licw^'li'cii&cisias ■ by former SpecialAgent 

Former Special Agent WilliaiaW. Thirnervrotean 
■ -^gi^iiiWrof Harch, 1964, entitled "The FBI . 

Could Nave Saved President Kennedy’stife* " ■ The article' claims 
that Turner’s iaguiry into, theassassinatdon showed that the FBI 
hadincludedOswaldls name ona ‘’risk list" that was given to 
Secrei ^rvice sojaewhat reluctantly due to FBI jealousy©! the 
■.Secret Service* Actually, evidence shows there was nosuch list* 

. 2. Turner claims in : this article that aBallas FBI ' ■ 
Agent jtad interviewed Oswald ten days beforethe assassination f 
contrary to latertestimony in theWarren Commission inquiry 
'that determined Oswald had not been interviewed bytfceFBi 
after his returnfrom Mexicoinearly October, 1963. 

V> 3* Tiarner concluded in 1964 from his inquiry that 

Oswald was the lone assassin vithnoplot involved* In 1907, 
he changed 'his , opinion by advocating a conspiracy thesis in ' w; 
several ’’Ramparts" nagamine articles* theplot allegedly designed 
• to -prevent’ : a detentewith Cuba Which President ■ Kennedy was " ■' 
supposedly planning*. -'V ■. ; . 

• 4. tn an Particle: in- "The Nation";'©!? November 3, 1965, 



entitled "Crime .Is -TO©; -Big- for theFBI," Tujrner falsely alleges 
that the jPBl avoids ceaaing to grips with organised crime and has 
; "pet orimes"**“bahk robberies , kidnappings, and car thefts^-in ■ 
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Which Such erimes,\ Turner wrongly asserts, . 

- are mostly ''f^ieurish" capers easily Investigated . to t -V 

.yl/ %'. v - ■ V’V." ,/ V/ • :' v : ,\ 

V contemptuous ot ;- ilHaV WB* *«.; ^Wtip, 

gangs in the 1930s, charging that Agents indulgedin reckless .- 
. gunfire * ' This charge recalls - a statement wide by Senator 
lCenneth I^cK;ellar ltt the l93'3 , Senate AppropH^tloasCozmittee 
' hearings thah'.he;e$w -ho 'excuse'’ for;s© ; mucV by FBI \ 

Agents la gangster Investigations , The then Senator Harry 
• Truman ashed atthatpoint, "Hew* would ycm catch them, Senator, 

. if : they : .;eo«(B»enced.' : ^^ 

^^ecj^ding'to Turner, Mr. Hoover would not cooperate 
:>WltJ*> ; a speclal ^stice Department groupon org*ni*ederi»e 4n '; : \ ' 

• : the late 1950s. ; The ' group was actually satisfied with;- FBI help . ; 

atffiiwt*'; but later wanted a Kubatantial nuaber of FBI Agents 
■' assigned to it. Mr, Hoover turned down-, the re^uest to avoid 
making the FBI an agent-lending bureau. 

7. Turner also cliargee that theFBI had authorityfor 
; a massive campaign againstorganimed criae but was "legalistic'* 
in saying it had little Jurisdiction in such patters * While - 
.-listing' several -laws available to tight organised criB», Turner : 

-. forgot to mention that - the. more significant of thoselavs were 
notenacted while he was with the FBI and that Robert F. Kennedy, ■ 
white Attorney General, stated ' that" the Iawspasaed in 1961. ’ ; . 

■ and 1969 gave the FBI jurisdiction" "tor the first time* to 

- invest igate large-scale -■ gambling, the - primary source of . 'Wealth 
for'-thC- criminal syndicates. Since the passage of those laws , 

' ':v: ■ v ' J 26 - x ; : v ; v 





the FBI has been increasinglysuccessful in bringing hoodlums 
to justice. . ; v 

8. Documents related to Turner’s discharge from the 
FBI and his later attempts to gain reinstatement are dis- 
cussed in some detail from court records. Turner *s basis for 
demandlngre-employmentintheFBi is his claim of immunity 
from FBI action resulting from his efforts to discredit 
Jlr* Hoover and the FBI — and not a claim that the accusatory 
statements he made were true . 

CHAPTER NiNETEEN^ -Yhe Exploitative Adulators-- 
proBes the n far right" in its selective 
support of Hr. Hoover hnd the FBI. 

' 1/ Several elements o^ the ’*far rights” such Jas the 
United Elans of America ; and the National States Rights Party, 
have preparedanti-FBI propaganda no less virulent than that 
of the communist left . For example, the National States 
Eights Party labelled three FBI informants in the 1964 
Mississippi civil rights workers murder case as ’’lying paid 
pimps.” V- - 7, 

2. Other less extreme groups of the ”far right” 
praiso Mr* Hoover and quote him extensively* but in a way that 
seeks to justify their own views. For instance, the Church 
League of America > tried to dissociate Mr . Hoover from Assistant 
Director ff. C. Sullivan's speeches in the early 1960s which 

27'.*#,. . y\; . v '- V:. ; 



denied "an extensive and substantial inf iltration : of the 
American clergy ” by ^ communists* The League triedtoshow 
that these speeches contradicted Mr. Hoover , Another group 
explained tha t Mr. Hoover was pressured by the Kennedy 
Administration to have the speeches made. 

3, ' The ’’far right”, quotes Mr. Hoover often, but it 

also ignores his statements that are unpala tabid to them*— such 
as his statements to the Warren Commission that the ’’extreme 
right is just as much a danger to this country as is the extreme 
left , " and tha t he found no evidence of any foreign or domes t ic 
conspiracy 'Vthat culminated in the assassination of President 
Kennedy." . 7' 

4. The anticommunism of the "far right" and Mr. Hoover 
are not cut from the, same cloth, for Mr . Hoover is committed 

to liberty under law. He shows no obsession with the "communist 
menace” as do the "far rightists" who even see a communist plot 
in the enactment of gun control measures • Communist domination 
.of major organized groups . in the civil rights field is alleged 
despite Mr. Hoover *s publicized disc iaimers that the legitimate 
groups have by and large warded off communist efforts at 
-.penetration. - 7-7 



PART TV 



■ PARTIV~ ~lfaftnlshed Business — concerns the unwarranted 
criticisa-ef the FBI in the fields ofcivil nights and organised 
'cri«e. inirsntigntiohs,’ 



CHAPTER TWENTT~ ~One Federal Suit— discusses an 
J^^twestCgaied casein which the Department ■■ 
of Justice successfully sought an injunction to 
'•V prevent the harassing of Negroes and civil 
'/■;\;,.nigh.ts workers in Bogalusa, Louisiana. 

1 . '.The, FBI provided extensive evidencefor the 

Department of Justice in cenxiection with tha Departments 

civil suit in 1965 seeking an injunction against the Original 

Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, the Antl-Cowsunist Christian .. , . 

Association, and 38 individuals in and around Bogalusa, - 

Louisiana . The suit sought to prevent the* fro* interfering ' 

■with. persctts : seeking' to exercise rights guaranteed under the 

Constitution. . 

g.The evidence against the defendants was so over- 

w he lsaing that thedefense admitted what : mns witnesses would 7 . 

have been called toprove in order to reduce the revelation of 

numerous assaults and acts of intimidation and : harassnent> A 

three -judge panel iuFederal Court granted the injunction in 

Bewsifc^ 'i"-- , v ; 

v 3* TheFBI*s task of .gathering evidence to -use in' ' 

court against a Klan defendant ' calls ,for ingenuity, courage, '-and 

patience as shown in the Bogalusa trial through 'revelation 7 of v \ : 
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:: |il!*#*-' : . BMnabers trout serving:-' 

ftfi FBI .\ ; ' , : ; 

■'■ C!HAP» KKK—is concerned ' 

' tbWVjnfti** everts to investigate the 
Ku Klux Klan and to develop informants within 

iprottjp^ V;..: •■'■ * V.'; .'.V . - /p;; -V'-' -’ • v 

■ > beeoinvolved in investigationot '' 

Klan activities since 1021 and was investigating 14 Rian*- type 
organisations 100 years after : ih# toettding^^^^ in 1805. 

'‘V2*’ V :T^: Klan groups attempt to create a public image . ■ 

■' of patriotism, dedication to Christian principles, and ardent : • ■. 
antic<*M*unis*as a ”re8peotable 0 cover for the terror and ' 
violence’ of hard-core members, 

. 3. The impulse killing of Laawel Penn, the Washington, 

i>* c«, Negro educator, ’in 1064 in Georgia points to the fact 
. that FBI informant sare unable to give advance 'earning of 
violence;: when, Kla»»type : individuals'; follow ^’iigmlse' ; rather 'than' '■ 
plan«f.,-' The .suspects ia the Penn ease' were' arrested by the 'FBI v 
.and with evidence' collected were turned over to state authorities •' ■ 
for sairder charges . Acquitted of the murder charges, several' 
of the suspects were later convicted; In Federal court of 
'conspiring’" to - deprive a: cltlsen of . his •■civil ..and . constitutional :~ 

' rights* ; v " : 

. 4 , ;The: 'char of 'the .’’New Yorfc ; 

Post” • . that . the FBI ' has" shown neither the, - will nor capacity ■ to ' 
cepe with .anti-Negro: violence; in' the South is ill-founded since; 



the FBI has identifiedandarrestefinuiserous suspects in 
anti- civil-rights violence and has been praised in the past 
by such groups asthe NMCPfor itsinvestigations in such 
natters. . ; . ; C , ; 

m&mm Law and Civil -j 

RiKhts-oon.iaers th* federal statutes under 
' which theFBI operates in the civil rights field. 

l.Statuteaunder which the FBI investigates in the 
Civil rights field are in two categories i (1) older criminal 
statutes surviving iron the Reconstruct ion Era, includinig 
'Sections. and ^1 :of ; ;| ( itle ;; ia # u.s. Code, and (2) 
the Civil Rights A 1965, and 1968 which 

"are boih^ -civil ki';. : 

Section 241ofTitle 18, U . S . Code , forbids a - 
; conspiracy by two or more persons todeprive a. citiaen of ■ _ 

' constitutional and-: ' legal rights . The Supreme Court has for 
■ alnostak century been ruling as to specific rlghts involved 
-and no# there is ustmllyaprecedent when the department of 
' Justice orders - the FBI ■ to investigate an . alleged infringement 
of rights or to ■arrest a Huspeot under Section 241. ./ ; 

is limited to citisens, not aliens, and as a conspiracyatatute , 
.is- 'Useless when the threat “to civil libertyeomes fromthe 
action of one person alone* ; 

v :: r 3*y:'2ectidh;242 ^ 

Willfully depriving the rights of persons under color of law., 







statute, ordinance, regulation, or custom and is commonly called 
.the police-brutality statute, '■ 

4. Section 371 of Titlel8, U.S. Code, is thegeneral 
conspiracy statute aimed at reaching persons willfully encouraging 
and helping the commission of any federal crime and is used in . 
conjunctionwithboth Sections 241 and 242, 

5, Therewasabrocdattack on theFBI’s use of Section 

242 in the early 1950s. Mr, Hoover* in a letter in "TheNew 
York Ttmes n of August 26, 1953, replied to the then Governors 
.Fin^^'Battie,-'.^ of Pennsylvnnia,Virginia, and Hew 

Yorkrespectively by stating that Section 242 was still the law , 
of the land and that theAttorneyGeneral had the duty to set 
policy for the .IBX to investigate alleged violations of laws 
enacted byCongress. ; ; : 

i ' • 6. In a decision In theeaseof the three civil 
rights workers killed in Kississippi in 1964 , which the FBI 
solved, the Supreme Court in 1966 held that private persons 
•: Vibin^ly .engaged with state'. officials!*;, ; in' a- violation of. 

Section 242 are acting under ■^co'^r- ; >^/-law f j’ for the purposes of 
the statute. ,■ ■ ■' V 

7. The Civil Rights Acts of 1957, I960, 1964, 1965* 
and 1968 deal primarily with the area of civil law and are aimed 
at protecting and promoting the exercise and enjoyment of civil 
rights and basic opportunities in various fields, including local 
and national elections, housing, entertainment, education, and 



I 




net®, to share investigative know-how, and to discuss nob ' 
control. y ; ;‘ 

'■'3. ' "Civil right® casesare hard to prosecute because 
of the Units of Federal law and because of theverdicts often 
given by Juries with no seeming relation tothe evidence 
presented. The result® of FBI investigations and Federal 
prosecutions cannot be raeasured solely by convictions, for 
instance, following vigorous FBI investigations in lynching 
cases in the 1940s, the number oflynchings declined. Also, . 
each conviction under the police brutality statute— Section 
243 of Title 18, 9.5. Code—has been alever to end practices 
inimical to due process. 

• 4 . ; la 1961, the fBI, at the instruction of the 

Department of Justice, conducteda survey in 294 cities in 17 
states regarding segregatlon practices in interstate bus 
facilities. The evidence was used by the Department to gain an 
Interstate Commerce Coramissionruliag to end such segregation. 

5; In 1961 and 1962* the VBt Investigated a|lleg^ 
of racial discrimination in voting in more than 100 counties. 
The, Department of Justice used the data collected in filing 30 
suits in five states, one former Departimmiit official has noted 
that the mere starting of an FBI investigation frequently 
brings compliance with laws providing equal rights for ftegroes . 

0. James A. Wecheler,in alleging thatthe PBI has 
been a failurein thecivil right sfield, has quoted frowfour 



religion » The 1968 Act hue sections of both criminal and civil 
law, several forbidding .interstate travel to aid, incite, or 
participate in rioting and to teach the manufacture or nee : 
offirearms and explosives to foment civil disorders. 

$y ifbile the FBI assignments in the civil rights 
field are broader than in 1957, in no /statute is there any 
authority for the FBI. to protect individuals and civil rights 
workers aS.:is/oiten'dk^ / 

chapter Tmrrt^mm^ The fbi and civil 
V'. feights^relates ' to FBI ’handling'' or com- ' 

; ;■ .plaints, in civil -'rights 'matters, . ; - , 

1* FBI ^ procedure after the ^ receipt of a civil rights 
complaint in police brutality cases is tomake apreliminary 
Investigation and refer the matter to the department of Justice 
for consideration as to further action. Other complaints in the 
civil rights field are referred to the Department of Justice 
which decides whether or not Federal prosecution is justified 
and, if so* the IBI is then lnstructedto Investigate to 
'collect -evidence; - .///"/' 

hassoughtgood working relations with/’ 
local officers interested in doing a responsible job in the 
civil rights field and has furnished such officers information 
from informants that has helped identify perpetrators of non** 
Federal crimes# In addition, the FBI has participated m many 
police training schools, providing instruction to clarify 
elements and constitutional significance of the civil rights 




paragraphs of a 1847 report of President Truman's Committee- on - 
Civil lights. His presentation of the quotes would indicate 
th* FBI had been singled out for /criticism for inadequate ■ ' - 

performncein civil rightsmattors at that tij**. Actually, '- 
'■ the |Niragra|^ -are' drain. *■ section'; of /the report containing 
broad ' recqemtendat ions ' for improvement of Federal civil ' rights ; 
enforcement machinery, for the Canaaitte® round perfection at ; 
no . point ' in that - machinery. : Wechslef also * omitted mentioning 
the Committee's praise for the FBI, United States Attorneys , , 
and- the Civil RightsSection of the Department of Justice in ' 
handling civil rights aatters. The record shows that, despite 
Wechsler's attempt to claim otherwise, the FBI has been act ive 
and successful' in its civil rights loves ti gat ions. 



CHAPTER TWEhTY-FOPR» ~The what and HOW Of ■ 

v CrganiKed Criee—ciiscuseea ' organised - crime : 

/ and -the effectiveness- of ' the PBI, in fighting' 

: it. . ■, V-.-.-''-.. ■ V/ T . ; , . . . - ' . .. ' / 

:.'i* . OrganfJBed--’cri»e , s accumulation' of; wealth enables. / 
it to purchase power by corrupting officiais. Its primary source 
of funds is gambling, followed by loan-sharking. Becoming more 
important As . its ' source ■ of wealth ■ is Its infiltration ' of 
legitimate business.. ;V. ' . 

-2. t* Cosa Nostra , which dominates organised crime, 
uses murder to eliminate those it cannot control. With a 
membership of about 5,000, it is divided into 24 "faartlies" 
throughout the country. 

35 - • '--V': • . ' 
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3. ' ‘ To . combat organised crime, ■ law enforcement needs 
to peneirate-a' shroud of secrecy. The FBI for several decades • 
has collected "inside” data forits own use and for dissemination 
to aid local and national law enforcement agencies. The 
President *s Commission on law Enforcement and the Administration 
of Justice s^id in 1967 thatthefDI alone had been able to 
"document fully the national scope’Vof la Cosa Nostra groups. 

This assesAMieai contradicts the claims of Fred J, Cook and 
f oraer Special Agent Turner that Mr • Hoover and the FBI have 
been unwilling and unable to penetrate and come to grips with 
the underworld. Turner also goes so far as to imply that 
Mr, Hoover himself may havebeen under the influence of organised 
crime forces.*/' U 

' , CHAPTER TwsNTY^riVM *~gle»eetg of aCounter- 

off east Ve^strA the cases' of several 

■ high-ranking criminals in ba Cosa Nostra ■ 

-. \ in which the FBI investigated and collected 

evidence for- the' convictions, . 

. . 1, Despite the problems of obtaining' .-witnesses to : 

testify* convictions of high-echelon hoodlum® in organized crime. : : 
are increasing, In cases investigated by : the 'FBI in whole or 
in part * 281 convictions of organised crime figures were secured 
in fiscal'year ID68. 

2, The convictions of such hoodlumshave consequences 
that adversely affect organiaod crime. These. include; 'the creation 

■- '■ ' '**: s --af€i : ' ' iv- ' ‘ v-’; . 'V;'- : 




of fear of prosecution among other hoodlums, the cloning of 
Income sources ^and a struggle for leadership Involving gang f 
warfare. ' 

■; 3, The elements of an eff active counteroffensive 
againstorganimed crimeinolude Federal laws that reach , 
into various aspects of the crime group operations ; improvement 
of local pollce forces to be more competent and loss corruptible ; 
the concern of citizens at the grass roots ; and a body at the 
federal level— the Organized Crime and Racks tee ring Section 
of the Department of Justice— to aid interagency collaboration* 

4. Anti-FBI propagandists, particularly former 
Special Agent Turner and Fred J* Cook * claim that, while , 

Mr. Hoover has failed against organised crime* the Justice 
^ Departments SpecialGroupon Organized Crime of "the late 19$0« 
was necessary for a successful; attack on the crime syndicates. 
Twenty of those at the 1957 Apalachln, Hew York, hoodlum 
meeting were convicts under a federal conspiracy charge 
promulgated by the Special Group, a development applauded by 
Cook. The convictions, however* arere reversed on appeal— a 
fact admitted by Cook but without his indicating the reasons 
which certainly cast doixbt on the Special Group’s tactics* 

The court's decision of reversal castigated the Group’s 
approach as a travesty Upon due process, and onejudgesaid 
the prosecution should not have been initiated* This, of course* 
places Cook in the position of supporting. questionable procedures 
in fighting crime. 




CHAJ>TBR TWgNTY--81^ Tbe FBI and the Concerned 

eitisens* responsibilities to V. 
the FBI and closes with adiscussion of the 
Ijll*s part in ,tha- Faddfil ; : ©mployee security ., ;V 
investigations. ■ • 

1 . Ih our systemof government that .is committed to 
preserving a balance between heritage and heresy, the FBI performs 
a dual rule of gathering intelligence about forces threatening . 
eur society and of helping to bring toprosecution those forces 
which have violated laws in crossingthellae between legitimate 
dissent and lawbreaking* 

2* If our system of freedom under law isto be 
maintained/ citissens must not claim a epecial brivilege to .-'V 

■ bfelfc' the %m nor must the law be changed -except by duly 
provided means* In addition* the criminal must not be regarded 
as a hero or underdog* To help reduce crime, the public should 
also respond positively to suggestions that serve to lessen 
crime* such as locking the doors of parked cars* 

3* The public owes the F81—*and every other agency 
of our Government-in this time of irresponsible and calculated 
rtuw>r~mongering a refusal to repeat criticism until the charges 
are cheched as to accuracy* 

4. The FSI should be able to count on conanralty interest 
in police^iiaprovceaent programs that are needed to raise law 

■ enforcement -standards in :p»4r. ; lfation*' ' 

- g* ■ -In the Federal. - doverjuaeht applicant screening prode'es** * 
the .FBI- operates under a fixed policy that those who investigate ' 










mist not evaluate'* and no evidea©© lias been found ' -ttot ' 'the 

FBI departs from the policy established in two executive 

ovderr', \ ; ■ ' ■ 

■ ■ ' , 

6, There is n complaint that the FBI’s so-called • 
’’dossiers” on individuals are receptive to malicious false- 
hood. The FBI does take 'all types of Information, for how 
could, it select and reject information from citizens and 
agencies without substituting for investigation some "intuitive” 
method, to separate fact from falsehood. Also, FBI files must 

be confidential in order for it to remain a neutral recipient 
of data. •> 

7 , The Federal employee security program which was 
initiated after world war II was condemned by some as a 
gigantic "witch-hunt” used by Mr. Hoover in his "war” on 
liberals and dissenters, Morris Ernst, as counsel for the 
American Civil Liberties Union, checked out numerous complaints 
and concluded there was no convincing evidence to support the 
charges. Ernst, reporting on his findings in an article, 

'•’Why I Ho Longer Fear the FBI,” in the ’’Header’s Bfgest," 




December, 1950, notes that the FBI was being attached for 
conducting a "witch-hunt” by some, while others attacked it 
for not finding as many subversives as they thought it should. 
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BONARO W. OVERSTREET 
3409 FIDDLER S GREEN 
FALLS CHURCH. VIRGINIA 




I Mr. Tolson 

Mr. R^ 0ac ^"™~** 

M " "" 

Mr. Canahan ______ 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Folt ™ 

Mr. Gaie 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. SuMivan 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter 

Tele. Room i 



July 31, 1969 



Mm-n* A Ob 



Tee, i 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover •— 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

May I send for both 
of us our very warm thanks for the 
autographed copy of your ON COMMUNISM? 
We are pleased and proud to have it. 
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And since we do have it., 
we will give our own earlier copy to 
our local library. It is a great 
gathering place for students lh search 
of resource materials? so we trWfco- 
insure there being on the shelves\as 
many useful items as we can provides 



Sincerely, 
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TO 




DIRECTOR, FBI date: 

ATTENTION: RESEARCH-SATELLITE SECTION 

SAC, SALT LAKE CITY , 



".THE^FBI IN OUR OPEN SOCIETY" ... 
DIVISION 5 SUMMARY OF CAPTIONED BOOK 




The Salt Lake City Division has already had i 
two occasions to utilize the .summary of the Y)verstreet/s 1 
book prepared by the Research-Satellite Section, and found 
it to be exceedingly well prepared and most useful. The 
brief but very much to-the-point arguments as set^ forth 
with regard to each of the controversial points concerned 
make the summary exceptionally adaptable to preparing 
material for speeches designed to show the falsity of 
allegations by certain of the Bureau's detractors. 



JDhe summary will undoubtedly be useful in the 
future in preparing material for public appearances and 
in answering questions in connection with these appearances. 




DNBEC COPY filed; Iff 7 







September 23, 1868 



Honorable John O. Marsh, Jr. 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 
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My dear Congressman: 

Thank you for your comments in the Septem- 
ber 19th issue of the Congresi^^al Record regardin^our 
operations as descriSedf^'fl^ Overstreet/ ' book . ^Th^^BI 
inQ ur Open Society. " As you indicated, it is a forthright ■ 
and factual portrayal of the FBI's activities, and I am 
grateful to you for bringing this work to the attention of 



your colleagues. 



Sincerely yours, 
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Tolson 

DeLoach _ 

Mohr 

Bishop 

Casper 

Callahan _ 

Conrad 

Felt 

Gale 

Rosen 

Sullivan _ 

Tavel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room 
Holmes ___ 
Gandy 
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SEP28 1969 

COMM-FBI 

1 - Richmond 



X Edgar Hoover'’ 









NOTE: We have had previous cordial relations With Congressman Marsh. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ~ Extensions of Remirks 



THE FBI IN OUR OPEN SdCIETT !. 

HON. JOHN 0. MARSH, JR. 

OF VIRGINIA ■! 

IN THE HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES j 
Friday , September 19, 1969 

Mr. MARSH. Mr. Speaker, there was 
recently published by the W. W. Norton 
& Company, Inc., the book entitled "The : 
FBI In Our Open Society” by Harry and ' 
Bonaro Overstreet, which I think is 
worthy of mention to members. ; 

In their book, "T he FBI in Our Open 
Society,” Harry and Bonaro Overstreet, ‘ 
present a careful and well-documented 
study of the Federal Bureau of Invest !- 1 
Ration, H aving become interested In the ■ 
work of this investigative and law-en- 
forcement agency and having heard tales 
of its so-called interference with the 
processes expected in a free society, the 
Overstreets set about studying the facts 
behind the establishment and operation 
of this organization. And what they have i 
found is presented here In an objective 
and highly informative portrayal of the ! 
Bureau and its work. 

The book tells the story of th e FBI — its . 
founding and the reason behind its ex- 
istence; its relation to the Secret Service, 
the Central Intelligence Agency, and the 
Justice Department; and its work on the 
" American scene, especially with regard . 
to the movements of communism and 
civil rights. Throughout there is an acute 
awareness of the problems involved in a 
free society where each individual is 
granted certain fundamental rights un- j 
der the Constitution. The place of an 
enforcement agency which must protect 
the rights of its citizens, but must also 
assure the national security of the coun- 
try becomes a highly delicate one of care- ! 
Mly drawing the Bine between the needs I 
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of its double Jurisdiction. The Overstreets 
do not gloss over this difficulty. It is a 
very present factor Ixi their presentation. 
But because they readily admit the prob- 
lems to be faced, they are also able to 
show how unfair much of the criticism 
leveled against t he FBI an d its Director. 

J~ Edgar Hopypr . has been. 

The Overstreets also point out how 
Hopver*a p ersonal direction of the FBf ( 
has been to avoid bringing ever increas- 
J Ing ar^ts of Jurisdiction under its au- 
thority. They answer criticism of the 
- agency by pointing out how ambiguous 
this criticism has been. While theJEBl. 
has been denigrated, for instance, for its 
failure to protect the lives of civil rights 
. workers. It is likewise criticized for the | 
extent of its authority. The two are in- | 
compatible. The one implies that th e FBI, j 
should increase its jurisdiction into the | 
area reserved to State and local law en- j 
1 forcement officials while the other asks 
for a decrease in the areas over which 
t he FBI ex ercises its power. 

1 Most importantly, llltt buuk shows how 
thp fbi is limited to areas in which Fed- 
eral statutes have been enacted, lue 
agency operates in the fields of iiitelli- : 
gence and of law enforcement where |j 
Federal legislation has been passed— and, !; 
as such, the Overstreets show how very j 
well the Bureau has stayed within its all- !i 
thorlty. They summarize the essence! of [J 
the complexity of the situation in the 
concluding paragraph of the book: !: j 

J The work of tH e FBI la far less melodra- j, 
. matic than it is often made to appear and I 
j far more quietly dramatic than Is commonly I 
j realized. The drama stems from its relation- 
ship of freedoms enterprise. < 1 ; / 

L This book is an especially valuable ref - 
Jj erence for one who wishes to trace the 
history of theJj£Land its performance 
and record In the highly sensitive area 
relating to civil liberties. To those who 
: are concerned about: this aspect of the i i 
Bureau's operation, it should be re&ssur-l | 
ing* . ' ’ ;• i 

' To the serious reader, or student^ who/ 
wants to learn more of the operation, of| j 
, this highly effective and valuable Amer-fl { 
teat} agency, the book is a valuable! J 
source. / * 1 i 










Your letter, with enclosure, was received on 

October 23rd. 
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While I wish to be of assistance to you, I am 
unable to comment with respect to your specific inquiries since 
information in our files must be maintained as confidential in 
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. 

Harry and Bonaro r Overstreet are authors of "The FBI in Our 
Open Society," which is an accurate portrayal of some of the 
operations of this Bureau. Over the years the FBI has enjoyed 
cordial relations with the Overstreets. 



Although it is not possible to send you material on 
a continuing basis, I am enclosing some literature which I trust 
will be of interest to you* 



Your enclosure is being returned as requested. 




Sincerely yours, . 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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Enclosures (4) 

An Analysis of the New Left: A Gospel of Nihilism 
Director's Testimony 4/17/69 re Organized Crime 
Director's Testimony 4/17/69 re Communist, Racial and Extremist Groups 
NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 

Bu. Confid. Return Address used on /address label. 
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October 1969 



Director John Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. «i 



Dear Sir: 



HER EitT ?S c’w™ Isii R ED 
...DATE s-ai-gC BYseifl 



I know you are very an 






oing a tremendous job to protec 



the security ©f - ©ur natiopGi'rom those who choose to be our enemies 
from within and outside the continental boundaries of the United 
State of America, but i would appreciate a service fnsDm you on 
information on whether or not the author of " The strange tactics of 
Extremism" - Harry Overstreet" is a pa.stshegidtered Communist with the 
government or is there sufficient eveidence that he he is a member 
of the Communist j?arty in the United States* 



My reason for asking is this; I am a member of the Herb Philbrick 

jVMTI^COMFiUNIST CONGRESS ” and in a recent discussion with a local 

' se ed 

liberal past'or who church is a member of NCC, I mention that he 

did not act in' the best interest of his congregation when he 

recommended that his members read the book " The strange tactics of 

extremism" and they will learn more bbout the right- wingers. 

I rnention e $hat' the author had been publicised as being a member of 



known and registered communist organ j 
You can't prove it- you can’t prove lV.' rivoffd 'him that - if --l^did 



You can’t prove it- you can’t prove it* Tpold him that if r^did 

E^^rove it,' would he evaluate his opinion of this man and advise 

PltSlWi . „ flB'NOV 13 1969 

his congregation not to read such public a&iens . He said, u e would, 



in 



§r\3\b ut the facts would have to be official and not heresav' or^that h.e 

t n r u • ■ ; * 

\ tfX lm member 0f fringe area organizations of the new left. Will you help 
me Sir. 





Telephone £202) 638-6010 



UNITED STATES ANTI-COMMUNIST CONGRESS, Inc. 

1221 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE. NORTHWEST WASHINGTON D.C. 20005 

•RESPONSIBLE ANTI - COMMUNISM* 









July 8, 1969 



Twin, Pa. 15642 



Dear 



HFPP^?cfe '?? STAINED 

HEREI,, b or&LASSIFiED 

DATLa^i^i^BY S^arxIcoC 

<2<i5 HOSL 



Enclosed you will find the latest edition of the 



Washington Intelligence Report, a sample copy of the 
Congressional Record, and your membership card. 



Sincerely Yours , 



v • /■ 



lational Director 




Dear Sir: Here is the proof of what I have said is true* 

I would like this returned as is Sir* Thank you. 



Special note: I have taken a job as a free lance reporter with ^ 

si/ ■ ■ 1. I 

a news paper' that covers alocal area of over 50»000 people and if you^ 






have press releases that can help our people to help themselves pleas 
place me on the mailing list to receive these publications and x : 
promise that the people will receive them. J f- ^ - t f7 fl 

y/ \ ENCLOSURE C 0 --14^74* ~~ 

C onf iyept ial .1 reques t your ..confidence' and pleas e njo£.e wh.at vou 
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TO 



FROM 



SUBJECT: 



Mr. Bishoj 



30## 




1 . 



DATE: 2/26/70 



BI IN OUR OPENSOCIETY” 



& <j eA 



BY HARRY AND BONARCTOVERSTREE T 



I 



Yesterday your office receivejd a call from[ 

which is most favorable in its treatment of the FBI 




W. W. Norton and Company, publisher o f the above-me ntioned 

Jstated . 




book, 

that his company was over stocked on this particular book, which originally 
sold for $6. 95, and he wondered whether the FBI Recreation Association or 
the J. Edgar Hoover Foundation would be interested in 17,000 copies of this 
book at $1.00 per copy.| |recalled that the FBI Recreation Association 

and the J. Edgar Hoover Foundation had each purchased copies of the book in 
the past. 

was thanked for his call and, while no encouragement 



was given to him, he was told tha t he would bee ailed back concerning this 
matter (area code 212 1 t n New York City). 



'-'T~ 



At the present time the Bureau’s Library has an ample supply 
particular book. No additional copies are needed in the foreseeable 
future . While this would be a good bargain if the books were needed, it is not 
that additional copies should be purchased at this time for sale to Bureau, 



cSco*"! 
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<0 employees through the FBI Recreation Association. 

CO 

£ RECOMMENDATION : 




That 



]be called back, thanked for his most generous 



offer and told that additional copies of the book are not needed at this time by 
either the FBI Recreation Association or the J. Edgar Hoover Foundation. 






DeLoach 

- Mr. Mohr 

- Mr. Bishop 

- Mr. Callahan 

- Miss Gandy 

- M. A. Jones 

- Mr. Sullivan 
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Suggest the JEH Foundatio n purchase 
2500 additional cc 

"A €!/&$/■ ■ A Afh 






arford Junior College 

401 Thomas Ru n Road 
Bel. Air, Maryland 21014 
Phone* 301 -734-7171 




Mr. Tolson__X 

Mi*. DeLoach 

Mr^Vml ters 





Mr. Callahan.. 
Mr. Conrad— 

| Mr. Felt. 

| Mr. Gale 

| Mr. Rosen 

| Mr. Sullivan_ 
Mr. Tavel 



Harford Junior College Libra|^‘ ele> "ZomlT^ 
21, 1970 I Miss Holmeg-_ 

| Miss 'Gand&lJ 



The J. Edgar Hoover Commission 
Washington, D. C. 

Bear Sir: 

V 



y €/W^SS TA&e' 



I wish to acknowledge with grateful appreciation the gift copy 



of Overstreet , 1&0L FBI in Our Open Society recently received by 
| Harford Junior College Library* It will be made available to the 
college community as soon as processed for circulation. 






I 



v/ 

r 






Ju ^5 1970 



Sincerely yours., 




Head Librarian 



/oc 



€Z2' 






KNOIR COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

KINSTON, NORTH CAROLINA 28501 



OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 




.0 







i 





Mr. Callahan . 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Felt 

Mr. Gale 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Sullivan _ 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Soya rs 

Tele. Room . 
Miss Holmes 




The J. Edgar Hoover Foundation 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen : 

Thank you for sending me the copy of The FBI 
in Our Open Society by the Overstreets. I look 
forward to reading this book and shall place it in 
our college library when I finish. 



Sincerely, 






// </■ 
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krimn .JWtiarg flAlcgi 

BARNESVILLE, GEORGIA 



June 8, 1970 



The J. Edgar Hoover Foundation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sirs: 




Mi 
ML 

Mr. Gosper 

Mr. Callahan 

J Mr. Conrad. 

Mr. Felt 

Mr. Gale 

Mr. Rosen 

[ Mr. Sullivan 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Soyars 

j Tele. Room 

1 Miss Holmes- 
Miss Gandyi 




h is to acknowledge and to express our appreciation for the ^ 
3oolT^6y \| Qverstreet , The FBI in our open society , which you recently 
sent to our library* 



This book will, I am sure, prove of great interest and great 
worth to our students. It is already available to them. 



gift. 



We appreciate your interest in our school as indicated by your 



Sincerely, 



a 




Augusta. Jjam bdin Library 
Gordon Military College 
BarnesvilTe, Georgia 30204 




be 

b7C 








-Jf GUILFORD TECHWICAL INSTITUTE]^ um. 

'“““ Mr. Deloach- 



JAMESTOWN, NORTH CAROLINA 27282 



June 12, 1970 



I * 

Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Felt 

Mr. Gale 

^ Mr. Rosen 

t Mr. Sullivan 

I Mr. Tavel 

I Mr. Soyars 

I Tele, Room 

t Holmes 

] Miss Gan^v_Jbd 



The J. Edgar Hoover Foundation 
Washington, D. C. 

t 

Dear Sirs: 

With great appreciation the Guilford Technical Institute Library! 
acknowledges the receipt of The FBI in Our Open Society b y HarryJ 
and Bonaro Overstreet. This book is a welcome addition to our\^ 
library. * 



Thank you for ypur consideration. 




. lCC 

a*® 






»S 



cc: Dr. Luther Medlin 
President, GTI 



Sincerely yours. 













JUN JS'1970 




2 3 1970 




Phone: Greensboro 292-1101 / High Point 454-1126 




SUBJEC1 



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



Mr. Bishop 



6/11/70 



I'THE FBI IN OUR OPEN SOCIETY” BY HARRY AND_BONARQ_ 
OVERSTREET , PUBLISHED BY W. W. NORTON & COMPANY, 
INC., NEW YORK, NEW YORK 



A 



Tolson 

DeLoach . 

Callahan . 



Tavel 

Soyars 

Tele. Room _ 

„ Holmes 

Gondy 



When 'The FBI In Our Open Society” by Harry and Bonaro 
Overstreet was first published, the Bureau Library, through the 
FBI Recreation Association, ordered what we felt to be an adequate 
supply for sale to Bureau employees at the reduced price of $3.75 
(per copy. While the book sold quite well for several weeks, the 
sales have tapered off, and this seems to be due to the fact that the , 
publisher was overstocked and has been selling the book through book 
^stores for $1.00 per copy or even less. 



o w 

. co *•-< 

lyogi ^ 



kJ As a result of the diminishing shies, the Bureau Library has 

approximately 1,000 copies of the book on hand. Rather than hold 
^ these books indefinitely and run the risk of our supply becoming 
3 cacompletely worthless, it is felt we should reduce the price to $1. 00 
^Owper copy and so notify the SACs and Bureau officials by routing slip 
!7r^ht this time. 



Mr. Joseph A. Sizoo, President of the FBIRA, is in agreement 
M-^with this proposal 

^ jt jt 

h! ^^Recommendation: 



4-4 W <677- 



^ That the approximately 1,000 copies of "The FBI In Our Open 

* Society ^Which are on hand, be offered for sale to Bureau employees 
jjat $l^(j)0yer copy, and the employees be notified. 

^ 1 - Mr . De Loach ^ \/^ !| /JSl\ ( 

1 - Mr. Sullivan rsjp* r . fj | ! 

1 - Mr. Mohr ILSk 

1- Mr. Bishop M SlkY* VAT 

1 - Mr. /Callahan /v&M ■ , 



1 - Mr ,jC 
BMS^set 
( 6 ) 
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UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY 

HOPKINSVILLE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
HOPKINSVILLE, KENTUCKY 42240 



July 13, 197 0 



Mr. Tnkrvn j 

Mr. DeLoach 

Mr. 'Walters _ * 

Mr. C-sT^aii j 

Mr. C'^rai i 

. Mr. Ftfc 

j Mr. Gil!:® „ ]'j 

j r 

j Mtov. Sullivan* - 

Me.. Have! $ 

. Mr. So5 7 ars’. ji 

TMfei. _ ;] 

Miss Ejblmess r £ 

. Mass^G'anidfec 



The J. Edgar Hoover Foundation 
Washington, 

D. C. 

Gentlemen: 









I have received a copy of The FBI In our Open Society 
from The J. Edgar Hoover Foundation and am grateful to you 
for forwarding this excellent book by the Overstreets to me. 

The publication is being placed in our College library for the use 
of our many students. 



Thank you very much for providing this book to me and 
to Hopkinsville Community College. 

Very truly yours, A 




s vs 



■ jt-ISO'J*- 









EX-117 

REC-51 



- //</ 5" 76 



MOp* 



^ . 



34 JUL 














PLAINTEXT 



8-19*70 



TELEGRAM 



KJ 






F ^ 



MRS. HARRY A. OVERSTREET 
3409 FIDDLERS GREEN 
LAKE BARCROFT 
FALLS CHURCH, VIRGINIA JBffiB 



URGENT 



RES I ^ I v) U ^ uLJ ’4 Si' it i L-0 



: DATE^hik 

ate in a 



I WAS DEEPLY SADDENED TO LEARN OF DR OVERSTREETS 

' • 1 ■ In ■ 

' ‘ • •. ■ 

PASSING AND WANT YOU TO KNOW YOU HAVE MY DEEPEST SYMPATHY. 
WORDS CERTAINLY ARE INADEQUATE AT A TIME LIKE THIS, BUT I HOPE 
YOU WILL DERIVE SOME MEASURE OF COMFORT FROM KNOWING THAT 
OTHERS SHARE YOUR SORROW. MY ASSOCIATES AND I ARE MOST 
APPRECIATIVE OF THE CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WHICH WE IN THE FBI WERE 
PRIVILEGED TO HAVE WITH DR. OVERSTREET. YOU CAN BE 
JUSTIFIABLY PROUD OF THE MANY CONTRIBUTIONS WHICH HE MADE TO 



HIS COUNTRY AND THE HIGH ESTEEM IN WHICH HE IS HELD. 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

■COMMUNICATIONS SECTION / ^ ! 



AUG 19 1910 
TTMti 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



1 - Mr. Bishop (detached) 

1 - Mr. Sullivan (detached) 



*1 - Mr. Bre rinan (detached) 
1- - Miss Gandy (rte£ac’'.gd) 



NOTE: See M. A. Jones to Bisbep memo dated 8/17/70, caplioned:.^-^ 
"Dr. Harry A. Overstreet." Address per Special Correspondents List. 



V 

FCS :mcb^ c ' (1 0) 






MAIL ROOM l I TELETYPE UNIT [31 










OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
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UNITED STATES’ GtJlERNMENT 

Memorandum 



Mr. Bishop 




8/17/70 



-M 



Tolson 

Sullivan 

Mohr 

Bishop 

Brennan, C.D. 

Callahan 

Casper 



Felt 

Gale — _ 

Rosen 

Tavel _ 

Walters 

Soyars 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes _ 

Gandy 



Mtfafrjjtfms ALL Ifl'FOl'uVlAilOh C4 jiUAI$ED 

: tfEREIkl IS Os*ybi&vtHkl). i i G “ d »— 

subject : DR . HARRY A. OVERSTREET A ffl 

HuMM 

We learned that captioned individual died this morning. i 
As you know, Dr. Overstreet, and his wife Bonaro Overstreet, were 
ardent friends and supporters of Mr. Hoover and the FBI. In fact, 
they had just authored an excellent book about the FBI entitled ’The (7 

FBI In Our Open Society" which has been well received. — 

Dr. Harry Overstreet is the authorfof numerous books 
and articles and is extremely well known for his scholarship. He 
formerly was a university professor and has maintained an active interest 
not only in education but also in law enforcement. The Over streets, were 
personally known to Assistant to the Director Sullivan. Over the years, 
the Bureau received a number of inquiries from citizens accusing the 
Overstreets of being either pro- communist or extremely liberal. Actually, 
neither in his writings rar his speeches did Dr. Overstreet ever rnanifest / 

His recent Txioks have been devoted to C 






alerting the American public to the subversive nature of communism as 
well as the evils of extremism of the far right. The Director wrote letters 
to Dr. Overstreet on the occasion of both his 80th and 90th birthdays, the 
later being 10/25/65. 

, // L '■ telegram f 6 

It is felt the Director would want to write a JffittffiK of sym-^ 
patijy to Mrs. Overstreet. W 



RECOMMENDATION: 

a- , telegram 

That attached be sent to Mrs. Overstreet. 



Enclosure 

1 - Mr. Sullivan - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Bishop - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Brennan - Enclosure 







& 75 






FCS:dkg/mjl 
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August 26, 1970 




ALL- 



Trites Stationery and Books IS Ol^vU>SuiflC.w^; - j ' ,,,• 

21 Mtssissaga Street Bast aaTF <. a)-E4 . ffl &BBfftTAC diL ' 



Orillia, Ontario, Canada isV^a 



In answer to your inquiry received on August 21st, 
this Bureau does not have for distribution a copy of the book, 
"Hoover’s FBI: The Men and the Myth," by William W. Turner. 

You may wish to inform your customer that this publication is 
nothing more than a collection of old, time-worn, discredited f 
and grossly inaccurate material of the nature that Turner and \ 
other enemies of this Bureau have repeatedly put out in an effort 
to undermine public confidence in the FBI and in me. 

Although it is now out of print, I am sending to you,/ 
under separate c^m', a copy of "The | BI in Our Open Society" by 
Harryp md Bonar ^tiverstreet which you may wish to furnish to your 
customer. This book contains data concerning some of the vicious 
attacks leveled at this Bureau over the years by its most persistent 
critics and also sets forth the true facts which speak for themselves 
and completely negate their allegations. 



Tolson . 

Sullivan '■ .. 

Mohr 

Bishop i. 

Brennan, C.D: 

Callahan 

Cnsper 

Conrad 



JMAILEQ 21J . 



AUQg'81970. 



Sincerely yours, 



1 - Ottawa - Enclosure 

Attention/ Legal Attache: Neither correspondent nor this book firm 
is identifiable in Bufiles. fi 
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Walters 

Soy nr s 

Tele. Uoom 

lloliijp's 
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STATIONERY AND BOOKS 



21; MISSISSAGA STREET EAST - ORILLIA, ONTARIO 

Office Supplies and Business Furniture Stationery and Books 

TELEPHONES: (705) 326 - 3338 : OFFICE SUPPLY DIVISION: (705) 326 - 4361 



August 14, 1970 



The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Pennsylvania Avenue — : ~ _ 

Washington, d. ®. ; ALL 'INFORMATION CONTAINED' 



Gentlemen: 



IN •• IS. TIMCL/\v^»H tu 



We sure interested in obtaining one copy of 
"Hoover’s F. B. I. - The Men and the Myth", by 
W. W. Turner. 

As our customer is most anxious to purchase this \ 
book, could you possibly send it to us, or forward to / 
us the name of a publisher who could supply it. jjf 

Thanking you in advance for the attention, I know 
this request will meet, we remain. 

Yours truly — . • 

TRITES STATIONERY & BOOKS 



EX 106 





m AUG 27 1970 
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BONARO W. OVERSTREET 
3409 FIDDLER'S GREEN 



FALLS CHURCH, VIRGINIA 



August 



1970 










Mr.- J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bure au of Investigation / 

Washington, D;C. , ■' 

Dear Mr. Hoover: " V 



-5-ay-^ 






Mr. Tojson, 
Mr^S^va 



CDJ 

n^fCallahan — . 
Mr. Casper — : — 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Felt.. 

Mr. Gale ..„_ 

Mr. Rosen — 

Mr* Tavel 

Mr. Walters-. 

Mr; Sbyars.. . 

Tele. Room__ 

Miss Holmes 

Miss Gandy _ 






Thank you very warmly for your generous 
telegram and for the' beautiful basket of flowers that cartes 
from you and your associates. Both, were deeply appreciate 
Both served as part of the fabric of friendship by which I 
felt myself' Supported: the fabric of friendship and shared 
concern. ■ 



. We have lived here for almost fifteen years, 

having bought our house on October 1 , 1955 — less than a 

. morifh b efo re Harry 1 s 8 0th birthd ay . Ope morning several years . 
ago I saw him looking meditative, with a. sort of quiet half- 
smile on his face; so I asked him what he was thinking about. , 
He Said, "It doesn't seem quite normal for a person who's had ■ . 
as long and happy a life as I've had to feel that his happiest 
decade began when he was eighty." But he did feel that. We 
•both, have found our years here enormously educative and re- 
, warding — • and our relationship with 'the FBI has been one chief 
•• - reason for our having- found them so. 

; - It does not seem at all irrelevant, therefore, 

jjto include in this letter a word about the deep satisfaction 
lit gave us to have William Sullivan prompted to his present 
j post. He has become very much part of our; own lives; and as 
- lour acquaintanceship has deepened so has bur conviction that 
(he is one of the most unique (and intelligent; and dedicated) < 
(personalities that we have ever been privileged to know. 



Sincerely, <-* 








Mrs. H . A .Over stree t 



w 



mm 



# :1 
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March 19, 1976 



Mrs, Harry Overstreet 
Northern Virginia Doctors Hospital 
601 South Car lyn Spring Road 
Arlington, Virginia 22204 

Dear Mrs. Overstreet: 

Your friends in the FBI were indeed sorry 

to learn of your hospitalization and they all join 

me in sending you this note of best wishes. We did 

want you to know that our thoughts and prayers are 



wxtn you anc 
MAILED 6 

MAR 1 91976 



wish you a quick and complete recovery. 
Sincerely, 



Clarence ’ Kelfe' 



Assoc. Dir. 

Dep. AD Adm, 
Dep. AO Inv. _ 
Asst. Dir.: 

Admin. 

Comp. Syst. „ 
Ext. Affairs 
Files & Com. . 
Gen. Inv. 



Intel!. . 

Laboratory 

Plan. & Eval. 

Spec. Inv. 

T raining 

Legal Coun. 

Telephone Rm. 
Director Sec*y .. 



NOTE: Mr. and Mrs. Overstreet wrote a book about the .FBI 

an d our relations with them over the years have been cordial. 
SA I I was telephonically advised that 

Mrs. Overstreet suffered a heart attack and is in the 
Northern Virginia Doctors Hospital. „ . & 

*** /&) 

awtsaor (3) iZ-L.. V.. 

fx $ v A 

O' " APPROVED: A^^^Comp. Syst.^J Eabbratory..... 18 MAR 22-1976' : j] 

Assoc. Ext. Affairs^^^** Legal Coun.. 

Dep. AD Adm Gen. Inv Plan. & Eval. _ 

Dep, AD I ny Ident Rec. Mgmt,. 

Asst, Dir.: Inspection Spec. Inv...... p t 

Admin Inteil Training f 
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April 26, 1976 



ntc- 85 / 

4$. 



ij, ^ ^ 



a B 



Mrs. Harry Overstreet 

3409 Fiddler's Green 

Falls Church, Virginia 22044 



Dear firs. Overstreets 

I was pleased to learn from your letter of 
April 18th that you are out of the hospital and regaining 
your strength. . ... . 

I have heard^n.^ but compliments of the 

work of i^ou and your late it would indeed be a 

pleasure to meet you. '^l<|a my office and my 
Secretary will arrange convenient time and date. 



MAIL® 6 



APR 21 



Sincerely yours, 






Clarence M, Kelley 
Director 



U V8? 



|- Enclosure 

Mr. Moore - Enclosure 
Telephone Room - Enclosure 






k 9 ' rff N©Tfi: < ‘^g'g^- r and Mrs. Overstreet wrote a book about the FBI 

$U.) $V> and, v our“ relations with them over the years have been 
Kp. ad A d-^if cerddi^l. fpMrs . Overstreet suffered a heart attack and Mr. 
/ f d* D lnv ' ^~%lley ' extended his best wishes for a quick land complete 
XtJkill I”*re!ec&tery by letter 3-19-76. 



V-omp. Syst. 

Ext. Affairs 



Files & Com. 

Gen. Inv. - - .)< 



Intel I.j: 

Laboratory J- 
Logol Coon. — _ 

Plan. &. Eval. 

Spec. Inv. . 

Training - 

Telephone RfijTjJi- 
Director Sec'yM | 



MN : glh 



-^APPROVED: 



Assoc. Dir..— — 
Dep. AD Mm. 
Dep. AD Inv... 
Asst. Dir.: / 



VV Ext. Affairs. 

Inv.... 



Comp. Sysf.it/r7 laboratory, 

Ah Ex/. AffalrsT^/^esa' 

inv..- Pta n. & 

Roc* 

inspection, Spec, Inv 

in«AU... T taMnSiiinuuiuuutui 
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BONARO W. OVERSTREET 
3409 FIDDLER’S GREEN 
FALLS CHURCH, VIRGINIA 
22044 : 

; April 18, 1976 




Mr. Clarence Kelley 
Director 

FBI : <• 

United States Department of Justice 
Washington/ D.C. 20535 

Dear Mr. Kelley, . : : - ' 



Assoc. Oir — 

Dep.-A.D -Adm 

, Dep.-A.D.-Inv 

Asst;. : 

Adriix. — — ; 

Co rep. Sys’t. 

Ext. Aifair^lX^. 

Gen. Inv. — . 

Xdent. : 

Inspection — . 

In tell, 

Laboratory _ 

^Legai Ccun. 

Plan. A Eval. _ 
Rec. Mgmt. , 

Spec. r'v- 7r - 












My warm thanks to you for the, generous letter 
you sent while I was in the hospital. I appreciated it very 
much indeed i am at home again and am gradually regaining 
strength . . , • ' v 

•Your letter encouraged me to say something that 
I have been tempted to say ever since you became Director — oi 
at least ever since the pattern of your directorship began to . 
take visible shape. What has held me back has been a reluctant 
to intrude upon your busyness . 





Sometime/ if there ever is a time of respite for jS/t 
you, and if . I am again able to trek into the city, I would greatljj/ 
value a chance to meet you. This is not a self-indulgent wish. * 
The fact is that, because of our authorship of the book, I am asked 
so many questions about the FBI and where it is going that 1 think C\ 
I could be more useful if I knew more . Obviously, I am not asking ^ 
for inside information; but when I am asked about you and how you , 
are handling things, I find it a practical disadvantage to have 
to say that I have never met you. John Malone, incidentally, 
agrees with me on this: he thinks I should become acquainted. 



Use your own judgment about this . I simply want 
you to know that I am, in all the informal ways that open up for 
me, still trying to emphasize the merits of the Bureau . - V O t 

kl&Wjcr® ^\(\4 

~ Sincerely, 9 I U- A?) / 



Copy made for .lei©/ 



k, 

v/rrwTv -■ Ct--’ -"’It. 






r Bonaro W^verstreet 32533 - -- - - — ^ ■=4 e 

. mi iiiilu fr" 111 IM — 1111 ■ x* | 

4 /A-&0 1976 
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UNITED STATES ^VERNMENT 

Memorandum 



to : M nffa Moore 



date: 11-4-76 



from : C. P. Monro 



SUBJECT: MRS. B0NAR0 W. u OVERSTREET 
3409 FIDDLERS GREEN 
FALLS CHURCH, VIRGINIA 
(703) 256-4144 

DINNER INVITATION EXTENDED TO THE DIRECTOR 
AND HIS WIFE 



PURPOSE : 



Dep. AD Adm 
- Dep. AD Inv. 

Asst. Dir.: 

Admin. 

Comp. Syst. _ 
Ext. Affairs _ 
F i les & Com. 

Gen. Inv, 

Ident. 

Inspection 

Intel I. 

Laboratory 

Legal Coun. _ 
Plan. & Eva I. 



Tebrfone R 

Director SacJ, 




To advise the Director of Mrs. Overstreet's dinner 
invitation to Mr. and Mrs . Kelley. 

SYNOPSIS : 



Mrs. Bonaro W. Overstreet, co-author of "The FBI 
in Our Open Society, "on October 29, 1976, telephonically 
advised she had seen Mr. Kelley in late July, 1976, and 
indicated she would call the Director to arrange a convenient 
time for him to have dinner at her home. Mrs. Overstreet now 
was calling to invite the Director and his wife to dinner at 
a time and date to be left to Mr. Kelley's discretion. She 
indicated she would like Mr. Kelley to return her call for 
the above-stated purpose. Mrs . Overstreet indicated she would./.' 
thereafter forward to the Director directions to her home, 
should Mr. Kelley accept her invitation. Bufiles reflect a 
cordial relationship with Mrs. Overstreet and her now-deceased 
husband. Dr. Harry A. Overstreet, in the past. Records indicate 
Mrs. Overstreet met with the Director on June 29, 1976, at FBI 
Headquarters. There is no record of her meeting with the Director 
in July, 1976. // & 



RECOMMENDATIONS : 



R EC-86 



1) That, should the Director desire to accept 
Mrs. Overstreet's dinner invitation, he (Mr. Kelley) select 
a convenient date and time. l_... n r, 




Mr . Moore 
Mr. Malmfeldt 



1 - Telephone Room 
WET: sir (8) 



DEC 1 1976 



v 









CONJInue^ - OVEB 
f\S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan \j/i 








Monroe to Moore memo 

RE: MRS. BONARO W. OVERSTREET 



2) That, following the Director's decision, this 
memorandum be returned to the Research Section, External 
Affairs Division, in order that Mrs. Overstreet can be 
accordingly advised. 

APPROVED: Adm. Serv... 

Ext. Affalrs....Vr^^ 

Director.. . . .. EM'. & Per«; 

s~\ A J Assoc. Dlr.^L/^^X. Se[i Jnv ...„. 

l/jjky Dep. AD 

DETAILS : tep- AD lnv..„. — £ Intell * 

On October 29, 1976, Mrs. Bonaro W. Overstreet 
co-author of "The FBI in Our Open society" telephonically 
contacted the Director's Office and was referred to the 
External Affairs Division Interview Room. 

Mrs. Overstreet stated that she knows, the Director 
personally and had. visited him at FBIHQ in late July, 1976. 

At that time, she had indicated she would call the Director 
and arrange a convenient time for him to have dinner at her 
home. 

Mrs. Overstreet advised that the purpose of her present 
call was to invite the Director and his wife to dinner at her 
home, the date and time of which would be left to the Director ' s 
discretion. She indicated she would like the Director to 
return her call for the above -stated purpose. 

Mrs. Overstreet advised she has forwarded no written 
invitation because she has only limited use of her right 
hand. Should Mr. Kelley accept her invitation , she would 
forward to him (Mr. Kelley) the necessary directions to her 
residence. ‘ 

INFORMATION IN BUFILES : 

1 

Bufiles indicate Bonaro W. Overstreet and her scholar- 
author husband. Dr. Harry A. Overstreet, co-authored "The FBI 
in Our Open Society," which was released for sale in 1969 and 
concluded that the FBI has capably and properly stood as a 
defense of law and the rights of citizens. The Bureau has 

- 2 - CONTINUED - OVER 




Legal Coun Z* 

Plan. & Insp. 

Rec. Mgt....... 

S. & T. Serv 

Spec. Inv... — 
Training- \ 




■vCj 






Monroe to Moore, memo 

RE: MRS. BdNARO W. OVERSTREET 

; .. - ' ' ■ 

maintained a cordial relationship with the Overstreets over the 
years. - Dr. Overstreet passed away- in 1970. Mr. Kelley by letter 
dated 3-13-76, extended his best wishes for a quick and 
complete recovery to Mrs . Overstreet’ when she was hospitalized 
for a heart attack. Mrs. Overstreet, by letter 4-18-76, 
expressed a desire to meet the Director; and, by letter 
4-24-76 , Mr . Kelley agreed to such a meeting on a mutually 
convenient date. Records indicate that Mrs. Overstreet met 
with Mr. Kelley on 6-29-76 at FBIHQ. Possibly, at that meeting 
.Mrs. Overstreet mentioned extending a dinner invitation to 
Mr. Kelley at a future date. There is no record of Mrs. Overstreet 
meeting with Mr. Kelley in July, 1976. 



3 



